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Editorial
The Media:
Obligations to Mercy and Compassion
It is not surprising that the death of a ten year
old girl by her own hand should prompt
outrage across the nation and cause public
comment to reach epic proportions. This
most clearly was the case recently when the
tragic news of this child’s demise became
public shortly after the terrible event
happened in a remote Kimberley community.
Every form of media treated it as a leading
story and the public interest in the tragedy
was immense. Ministers of the Crown,
medicos, mental health specialists, police
officers, public servants, social commentators,
joined the journalists and media presenters,
adding to the information soup that poured
out into the public arena for days. Experts
and trouble shooters were flown in to the
small village from a variety of backgrounds,
offering all kinds of assistance while giving
the impression that something was being
done to mend this unfathomable misery. The
public demanded answers to “Why?”, and the
media frenzy kept regurgitating the same
demands, adding titbits of information to
bring some new angle to the ‘story’ daily lest
the public interest wane. After all, such
grotesque concentration sells newspapers and
feeds the electronic news industry that in turn
sustains the curiosity of listeners and viewers.
And as they say, it’s all in the public interest!
…Or is it?
Now they’ve all gone. The media circus has
retreated elsewhere. There are new stories to
write and other screaming headlines to
construct. The football season is underway
and there is an election in the offing. Surely
some scandal will soon emerge to satisfy our
prurient curiosity and allow the media frenzy
to start all over again. The subject doesn’t
seem to matter. It’s the process that counts.
It’s never to do with substance. It’s all about
spin. And the details only serve to paint a
novel landscape that grips the imagination for
a time and dispels the boredom that

apparently arises from comfortable living in
urbane Australia.
The stark reality is that the little girl who
died has a family and that family is still
hurting badly. They are still suffering the loss
and continue to be burdened by the grief that
has overwhelmed them. They were treated
brutally by the media who burrowed into their
privacy and trod over their sorrowing hearts
anxious to dredge up some scandal, some
slice of information that might bring spice to
their wanton reporting. Much of the media
reported on her home village from some
hundreds of kilometres away and trawled over
negative happenings there long ago as though
these had some bearing on this girl’s suicide.
No proof is given by the journalists involved
for their spurious suggestions, but mere
innuendo seems justified in an industry
where nobody cares about that great casualty
in modern journalism, the truth. No wonder
so many people do not trust the media and
realise that they bring its representatives into
their confidence at their own peril.
In Australia today the News is not news
unless it has a significant portion of opinion
woven into it, much of which lacks any sense
of respectful compassion, an increasing cause
for serious worry. Mercy and compassion, we
know, are two sides of the one coin, and when
we refuse to exercise either of them we are
dehumanizing our relationships with others.
To pursue the truth of a matter must be a
paramount objective in our lives. How we do
that is also of predominant importance. The
end does not justify the means.
The little girl from Looma has gone to
heaven. Her family have been left to cope
with their sadness, with their despair and
with the pressing task of burying her. And the
media meanwhile have gone off to create
their own kind of hell for someone else in
another place. May she rest in peace.
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Viewpoint
Pentecost Message
One of my fondest recollections in
ministry in the Kimberley was
participating in a Mass of the Holy
Spirit, out bush at Mulan, in the
desert region of our Diocese. It was a
wonderful time to celebrate the gifts
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost time.
In the evening people danced various
parts of the Mass. In preparation for
the reading of the Gospel they lit long
sticks made ready as firebrands
which they waved wildly in the chilly
air. As they did so, they sent showers
of sparks in all directions lighting up
the surrounds, testifying that Christ
is our Light and that the Gospel is in
fact the good news that dispels the
darkness of our lives.
We have enjoyed some wonderful
celebrations of Pentecost in our time
as a Church here in the Kimberley.
Many of us have joyful memories of
gatherings at Warmun, Ringer Soak,
Yagga Yagga. and other places too.
where we remembered the feast of
the coming of the Holy Spirit upon
the Apostles, a moment in time that
signified what some have called the
birthday of the Church.
It is the Church that enables us to
gather in fellowship and to share
unique moments in worship and
prayer. For instance, with joy I recall
how once again this year our liturgies
in Holy Week reverberated with a
richness that heightened our sense of
the sacred and promoted our
prayerful relationships with Christ
and with each other. Every person I

have spoken with about the Easter
ceremonies mentioned the liturgies
as being beautiful. And so indeed
they were. They are the Church’s gift
to us in faith, reflecting to some
extent the beauty of God’s gift to us of
the Resurrection, the core of our
beliefs.
Soon we are to gather in Broome to
celebrate on June 2nd the 50th
Anniversary of our Diocese. It will
be a marvellous occasion for us to be
Church together. I am hoping that all
of those who come from the parishes
for the occasion of the Jubilee Mass
at the Broome Civic Centre will
realize that they are in Broome that
day to represent not only their
families but also their own
communities, including the people
from the smallest remote village to be
found in their Parish. Such an
understanding will increase the sense
of belonging we have that day as a
Diocese, united in the Spiritsomewhat like those at the first
Pentecost who felt bound by the
power of God upon them.
This Jubilee Year of Mercy is an
extraordinary gift to us from the Holy
Father, because it affords us the
opportunity to develop a deeper
insight into ourselves and into our
community, to enable us to search
our souls and our world to find
where and in what way the Gospel
might yet enrich us with the holiness
God always intended for us.
Renewed and replenished in the

Spirit we can rejoice in
the merciful gifts that God has
poured out for us so generously, so
often. In this context we celebrate
our 50 years as the Particular Church
of the Kimberley, ever grateful for
God’s mercy towards us and mindful
too of our obligations in mercy
towards each other.
Apart from the celebration of June
2nd in Broome many great and
delightful things are already
happening in this Jubilee Year in
Parishes in celebration and renewal.
I am praying for you all and for our
Church in the Kimberley. May God’s
infinite Grace continue to give us all
life and hope.
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Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and
Publications Officer of the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council

Cruel indifference
In my last column, I wrote about the February Closing the
Gap report and the ways we are failing our Indigenous
brothers and sisters. I mentioned another issue that
profoundly affects Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities: the skyrocketing rate of imprisonment for First
Australians.
I am returning to that topic because 15 April this year was
the 25th anniversary of the signing of the final report of the
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. That
report should be a milestone in the history of Australia’s
relations with its own First Peoples. Instead, it continues to be
a reproach to the conscience of our nation. The
Commissioners made no less than 339 recommendations as a
result of their investigations. It seems, however, that only
about 30 of these were acted on by state and federal
governments.
As I said last issue, Australia’s Catholic Bishops in their
2011–12 Social Justice Statement named the rate of
imprisonment for Indigenous Australians as ‘the great
Australian shame’. In 1991, when the Royal Commission’s
report appeared, Indigenous people made up 14 per cent of
Australia’s prison population. By 2008, the proportion had
risen to 25 per cent. It is now 27 per cent. For Indigenous
youth aged 10–17, things have gone from very bad to even
worse: they are now 24 times more likely to be in detention
than non-Indigenous young people.
Many of the measures the Royal Commission proposed were
echoed by the Bishops’ Statement. To name only a few, they
include treating prison as a last resort, especially for young
people; easing restrictions on bail; and abolition of mandatory
sentencing. None have really been implemented. Courts are
often left with no alternative but imposing a prison sentence.
Twenty-five per cent of Australian prisoners are on bail and
have not been tried or sentenced. Indigenous people are far
more likely to be arrested, tried and imprisoned than other
Australians for the same crime. Indigenous deaths in custody
continue because there are so many Indigenous Australians in
prison.
At a recent lecture, Craig Longman of the University of
Technology, Sydney, commented that only a few Indigenous
deaths in custody are due to violence, as with Mulrunji
Doomadjee who died of terrible injuries on Palm Island in
Queensland. Most, he said, are due to ‘cruel indifference’ – the
assumption that prisoners are faking their symptoms or that
their suffering doesn’t matter. So Mr Ward died after hours in
the furnace heat of a WA police van, and Kamanjayi Langdon
died in a NT cell after authorities ignored his medical
condition.
The Royal Commission’s report said 25 years ago: ‘Glaring
deficiencies existed in the standard of care afforded to many of
the deceased’. How can it be the same today? Could we treat
people like this if we truly saw them as brothers and sisters?
Their deaths leave a legacy of grief, anger, loss and
humiliation for families and communities. But they diminish
the wider community too and leave us far from the Kingdom
Jesus died to establish.
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Saint News
St William of Monte Vergine
Feast Day: June 25
Born: 1085
Died: 1142

William was born into a
wealthy family at Vercelli in
Italy. His parents died when
he was a baby and he was
raised by relatives. When
William was fourteen, he
went on a pilgrimage to
Saintiago de Compostela in
Spain. There he decided that
he wanted to live only for
God and became a hermit.
One day he worked a miracle, where he healed a
blind man, and suddenly found himself famous.
William was too humble to be happy with the people’s
admiration. He really wanted to remain a hermit so
that he could give all his attention to God. He went
away to live alone on a high, wild mountain. No one
would bother him now.
But even there he was not left alone. Men gathered
around the saint and they built a monastery dedicated
to the Blessed Virgin. His followers became monks at
the monastery. Because of William’s monastery, people
named the mountain, the Mountain of the Virgin.
After a while, some of the monks began to complain
that life at the monastery was too hard. They wanted
better food and easier work. William would not relax
the rule for himself. Instead, he chose a new head for
the monks. Then he and five faithful followers set out
to start another monastery, as strict as they were used
to.
St William died on 25 June, 1142 at Guglietto in
Italy.

Memorial football match
On the Dampier Peninsula, the community
gathered for a memorial football match, in Beagle
Bay, for Annette Victor who passed away earlier
this year. May she rest in peace.

Fr C Knapman

Briefly Speaking
Sr Breda O’Reilly, a Sister of Mercy from
Perth, was recently in Broome for the annual
Priests and Principals meeting. Sr Breda,
who is currently the Pastoral Minister at
Mercedes College in Perth spent a number of
years as Pastoral Associate for the Parish of
Broome and for the Diocese. Sr Breda gave
an inspiring talk and workshop on the Year
of Mercy, to Priests, Pastoral Associates and
Principals. Photo: A Rohr
Sr Carmel Pilcher rsj was recently
in Broome for the annual Priests
and Principals meeting. Sr Carmel
is assisting Bishop Saunders
research into the 1973 Aboriginal
Mass at the Melbourne Eucharistic
Congress and its relationship to the
Missa Kimberley as it is being
further developed. Photo: A Rohr

Christian and Edith Wlodarcak recently
returned to the Kimberley with the Kimberley
Catholic Volunteer Service. Christian and Edith
are spending two months supporting Fr Ernest
Kandie in the Balgo/Kutjunka Parish. They
previously spent six months with the Dampier
Peninsula Parish. At 80 years of age, they are
an inspiration to everyone who is lucky enough
to work with them. Photo: Fr E Kandie

New Kids on the Block
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

1

Isla Bernard was born in Perth on 14 February
2016.
In Halls Creek is baby Olivia James in the
arms of her mother Rosemary, with father
Jessie holding big sister Bridget James.
Photo: Fr J Purnell
Cameron Djanghara, of Kalumburu, with his
new son Giovanni. Photo: C Djanghara
Baptised at St John the Baptist Church in
LaGrange/Bidyadanga was Jaron Green with
mum Talika.Photo: Fr B Calanza
At La Grange/Bidyadanga is nana Rosie
Munro with Harley Billican. Photo: Fr B
Calanza
Preparing for baptism and being presented
at mass at the Holy Place in Warmun is
Hozea Banks, with her father Luke and
mother Sonia. Photo: Sr J Mpurhpy rsj
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Caritas
The human face of 5 years of conflict in Syria
“How much suffering, how much devastation, how much pain has the use of arms carried in its wake in that
martyred country, especially among civilians and the unarmed?” – Pope Francis

Caritas Switzerland
Young Syrian refugees in the Bekaa Valley, Lebanon, 20km
from the Syrian Border, are receiving an education at a centre
originally set up for marginalised Lebanese children in the
area. The centre’s program and hours of operation have been
extended to accommodate the influx of Syrian refugee
children and 358 children have been able to attend school.
Caritas Australia is supporting this program and others in the
region following five years of conflict in Syria.

March is the month that marks the 5th anniversary of the
escalation of violence in Syria since the start of the civil
war, described as one of the largest humanitarian crises in

the world today. As part of one of the largest humanitarian
networks in the world, the Caritas global network has
collectively reached 1.8 million Syrians in its programs in
the past year alone.
Some Caritas Australia programs focus on emergency
assistance, providing Syrian refugee families with food,
water, sanitation and hygiene, shelter and non-food items
(such as blankets, clothing and hygiene kits). Other Caritas
supported programs support longer term needs, by
offering psychosocial and mental health support,
healthcare, educational and social services, including
protection to vulnerable refugees.
In Jordan, Caritas Australia’s support for Syrian refugees
and vulnerable Jordanian families has included emergency
food and non-food items, as well as health programs,
including mother and child healthcare and psychosocial
support to enable as many children to attend school as
possible.
Donate to Caritas Australia’s Middle East Crisis Appeal
online via www.caritas.org.au/syria or phone 1800 024 413
and help us make a difference to the lives of the people of
Syria.

Catholic Education Office

J Harris
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The staff of Broome Catholic
Education Office celebrated
Easter with a labyrinth
experience. Staff members were
invited to walk the labyrinth as a
form of contemplative prayer.
When they reached the centre,
they were invited to help decorate
a bare, wooden cross with
butterflies and flowers to
represent the hope of the
resurrection. Some staff
commented on the ease with
which they slipped into a
contemplative space to spend
some time with their God while
they were prayer-walking.

Catholic Mission’s 2016 Church Appeal
‘Just as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.’ – Matthew 25:40
children when I leave them alone
all day when I work, like being
stolen or abused,” she says. “But
know they are safe when the tuktuk is here.”
The tuk-tuk allows Maly and
other children like her to access
education, and avoid falling victim
to a merciless reality of prostitution, child trafficking and drugs.
Sadly, the Sisters’ project can only visit Maly’s community for half
a day each week. Sister Eulie desperately wants to expand the
project’s reach into other communities, but she needs your support
to do this.
“If these children receive a good education, they can become freer
to decide for their own lives,” she says. “These children will be freed
from the poverty which their parents are experiencing now.”
You can help Sister Eulie and the Daughters of Charity to ensure
that vulnerable children living in desperately disadvantaged
communities can receive an education within a safe and loving
environment.
Please keep an eye out for the appeal later this year.
For information or to donate, please visit catholicmission.org.au or
phone toll free on 1800 257 296.
“Your education ... is the only wealth you can bring
anywhere and nobody can steal it.”
This was what Eulie Desacula’s parents told her
when she was just a young girl growing up in the
Philippines. Now that she is the superior of the
Daughters of Charity in Phnom Penh in Cambodia,
she carries that sage wisdom with her to this day.
Sister Eulie is featured in Catholic Mission’s 2016
Church Appeal. For the past ten years, she and the
Daughters of Charity have been providing education
and care to disadvantaged children through the safe
and loving care of their Lindalva Centre.
However, many children in the outer suburbs of
Phnom Penh are physically unable to attend the
centre to learn. Without the required documents, like
a birth certificate, to be able to attend school, these
children, through no fault of their own, become the
‘least among us’.
Frustrated by not being able to reach the scores of
children in such predicaments, Sister Eulie and the
Daughters of Charity set up the Mobile Tuk-Tuk
Education Centre, thanks to the support of Catholic
Mission.
Locally-formed teachers take the tuk-tuk out to
small communities, providing children with lessons
in language, hygiene, life skills, children’s rights and
cultural heritage, while fresh meals promote healthy
eating.
Ten-year-old Maly lives in Buong Trabaek and waits
with excitement for the tuk-tuk to come to her village.
Her mother Huong works long hours selling shells on
the street to provide for Maly and her sisters. With
their father often absent for long periods, Huong has
no choice but to leave her five children at home alone
while she works.
“I feel scared that something bad will happen to my

Please give life and a new future
to the least of these children
2016 CATHOLIC MISSION CHURCH APPEAL Freecall: 1800 257 296 catholicmission.org.au/cambodia

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE MAY 2016 7

In Memory of Brian Gorman

Calendar of Events

The Diocese of Broome was saddened to hear of the sudden
passing of Brian Gorman in February this year. Brian and his
wife Jane were volunteers who spent time in the Kimberley over
many years. May he rest in peace.

2016
The World Youth Day
Cross will visit all parishes
during May – September.
Some parish events may
be planned around these
visits.

20 MAY

Closing date for Christof
Collection Art Prize. Celebrating the Jubilee through
art. Spirit of the Kimberley. Details available –
Diocesan website, Kimberley Profile and Parishes.

29 MAY

Christof Jubilee Exhibition Tour – Opening Broome,
Notre Dame University, 3pm.

30 MAY – 3 JUNE

Christof Jubilee Exhibition Broome Daily 9am – 4pm.

2 JUNE

Diocesan Jubilee Mass, Civic Centre Broome. All
Parishes invited.

Brian Gorman at La Grange/Bidyadanga in 2014 when the
women from the parish blessed him. Photo: CAS

24 JULY

Christof Jubilee Exhibition Tour –
Opening Derby, 3pm

25 – 26 JULY

Christof Jubilee Exhibition Tour,
Derby Daily 9am – 4pm.

Yesteryear:

Images From Our Past

29 JULY

Christof Jubilee Exhibition Tour –
Opening Hall’s Creek 3pm.

30 - 31 JULY

Christof Jubilee Exhibition Tour,
Hall’s Creek Daily 9am – 4pm.

24 SEPTEMBER - 9
OCTOBER

Pilgrimage to Rome and the Holy
Land.

20 NOVEMBER

Diocesan Jubilee and Year of Mercy
Closing Mass – all Parishes.

Heavy wet season rains fall on Kalumburu Mission, in the far north of Western
Australia, circa 1950’s.
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives
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APP REVIEW
World Youth Day App

Vatican Dossier
Free for

Whether you are planning on
attending World Youth Day
2016 in Krakow, Poland, or
just want to follow along from
home and keep up to date,
this is the app for you.
The app features a large
range of prayers, information
on different World Youth Day
trips, the history of Krakow
and current information on
the city, an event schedule
and World Youth Day News to
name just a few.
My favourite features are the journal – a great way
to remember things if you are attending World Youth
Day. There are also links to maps of Krakow and Rome
to make it easy for visitors to get around.
The resources are endless, so if you are interested
in World Youth Day, I suggest you get downloading.

2016 Western Australia State
Heritage Award Commendation
Congratulations to the Sisters of St John of God
Heritage Centre who received a Commendation
in the 2016 Western Australia Heritage Awards.
The winners of the 2016 Awards were
announced on 31 March at the Office of the
Premier and Cabinet in West Perth.  There were
fifteen individuals and outstanding heritage
projects honoured, with nine winners and six
commendations presented during the evening.
In awarding the Commendation to the Heritage
Centre, the judges said: “The SSJG Heritage Centre continues to
build on its work to document and exhibit the shared history of
the Sisters of St John of God and Aboriginal people of the
Kimberley. A powerful reconciliation tool, the centre educates
visitors whilst providing a place where Aboriginal people are
supported to heal the hurt from the past and forge a better
future.”

Western Australia State Heritage Centre
SSJG Heritage Centre Photographic Collection Officer, Helen Mary Martin
accepting the Award.

Pope at
Angelus:

We
Can Become
New Creatures

DEBORAH
CASTELLANO LUBOV,
www.zenit.org
No matter what, we can become new creatures.
On the three year anniversary of his election as Pope,
Pope Francis urged faithful in St Peter’s to realize this
during his Angelus address.
Reflecting on the Gospel from St John which
presents the story of the woman caught in adultery,
the Pope stressed that Jesus was able to undermine
the trap set up for him.
While the people were ready to stone her for
violating the law, his challenge to them, namely, he
who is without sin cast the first stone, forces them to
abandon their condemnation of her. Jesus then tells
the woman that neither does He condemn her and to
go and to sin no more.
“How well it does for us to recognize we are
sinners!” the Pope said, asking: “When we speak badly
of others – all things that we know well – do we have
the courage to drop the stones on the ground that we
have ready to throw at others, and think a bit about
our sins?!”
He noted that in the Gospel only the woman and
Jesus remained there, symbolizing misery and mercy
facing each other, just as what happens to us in front
of the confessional.
“His eyes full of mercy, full of love, make that
person feel – perhaps for the first time – that she has
a dignity, that she is not her sin, but has the dignity of
a person; that she can change her life, can exit from
her bondage and walk in a new way.”
Francis told those gathered that this woman
represents all of us, that we are sinners, ‘adulterers
before God, traitors of His loyalty,’ and that her
experience is God’s will for each of us: ‘not our
condemnation, but our salvation through Jesus.’
“We have a name, and God does not identify this
name with the sin we have committed. He wants to
free us, and wants that we want to be together with
Him. He wants that our freedom is converted from
evil to good, and this is possible – it is possible! – with
His grace.”
Pope Francis prayed that the Virgin Mary help us to
entrust ourselves fully to God’s mercy so we can
become new creatures.
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Kimberley Wild

By Kate Austen

Flatback Turtles
Natator depressus

You might think all marine turtles look the same, but did
you know there are seven different species worldwide? Six
of these species are found in Australian waters, and in this
edition of Kimberley Wild, we are looking at the flatback
turtle.
Flatbacks are an olive-grey colour, and have a distinct
low-domed (flat) shell, with upturned edges. The
underside of their shell is white.
Flatbacks feed on soft corals, sea pens and jellyfish, and
tag retrieval has indicated they travel as far as 1300km to
forage for food. Although they feed around Papua New
Guinea and Indonesia as well as in northern Australian
waters, all known breeding sites are in Australia.
Flatback turtles can nest up to four times in a season,
and the interval between each nesting event may be as
little as thirteen days. An average of fifty eggs are laid each
time.

Adult flatback
turtles may reach
ninety kilograms
and grow up to
one metre in
length. They are
reported to bask
in the sun at the
surface,
sometimes with
sea birds perched
CAS
on their backs.
Although
populations seem
quite stable, their restricted range means they are
extremely vulnerable to habitat loss, especially of breeding
sites. The most immediate threat to populations comes
from incidental catch by fishing vessels operating in their
range.

Kimberley Kitchen
Tuna Curry Puffs
Friday is cooking day at Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb
River. During Lent they tried out recipes that didn’t include
meat, learning that going without meat is one way of
practising abstinence, a most serious thing to do on a cattle
station like Gibb River.
Ingredients:
6 sheets puff pastry
1 cup peas
6 cubes frozen spinach (thawed)
2 teaspoons crushed garlic
2 large tins tuna (drained)
2 teaspoons stock powder

D. Savoia

2 teaspoons curry powder
1 teaspoon dried mixed
herbs
100 grams grated cheese
Utensils:
Oven
Mixing Bowl
Cup
Mixing Spoon
Teaspoon
Knife
Method:

D. Savoia

Quinceton Wungundin
1. Preheat oven to 180
degrees
2. Thaw pastry sheets and cut into two (or
four).
3. Mix tuna, garlic, spinach, stock powder,
curry powder, peas, cheese and herbs.
4. Spread well-mixed filling into pastry
5. Close pastry and seal with a fork
6. Bake for 20 – 25 minutes.

D. Savoia
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People Stories

By Nicola Kalmar

Sr Philomena Hockings ssjg
Five years after marking her diamond
jubilee of religious service in 2011, SSJG
Sister Philomena Hockings celebrated
another milestone recently when she
turned 90 on April 12.
A birthday lunch was held in her
honour at the SSJG Heritage Centre
attended by over 100 guests including
fellow SSJG sisters, staff, volunteers,
friends and community members.
Before the big day, Sr Philomena had
quite a challenge on her hands with the
large number of invites she had to send
out.
But it was testimony to the many lives
she has touched and the lasting
friendships she has formed over
decades.
Indeed, Sr Philomena’s life has been
full of blessings since she pledged to do
God’s work.
Time seems to have flown by since
she first stepped foot on Kimberley soil
as a bright, young and enthusiastic 21
year old.
“I don’t know where the days and the
years have gone,” she said.
“Yet, when I think back, it’s been a
long time since I came here.”
Hailing from Sydney, Sr Philomena
was one of six nuns who left family
behind and boarded a plane to embark
on an extraordinary spiritual mission in
the outback.
Though feelings of apprehension
may have surfaced at the time, Sr
Philomena said God’s calling was much
stronger.
“You leave everything behind but
that’s no trouble in those days because
when you’re young like that, nothing
seems to be a problem.”
The journey itself proved to be
memorable, with the nuns enduring 10
hours of travel from Perth to Broome
with multiple stops in between, before
finally arriving on May 29, 1949.
Despite the initial shock of arriving in
an unfamiliar and remote land, Sr
Philomena and the rest of the sisters
were prepared for the hard road that lay
ahead.
“The very fact of living up here in the
Kimberley in the beginning wasn’t easy,”
she said.
“But God gave you the strength to
work through that.”
Each sister brought with them their
own individual talents and skills.
Sr Philomena had a gift for sewing
and found her niche working in the
orphanage, teaching the girls
dressmaking.

She spent 12 months in the novitiate
learning how to be a nun before
returning to the orphanage.
Like the other sisters, Sr Philomena
travelled widely in the Kimberley,
working in Derby, Beagle Bay and Balgo,
and became part of the tightknit remote
communities.
“I always found the people very
lovely,” she said.
“They accepted us and they were
respectful to us.”
Some of her fondest memories are
working in the Derby Leprosarium and
forming a strong bond with the patients.

SSJG Heritage Centre

But there were also hardships that
came with life in the outback in those
days, such as living in cramped
surrounds, no air-conditioning and
surviving with limited food supplies.
Sr Philomena said the nuns used to
have kerosene refrigerators that used to
smoke when the weather was really hot,
making it hard to preserve fresh and
perishable items.
“We used to get our fruit and veggies
on the boat,” she said.
“You never saw a banana or a pea or
anything like that. You could only get
carrots, parsnips, potatoes and onions…
things that would last.
“I remember the first time I went
home and my brother asked ‘what
would you like’ and I said ‘I’d like some
bananas and some peas.”
Some supplies like butter used to
arrive in pound packs.

But Sr Philomena remembers one
time the butter was sent in a big block
instead of the usual packs which later
proved to be a slippery disaster for the
unsuspecting nun.
“We sat it in the kerosene fridge and I
went around there at the hottest part of
the day to get a drink of water and I
opened the fridge door and the butter
started to come out,” she said.
“My reaction was to put up two hands
to stop it and my hands were just going
right through! I was calling ‘help, help!’”
The first time Sr Philomena went
home to visit her family was after 15
years living and
working in the
Kimberley.
It was an
emotional reunion
and an even more
emotional farewell
having to say
goodbye to her loved
ones for a second
time.
“I told my family
‘no goodbyes at the
airport, I’ll say
goodbye to you all
here – it’s too
distressing at the
airport.’”
But after
returning to the
remote outback, Sr
Philomena fell back
into her work and
happiness returned.
In the 1980s, she
took over the
Kimberley Bookshop at the convent
before it moved to Chinatown where she
ran it for several years.
She later volunteered her time at
Broome Museum for 13 years before
“changing her allegiance” to the Sisters
of St John of God Heritage Centre when
it established and has been there ever
since.
Throughout her time in the
Kimberley, Sr Philomena has seen and
experienced many changes.

But no matter what life has thrown
her way, the devout nun said she had
always felt the loving hand of God on
her and said she wouldn’t change a
thing.
“I’m happy in the life I’ve chosen.”
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ABOVE: Bishop Saunders and the Priests of
the Diocese celebrated the Chrism Mass at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in
Broome in the lead up to the Easter
celebrations. Photo: L Grant

RIGHT: The annual Easter Reflection held at
St Mary’s College in Broome. Photo: Damien
Kelly

On Ash Wednesday in Warmun, Parish Priest
Fr Joel Nyongesa with Christopher Lapsley
and Candice Wallaby. Photo: Sr J Murphy

The Easter Vigil mass at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral Broome was celebrated by
Bishop Saunders and concelebrated by Mons
Paul Boyers and Fr Marcelo Parra Gonzalez.
Photo: L Grant
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Venerating the cross on Good Friday at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in
Broome. Photo: L Grant

At Palm Sunday celebrations at St John the Bapstist Church in La
Grange/ Bidyadanga is Parish Priest Fr Benny Calanza with Kevin
Nanudie and little Jarryd Thompson.

As part of the Diocesan Jubilee celebrations in Mulan, on Good Friday
the community gathered at Ngarpu Hill in the centre of the community
to pray and share stories about the old church in Mulan. Elizabeth Lulu
smoked the gathered community while the cross was drapped in cloth
and they sang hymns as the sun set. Photo: K Brophy

At Our Lady of the Assumption Parish in Kalumburu, parish priest
Fr Simion Mutai led the Stations of the Cross through the
community. Photo: G Kermode

Celebrating Palm Sunday at Ringer Soak with Fr John Purnell were the
students from Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School.

On Holy Thursday at Sacred Heart Church in Beagle Bay, parish
priest Fr Hilary Rotich washed Fr Dan O’Donovans feet. Photo: N
Burrows

At La Grange/Bidyadanga on Easter Sunday, Parish Priest Fr Benny
Calanza shows off the community Easter egg with Maureen Yanawana
(L) and Madeleine Jadai.
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THIS PAINTING BY QUEENIE MCKENZIE BELONGS IN THE
KIMBERLEY. HELP KEEP IT HERE. DONATE NOW.
An important piece of art by renowned Warmun artist,
Queenie McKenzie, has come on to the market. It is
entitled “Bishop Jobst meets God” and centres on the
development of Warmun as a Christian community.
“The importance of this painting is that is relates the
interface of a Christian presence and the free and willing
acceptance of this into a tribal cultural environment,”
said Bishop Saunders. “While it is a lot of money, its
story is part of our history and needs to be evident for
future generations to understand the importance of a
Catholic Christian presence in the development of
Aboriginal thought and culture”, the Bishop added.
CROWD FUNDING is REQUIRED to raise the $45,000
to purchase the artwork as part of the Christof
Collection.
“Every donation will be acknowledged and will be
significant in our efforts to secure this valuable work”,
said Bishop Saunders. “Please circulate this request
among your friends and assist us to keep this story at
home in the Kimberley where it belongs, for the sake of
our painting and this valuable treatise of early church
history in the Kimberley.
All donations to be made out to:

Notifications of deposits may be sent to:

Diocese of Broome, Art Crowd Funding
Account Name: Roman Catholic Bishop of Broome
BSB: 036 188
Account Number: 200075

Bishop of Broome
PO box 76, Broome, WA 6725
Or bishop@broomediocese.org

A visit to the salon
When the nearest hair salon is nearly 200 km
away you need to be resourceful. In Bidyadanga
Bernadette Yambo (standing) and Veronica
Yanawana found the perfect spot to set up their
own Hairdressing Salon.

Fr B Calanza
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Preparing for the Sacraments at One
Arm Point
At One Arm Point on the Dampier Peninsula, preparation classes for the
Sacraments begun in 2015 and have continued into 2016 with Fr Chris
Knapman. The students received their First Reconciliation in April.

One Arm Point Sacramental Class. Photo: Fr C Knapman

Kimberley Stolen Generation
8th Anniversary of Apology to
Stolen Generation
This year marks the 8th Anniversary of the Apology to the
members of the Stolen Generation by the then Prime Minister
the Hon Kevin Rudd.
This was a very powerful event that touched the nation and
the world.
Each year to mark this special occasion the Kimberley
Stolen Generation hold an event to celebrate and remember.
In his Apology Day speech, Kimberley Stolen Generation
Aboriginal Corporation Chairperson, Dr Mark Bin Bakar said,
‘…The greatest thing any great leader can do is to take the
leadership to inspire, heal and reconcile the trauma imposed
on our people. It is and was one great step since the Paul
Keating Redfern Speech.
A turning point in our country’s ability to step up and to
own the wrong doings imposed on our Indigenous
community. This is what Mr Rudd did for our country and
our people. This history does not belong to Aboriginal people
alone, it belongs to our nation and as a nation we must own,
claim and reconcile this evil wrong-doing, right or wrong,
good or bad. Our country needs healing, our communities

need healing, our collective persons need healing. We also
aim to play our part as a community organisation in the
healing agenda.
‘We hope you enjoy today and despite the suffering of those
horrible policies remember; healing doesn't mean the
damaged never existed, it means the damage no longer
controls our lives.’

Wirrimanu Tigers

Inflight service

Bertha McCarthy (L) and Pauline McKenzie at the Kimberley
Stolen Generation Aboriginal Coproroation office in Broome.
Photo: L Grant

There may not be any inflight service when travelling around
the Kimberley on a small aircraft. However, if you are lucky
there could be something waiting when you arrive at your
destination.

Fr Ernest Kandie in Wirrimanu Tigers country, Balgo.
Photo: CAS

An evening memorial
08 9192 2293
25 Robinson St,
Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

Providing Support to the West Kimberley
•
•
•
•
•

An evening memorial service was held by the sea at Entrance
Point Broome, for family and friends of the late Pauline
Gregory, many of whom couldn't go to the funeral down
south. There is a happy responsibility for the baptised faithful
to pray for the repose of the soul of those who have died. We
pray, as always. May they rest in peace.

Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing Vouchers
Homeless Accommodation Support
Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
Accommodation Support for people living with Mental Health
Public Tenancy Support Services

HOMELESS BREAKFAST:

FR MCMAHON PLACE
MON, WED, FRI
8.00AM - 9.30AM
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Notre Dame Kimberley
Growing the Notre Dame Broome
community is the aim for new
Head of Campus

National project to investigate the
public value of Aboriginal
organisations

Aboriginal health
researcher and
advocate, Dr Juli
Coffin, hopes to
build on the
20-year legacy of
The University of
Notre Dame
Australia in
Western
Australia’s northwest in her new
role as Executive
Director and
Head of the
University’s
Broome Campus.
Dr Coffin’s
arrival coincides Dr Juli Coffin has been appointed as the
new Executive Director and Head of the
with the start of Broome Campus. Photo: UNDA
the 2016
academic year and a number of new courses, including the
Graduate Certificate in Aboriginal Studies, commencing
on the Broome Campus.
“With beautiful grounds making for a comfortable study
environment, Notre Dame’s Broome Campus is unique. I
look forward to working with staff, students and members
of the public to ensure Notre Dame’s contribution to the
Broome community continues to grow,” Dr Coffin said.
Dr Coffin is the current Chief Investigator on the
National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC)
funded Centre for Research Excellence in Aboriginal
Health and Wellbeing at the Telethon Kids Institute.
She completed a PhD which explored the Aboriginal
context to inform the development of a bullying prevention
program that is culturally sensitive to the needs of
Aboriginal students. Dr Coffin has also published work in
the areas of stroke, nutrition and the cultural security
around health service and education provision for
Aboriginal people.
“My passion for Aboriginal health is simply that if we
want to see a difference we must be allowed and supported
to achieve these outcomes differently,” Dr Coffin said.
“I would like to see at least some understanding of how
education can fit into our concepts of spirit, body and
health and can be contextualised so they can make a
difference in the lives of the everyday person.”
Professor Celia Hammond, Notre Dame’s Vice
Chancellor, welcomed Dr Coffin to the University and said
her commitment to improving the lives of Aboriginal
people aptly reflected the mission of the Broome Campus.

The University of Notre Dame Australia is leading a four-year
national research project to investigate how Aboriginal
organisations in the Kimberley region of Western Australia
deliver value in their communities and to the wider public,
whilst still remaining true to their cultural origins.
The $439,000 collaborative project, funded by the Australian
Research Council (ARC) Discovery Project Scheme, is led by
Professor Patrick Sullivan from the Nulungu Research Institute
on Notre Dame’s Broome Campus. It is the first successful ARC
Discovery grant for Notre Dame as the lead institution.
Dr Janet Hunt and Dr Julie Lahn from the Centre for
Aboriginal Economic Policy Research at the Australian National
University will also contribute to this vital research project titled:
‘Reciprocal Accountability and Public Value in Aboriginal
Organisations’.
“Aboriginal organisations in the Kimberley region are funded
by governments to deliver services that are of value to the public.
They also reflect Aboriginal culture and identity, and represent
Aboriginal interests. This also creates value for their own public.
This project investigates the tension between these two ways of
understanding public
value,” Professor
Sullivan said.
“The Kimberley
presents an ideal
backdrop for this
research project as, in
fact, the region is a
quiet achiever in
delivering
organisational value to
their Aboriginal
communities.”
Researchers aim to
explore how
Aboriginal identity and
values affect the type,
quality and frequency Professor Patrick Sullivan from the
of services delivered;
Nulungu Research Institute. Photo: UNDA
how identity and
cultural values are being preserved in the delivery of these
services; and how the delivery of these services can be improved.
“Aboriginal organisations are the hidden force that holds
Aboriginal communities together in the face of external
pressure. They rarely receive the attention they deserve for their
role in providing leadership, representation, local employment,
practical services and support for Aboriginal culture,” Professor
Sullivan said.
“This project is an opportunity for selected Kimberley
organisations to describe the value they produce for their public
and to work towards better forms of accountability that truly
reflect their diverse roles.”
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Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre

Sisters and the Working Girls

Cissy Fletcher was born at
Ellendale and the people
who owned the station
adopted her. She became
known as Cissy Bell. Later
she lived in the Working
Girls' Hostel to get training
at the Convent. Ellen
Puertollano

Sr Cecelia sent me to work
at the Convent in 1946. I
came from the Orphanage
which had just returned to
Broome after the
evacuation to Beagle Bay. I
met Martin at Easter time
in 1946. He then always
came to visit me when we
girls from the hostel would
have an outing every
Sunday. We were married
in 1948 at the Old Church,
Broome. Aggie Martin

The arrival of the Sisters at
Beagle Bay Mission in June
1907 coincided with the
recently passed Aboriginal Act
which resulted in many mixed
race children being collected
from across the Kimberley and
taken to missions. The
opening of an official school
by the Sisters encouraged the
Aboriginal Affairs Department
to send girls to Beagle Bay.
These girls lived in the
dormitories and grew up
knowing the Sisters as their
substitute mothers, attended
school and learned domestic
skills required for women of
that day. The isolation,
poverty, sharing of good and
difficult times resulted in the
girls and Sisters forming
strong bonds.
MARRIAGE

However the girls faced
challenges in finding a partner
to marry. The legal problem is
explained in a letter written in
1908 by Sr Antonio to the
Chief Protector of Aborigines:
Another matter to which I wish
to draw your attention is the
fact, that our half caste girls,
will be forced into lives of
immorality if the Govt. Officials
persist in not allowing them to
be married to the Aboriginals.
… The ‘Law’ I believe prohibits
their Marriage with Asiatics,
then what resource is left to
them … in the cause of justice
and humanity, send your
permission for the marriage of
… (names supplied)
ACCOMMODATION

Archival documents tell us that
from earliest years the Sisters
in Broome provided secure
accommodation for girls so
they could access education at
St Mary’s School and later train
in domestic work. So, when the
girls at Beagle Bay were ready for employment and marriage,
the Sisters encouraged some of them to relocate to the then
small Barker Street site in Broome.
In 1924, when the Sisters returned from successful
fundraising in the East, their first act was to purchase a
number of small lots around their original 1908 gift of hut

and land. These purchases included a block on the corner of
Barker and Weld Streets with a house called Scanlan’s
Cottage. They set this building aside for the older girls and it
became known as the Working Girls Hostel. To ensure
ongoing care and support for the girls, a Sister was allocated
to live in the Hostel.
FINDING WORK

Barbara (standing) was the house girl for the manager of the
Bank of NSW in the 1920s. She was dropped off to work at 7
am each morning by the nuns who took all the working girls in
a horse and buggy to their workplace. They were collected
each night at 7pm. Pearl Hamaguchi

Many girls took advantage of this situation and worked in the
Convent, school, presbytery, hospital and in the homes of
middle class local people. The Hostel became home and a
place of refuge for them, whether they went out daily to work,
stayed between jobs or returned after bad experiences with

Lucy Brumby, Lily Chi, Barbara Lynott, Daisy Fitzgerald, early
1930s.

employers. Some sought refuge from domestic violence.
Most liked the comradeship at the Hostel as the girls found
support in each other. There was always some fun to be had.
The gramophone was a favourite and they played many games
of cards. On Sundays the girls would go out to visit friends
and relatives. As for most teenagers courting was a favourite
topic and many stories are told of meeting boys at the
Convent fence when the Sisters were at prayers in the chapel.
Some men would ask permission of the Sister in Charge to
court a particular girl and many Hostel girls were married in
the old Church on Weld Street.
Over approximately 60 years dozens of girls lived for various
periods as Working Girls, getting a start into adult life with
the support of the Sisters and developing lifelong friendships.
REFERENCES
SSJG Archives
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Parish News
BALGO

Photo: Fr E Kandie

Photo: Fr E Kandie

At John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan, the students
recently gathered for mass celebrated by Parish Priest Fr Ernest
Kandie.
In Balgo, Parish Priest Fr Ernest Kandie has been blessing the
houses in the community.

Friday morning in Balgo Parish is Op Shop morning.
Due to the lack of a suitable building, the parish
volunteers lay a tarp on the grass and display the
clothing as best as possible. However this does not
deter the community, who come along and see what is
on offer. Photo: Fr E Kandie

HALLS CREEK
At St Mary’s Church in Halls Creek was Deepo holding
Anita, and Anu Lukose who participated in the Easter
Ceremonies. Anita dressed in red and white with Anu
in traditional costume.

Photo: Fr E Kandie

Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi rsj

DAMPIER PENINSULA
Receiving the Sacrament of Baptism at Sacred Heart
Church in Beagle Bay on 5 March 2016 was Jahleel
Birch.

From left, godfather Dale, mum Tessa Birch holding Jahleel, and
godmother Megan. Photo: N Burrows
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To remind everyone about Palm Sunday at Christ the King Church
in Lombadina, Fr Chris Knapman and the kids did plenty of
promotion.

Photo: Fr C Knapman

Parish News
KUNUNURRA

KALUMBURU
Spotted out and about in Kalumburu was, top,
Errol Carlton, bottom, from left, Isaiah Williams
Elise Williams and Jerome Clarke.

Fr John Purnell and Fr Joel Nyongesa with the visitor. Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj

Mass is celebrated every Monday at Warmun Community, 200 km south
of Kununurra. Here the people gather with Priests who travel from
Kununurra or Halls Creek.
Unusual steakholders like this Brahmin calf sometimes attend this
important prayer and worship time for the Kija people.

BROOME
As part of their Project Compassion Fundraising at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Cathedral in Broome, the parish hosted a dinner at St Mary’s
College. At $40 a ticket, the dinner was a huge success.

Photo: Fr S Mutai

LIFE - It is sacred

St Mary’s College Broome students helping at the Caritas Fundraiser Dinner, from
left, Dexter Lance, Martin Callazos Nino, Luisa Hungerford-Morgan, Anton Diss, Mon
Paul Boyers, Bev Kinney, Max Healy and Helena Hungerford-Morgan.

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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School News
BILLILUNA

Photo: J Tilyard

Raising money for Project Compassion, at Kururrungka
Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna, was an opportunity
for the community to gather as well as for the children to
have some fun. The children cleaned some of the
community cars for one of the fundraising activities.

KUNUNURRA

Miss Stella with Parish Priest Fr Joel Nyongesa. Photo: C Brewer

St Joseph’s Primary School Kununurra celebrated St
Joseph's Day with students from St Joseph's School,
Wyndham. As part of the celebrations, they gave thanks to
Miss Stella who retired after 25 years of service to the
school.

BROOME

Photo: E Connor

MULAN

Photo: K Brophy

On Easter Sunday, Parish Priest Fr Ernest Kandie celebrated
mass for the community of Mulan in the school library. At
the mass three children were baptised, Shenzee ‘Lu
Fernandes, Anna Lynee Manson and Nikisha.
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Both St Mary’s College Primary and Secondary Swim
Teams again excelled at the Kimberley swimming
carnival held recently in Derby.
The Primary Team won the Shield coming in first
against the other Kimberley schools and the Secondary
Team came second.

WYNDHAM

Dress-up day at St Joseph’s School in Wyndham. Photo: N Martin

St Joseph’s School in Wyndham, as part of their Project
Compassion Fundraising, held a pet parade, a movie dress
up day, party games at recess and lunch, and an Easter
Bonfire evening.

School News
WARMUN
At the recent swimming carnival in Warmun there were three teams
from Ngalangangpum School and a team from Purnululu Community
School in Frog Hollow.

The local leprechaun for St Patrick’s Day at Ngalangangpum
School in Warmun was Chance Chunuma.Photo: Sr J Murphy
rsj

Jayvon Mung from Frog Hollow with his winning ribbons. Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj

Supporting their team from Frog Hollow is Bryon Mung and Andrea Mung.Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj

Many happy
returns
As is tradition, at the annual
dinner following the Chrism
Mass in Broome, the Diocese of
Broome acknowledges and
celebrates a year of milestones
for Diocesan personnel. Along
with celebrating the Jubilee of
the Diocese in 2016,
celebrations included special
birthdays, anniversaries of
ordination and marriage
milestones.

Photo: L Grant
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You are indeed blessed!
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To discover what it is, on your way through
the Maze, as you pass each letter, copy it into
the boxes on the left -- starting at the top.

Prayer Time
Prayer of His Holiness Pope Francis
For the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy
Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the
Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God!”
You are the visible face of the invisible Father,
of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by
God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,
and restore sight to the blind.
We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of
Mercy; you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and
ever.
Amen.

Recently Departed
			

†† JASON SAHANNA from Broome, died suddenly in Broome on 16 February 		
††
††
††
††
††
††
††
††
††
††
††
††
††

2016.
SIMON BIN SWANI of Broome, died in Perth after a long illness on 18 February
2016.
BILL STEVENS
of Broome died 18 February 2016, at Broome Hospital.
SR VISITATION, a Benedictine Missionary Sister, a veteran of service in 		
Kalumburu, died recently in Madrid Spain, of a sudden 		
heart attack.
JACK PEEL (AKA KUMARNA) of Bidyadanga, died at home on 29 February 		
2016.
DONALD GREY
of Bidyadanga, died at home after a long illness on 5 		
March 2016.
EMERITUS BISHOP of Townsville, Bishop Raymond Benjamin died in Brisbane
on 6 March 2016.
PHYLLIS BIN BAKAR died in Broome on 12 March 2016.
SUSAN CARLTON, daughter of Ronnie and Kathleen Carlton, died during 		
her sleep at the family home Mirima Community, 			
Kununurra on 23 March 2016.
KEITH KITCHENER of Beagle Bay died in his sleep on 29 March 2016.
SELINA MCLEAN (CHILLI), died peacefully after a long illness at her home in 		
Kununurra on 29 March 2016.
SALLY DO DO
of Bidyadanga died in Broome after a long illness on 1 		
April 2016.
DANNY OZIES
of Broome died suddenly at home in Broome on 3 April 		
2016.
BISHOP RONALD MULKEARNS, Emmeritus Bishop of Ballarat, died on 4 		
April 2016.

May they rest in Peace
If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org
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Parish/Mass
Centres
BROOME

Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
			 Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
			 Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA

Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Fr Ernest Kandie
Mass times:
Balgo: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
Billiluna: 2nd/4th Sunday 10:00am
Mulan: 1st/3rd Sunday 10:00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hilary Rotich
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8:00am
Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm
One Arm Point Sunday 10:30am

DERBY

Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest:
Rev Fr Nicholas Kipkemboi
Mass times:
Derby: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
			
Sunday 9:00am
Fitzroy Crossing: 5:00pm 2nd/4th
				 Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK

Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
		 2nd/4th Sundays: 8:30am
		 1st/3rd Sundays: 6:00pm

KALUMBURU

Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Simion Mutai
Mass times:
			Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
			Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA

Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times:
Kununurra: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8:30am
Wyndham: Sunday 9:00am
Warmun: Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA

Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM

Refer Kununurra Parish

ABOVE: During his recent visit to Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River is Bishop
Christopher Saunders with, front, from left, Wyatt Goonak, Ben Dingle, Bishop
Saunders and Quinceton Wungundin. Back, from left, Keiran Savoia and Christopher
Rogers. Photo: D Savoia

ABOVE: Shire of Broome Councillor Chris Mitchell, the Easter Bunny and Olive
the python entertain the multitudes at Boulevard shopping centre.
Along with his role as Broome Shire Councillor, Chris, also known as the
‘snake man’ around Broome, works with Native Animal Rescue, and he was
recently at the shopping centre talking about reptiles, possums and other
wildlife issues. We are assured that all the snakes on display were harmless!
Photo: CAS

RIGHT: Every Monday at
Ngalangangpum School in
Warmun, the High School
boys have a bush trip with
an elder to do cultural
learning. Here Marcus
Nodeo is walking on water
and Cassius Nulgit jumping
off rock.

ABOVE: With one of the Beagle Bay donkeys is
Jamakah Angus from One Arm Point. Photo: Fr C
Knapman

