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Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service
By Anneliese Rohr Volunteer Coordinator
I was recently speaking to a former
volunteer who described her volunteer
experience saying, “it was one of the most
exciting and interesting times of my life”.
For me, those words are a great
description of the volunteer experience.
Yes it is hard work, and not without its
challengers, but it is always rewarding.
The Kimberley Catholic Volunteer
Service is currently seeking volunteers to

work at the Warmun Retreat Centre over
the wet season and for 2017, a couple to
support the parish in Balgo as well as
general volunteers for the remote parish
of Kalumburu Mission. If you are
interested in learning more, please get it
touch. Coming to the Kimberley as a
volunteer myself over 5 years ago, I can
tell you, it certainly has changed my life.
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During NAIDOC week, the
Yolngu dancers performed
at the NAIDOC liturgy at St
Mary’s College in Broome.

“Let the earth cry out to God
with joy.”
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Viewpoint
The Cross – A sign of God’s mercy

The Cross is 3.8m high and 1.75m wide,
weighing some 40 kilograms.

Since our Jubilee celebration in
Broome on 2 June the joy of that
occasion has brightened our lives. It
was a moment of grace that helps us
focus on our gratitude to God for his
goodness to us. This has led us,
hopefully, to develop our appreciation
of our faith, our Church and the
Mercy of God that in its generosity
calls us into His own wonderful light.
We have seen how it is through the
history of our Diocese that God’s
guiding hand has always been there
no matter the difficulties, the
disappointments and even the
traumas that mark our pathways in
faith. The hardships and deprivations
suffered by those who grew our
Church in the Kimberley from the
very beginning are reflections of
Christ’s sufferings made present in
our time. It serves us well to regard

our own tribulations in the same
manner as we struggle to serve Our
Lord as His disciples.
As we continue with our
celebrations in this Blessed Year of
Mercy we are using the Journey of
the Cross throughout the Kimberley
to help us focus in gratitude on God’s
merciful love towards us. Almost
every village in the Diocese where
there is a Catholic tradition of faith
will be visited by the Kimberley
Legacy Cross.
The Holy Cross is carried among
the people as a sign of Christ present
to us; it is the sign of ‘Christ Our
Life’ in our midst. We testify by our
actions and our prayer that the Cross,
once an instrument of shame and
dishonour, has become a glorious
sign of God’s goodness to all, of
whom he promised: “You will be my
people and I will be your God.”
Most recently I was present when
we walked the Cross through the
village at Balgo, in the eastern part of
the Diocese. A group of people
carried the Cross while others walked
beside it. We stopped after every few
houses to allow families to approach
the Cross that was held upright in the
street for all to see. One by one they
embraced it while an elder prayed
over them. It was a very touching
scene that we revisited time and time
again. Each occasion was one of those
sacred moments that stood above the
turmoil as a sign that Christ is not
captured merely by the confines of
the leafy suburbs or by the ordered
precincts of nice places, but more
that he is especially there on the
margins, immersed in the
commotion and even the confusion
of life.
The Parish Priest of Balgo, Father
Ernest, gave an insightful address as

part of
the Liturgy that welcomed the Cross.
He remarked that this heavy
Kimberley Cross cannot be carried by
one person alone. But rather, he
noted, how it could easily be carried
by a number of people striving in
unity together. Sometimes, he said,
the burdens in our lives also appear
enormous, beyond our sole
capabilities. However, they are more
easily coped with when we give each
other a hand and when we realize
that Christ is there among us,
encouraging us to understand that
with Him in our midst our yoke is
easy, our burdens become light.
As the Holy Year progresses let us
be sure to work together for the
benefit of our Church and for the
Kingdom of God that Christ came to
proclaim to a world so much in need
of His hope and inspiration.
Behold the Wood of the Cross
Upon which hung the Saviour of the
World.
Come, let us adore Him.

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE SEPTEMBER 2016 3

Office of Justice,
Ecology and Peace
By Dr David Brennan, Editing and
Publications Officer of the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council

A place at the table
Social Justice Sunday is on 25 September. The Australian
Bishops’ Social Justice Statement for 2016–17 will be launched
on 6 September – a few days after this issue of KCP is
published.
The Statement’s title this year will be A Place at the Table:
Social justice in an ageing society. The proportion of people in
their 50s and older is greater than ever before, and the
Bishops will be speaking about what that means for our
society. What would the social justice aspects be of this
development?
The summary of the Statement – which you can see on the
ACSJC’s website – will give you a good idea of the concerns
the Bishops are trying to address. The central message of the
Statement is a celebration of ‘the value, dignity and significant
contributions of older people to the life of the community’.
Those words remind us how easy it is to overlook the
contributions older people make to our lives and society – the
love they give and embody, the history they have made and
that they lived through, and the contributions they are still
making as volunteers, as carers, as family and as members of
our society.
The summary mentions the proposals for older people to
work beyond the traditional age of retirement. This is an
attractive idea for many people who are living into their 60s
and beyond in excellent health and with skills, experience and
ideas to contribute. But that doesn’t apply to all older people.
Many others simply aren’t lucky enough to enjoy health and
strength, especially if they have lived lives of poverty or
exclusion.
In addition, many older people have been unemployed or
underemployed in the years leading up to retirement. The
difficulty older workers face in finding employment is in itself
a social justice issue.
As the summary says: ‘We must be especially aware of the
needs of those who enter retirement in poverty or are
particularly vulnerable to economic hardship, social isolation
or exploitation.’ Just a few examples would be Indigenous
people, many of whom face a lack of training and education;
or older women, who often have had to interrupt their
working lives because of family or other commitments and
have had less opportunity to accumulate retirement savings.
Loneliness, discrimination and abuse – physical, emotional or
financial – are realities that many older people face every day.
Frailty comes to us all. As a rich and privileged society, we
need to ensure that there are medical, social and
accommodation resources available for those who find
difficulty caring for themselves.
And finally, we need to ensure that at the end of their lives,
people are acknowledged as having the dignity God endowed
them with. Respect for their lives and wellbeing are
paramount considerations at this time.
A Place at the Table will be available from the ACSJC from
6 September, either in hard copy or on our website. I urge you
to read the document and think about the many issues that it
raises.
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Saint News
Saint Bodo (Leudinus of
Toul)
Born: c.625
Died: c.673

Leudinus Bodo was a
seventh century Bishop of
Toul in France.
Born to the nobility, the
son of Duke Gundoin of
Alsace and Saratrude of the
Etichonids.
Although Bodo married a
pious woman named Odile, both he and his wife felt a
call to religious life. His wife Odile became a nun
while Bodo went on to become a Benedictine Monk at
Laon, France.
His sister was Saint Salaberga, who, like Bodo was
forced to marry by her parents. However Salaberga
and her husband decided to separate and lead
contemplative lives. She went on to become a nun and
founded the monastery at Laon in France, her
husband became a hermit. Later on both Salaberga,
her husband and two of her children would all become
saints.
Meanwhile Bodo went on to found several
monasteries in France and became the Bishop of Toul.
Saint Bodo died around 678 of natural causes and is
buried in the crypt of Saint Mansuy, the first Bishop of
Toul.

A dip in the ocean
Boat launching facilities have long been a
contentious issue in the port town of Broome.
Several times a year in Broome there are
stories of cars getting stuck while launching or
collecting boats after a day out on the water.
As well as getting stuck in mud, the giant and
fast moving tides in the Kimberley often catch
people unaware.
At Gantheaume Point in Broome recently, this
unlucky driver got stuck and was unable to get
his vehicle out before the tides caught it.

L Grant

Briefly Speaking

ABOVE: Errol Lobo, John Bosco, Felix Bigirimana and Jason Yeap from St Charles
Seminary in Perth recently visited the Diocese. John Bosco is studying for the Diocese
of Broome. Errol, Felix and Jason are first year seminarians who spent their holidays
assisting in Kalumburu Mission on pastoral immersion experience. Photo: CAS
LEFT: Nicholas Diedler from St
Charles Seminary in Perth
Nicholas, originally from Perth, is
in his third year in the Seminary
and will be spending four months
in the Diocese of Broome. The
purpose of Nicholas’ pastoral
experience is to have a hands on
experience of working in a parish.
Photo: A Rohr

ABOVE: Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer John Chitty returned to
Kalumburu Mission for his sixth term
of volunteering. While John has
undertaken several roles in
Kalumburu, this trip was specifically
to assist with the burn-off before fire
season. Photo: L Grant

New Kids on the Block
1.
2.

3.
4.

In Warmun is new baby Patrick Echo with mum
Roberta Daylight. Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj
Recently baptised at St John the Baptist Church in
La Grange/Bidyadanga was Cohen Banks with mum
Kalisha and dad Lester. Photo: Fr B Calanza
Jade Buttler with baby Gloria at Balgo. Photo: Fr E
Kandie
In Broome is Tarenaye Gordon, son of Jason and
Taressa, with father. Photo: CAS
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Caritas
Australia’s Generous Response to Global Poverty
Thousands of generous supporters, including schools and
parishes across Australia, joined in solidarity with the
poorest communities globally in 2016, to help Caritas
Australia raise more than $11 million nationally during
Project Compassion.
Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and
awareness-raising campaign, which runs until the end of
June, brings thousands of Australians together to help end
poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.
Caritas Australia CEO, Paul O’Callaghan said he has been
overwhelmed by the generous response from an army of
supporters in every state and territory in 2016.
“For 50 years, Project Compassion has enabled Caritas to
transform the lives of millions of people,” Mr O’Callaghan
said.
“I have seen the impact of this work first hand in
A Rohr
communities like Timor Leste, the Philippines and Nepal
and I’m humbled by this enormous response from our
supporters.
“This money will enable Caritas to continue our lifechanging work with those most marginalised in more than
30 countries globally and within Australia.”
Today Project Compassion is one of Australia’s largest
humanitarian fundraising and awareness-raising
campaigns.

Kimberley Calling!

J Harris
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Thousands of schools, parishes and supporters across Australia
took part in Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion. Photo: Nicole
Clements/Caritas Australia

During the 2016 National Catholic Education Conference,
held in Perth in June, Bishop Saunders along with Catholic
Education Office Broome staff and teachers and Principals
from the Kimberley took the opportunity to promote the
work of Catholic Education in the Kimberley and advertise
their Kimberley Calling Program.
Kimberley Calling is a program designed to attract good
quality teachers to our remote school locations.
This program, which is advertised nationwide, invites
teachers to give a two year commitment to teach in any one
of the thirteen Kimberley schools where there are
vacancies. Incentives and financial bonuses are offered to
encourage those who might consider this as an opportunity
to build their skills and embrace Aboriginal culture and
spirituality in the remote north west of WA.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: World Mission
Month appeal
Catholic Mission’s 2016 World Mission Month parish appeal,
focused on domestic violence in Papua New Guinea, borrows
its theme from the Prayer of St Francis of Assisi.
Launched nationally on 1 September, this year’s appeal tells
the story of community advocates from Mercy Works, Catholic
Mission’s partner in Papua New Guinea, as they confront an
issue made even more difficult by isolation and poverty.
Catholic Mission National Director Father Brian Lucas says
the appeal’s theme encapsulates the work of missionaries in
Australia’s closest neighbouring country. “The men and
women serving in Papua New Guinea truly are instruments of
God’s peace,” he said. “It is a difficult time and a very
challenging mission that they are undertaking, but we have
seen real change in recent years.”
While acknowledging that domestic violence is highly
prevalent in Australia too, Father Lucas explained that
circumstances in Papua New Guinea meant support was far
more difficult to access. “I’ve seen personally many isolated
and disadvantaged communities that lack access to support
networks,” he said. “In these communities, family violence
can be particularly devastating.”
During World Mission Month in October, Australians will
be asked to support efforts to overcome the domestic violence
that still troubles the small nation. At the centre of the appeal
are two domestic violence survivors, Steven and Jacinta, who
now work as development officers with Mercy Works’
community advocacy and family life programs.
United by their shared experiences, Steven and Jacinta are
wounded healers, who draw on their own experiences to help
improve the lives of others in the Diocese of Daru-Kiunga. “I
want to see a healthy family and a healthy community,” says
Steven. “That’s my aim.”
Father Lucas says supporting missionaries like Steven and
Jacinta reflects Pope Francis’ World Mission Day message. “In
this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis calls us all to be
instruments of peace,” Father Lucas said. “As the Pope says,
‘the Gospel of forgiveness and mercy can bring joy and
reconciliation, justice and peace.’
Note: Jacinta’s name and face have been hidden to protect
her identity.

To find out more about
World Mission Month, or
to donate, please visit
catholicmission.org.au/
helppng.

Bishop Vincent Long Installed as Fourth Bishop of Parramatta
A Liturgical Reception and Solemn Mass of Installation
celebrated the appointment of former Vietnamese boat
person, Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM ConV, as
the fourth Bishop of Parramatta at St Patrick’s Cathedral in
Parramatta recently. The Mass was concelebrated by Most
Reverend Anthony Fisher OP, Archbishop of Sydney, the
Most Reverend Adolfo Tito Yllana, Apostolic Nuncio to
Australia, the archbishops and bishops of Australia, clergy
of the Diocese of Parramatta and visiting clergy. Bishop
Long told clergy and parishioners that ‘after 19 months
without a bishop, you have been given one in the person of
a Vietnamese Australian and a former boat person.
Perhaps, you can add my appointment to the list of
surprises that Pope Francis has done’. ‘Here in Sydney’s
West, I am told, asylum seekers and youth radicalisation
are politically charged issues. As a former boat person, I
have a certain kinship to those who are alienated and
marginalised. As your bishop, I am committed to be a
bridge builder.’

President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference,
Archbishop Denis Hart said, ‘Bishop Long has used his
considerable gifts to reach out to many people in Melbourne,
he is a fitting leader of Australia’s biggest non-metropolitan
diocese in Parramatta’.
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People Story

By Nicola Kalmar

Kathy Watson
Nyngina-Gija woman Kathy Watson was born at the Derby
Leprosarium to late artist Paddy Bedford and Emily Watson in
1952.
She was named after the
Sister of St John of God who
delivered her and was
christened Kathleen Marcella.
At three days old, Kathy was
taken away from her mother
and given to a relative from her
father’s side before she was sent
to the Beagle Bay mission.
She didn’t see her mother
again until she was 13 years old.
Reflecting on her childhood,
Kathy said she had fond
memories growing up in with
the SSJG nuns and Pallottine
Brothers and Fathers.
“The nuns were like mothers
to us,” she said.
“We used to go fishing,
camping and go to church every
Sunday.”
As well as completing chores
and learning domestic skills
such as sewing and ironing, the
N Kalmar
church played an integral part
of daily life at the mission.
“We would say our night
prayers, the rosary and the benediction,” she said.
“Corpus Christi was one of the highlights…you’d have all
different statues and a big procession right around the
community with the Eucharist going from one spot to the
other.
“Midnight Mass was also another highlight.”
Kathy briefly reunited with her mother after finishing
primary school but it wasn’t until she was discharged from the
leprosarium that Kathy was able to get to know her and her
extended family better.
“I was quite content and I accepted who they were,” she
said.
“May Howard never kept us from our family.”
In 1965, she completed secondary school at St Joseph’s
Hostel.
She then spent two years at St Brigid’s College in
Lesmurdie before studying administration at TAFE in Perth.
Her first job was as a clerical assistant for the Department
for Child Protection in Broome, a position she held for five
years.
In her early twenties, she met and married her late husband
Gerard Manado in 1969 and they had three children.
Around this time, Kathy recognised a need for there to be
more medical services for Aboriginal people which led her and
a group of community members to establish the Broome
Regional Aboriginal Medical Service in 1978.
“There was a big need for our people to own and be
responsible for their health needs,” she said.
Kathy said the Catholic Church played a major role in
setting up BRAMS by allowing part of the SSJG convent to be
used as a clinic.
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A German church-based group provided funding, while
Bishop Raible Co-op and Fr McMahon donated furniture.
Kathy was one of the first Aboriginal health workers trained
through the organisation in
1983.
She worked at BRAMS and
then Kimberley Aboriginal
Medical Services Council School
of Health Studies for 16 years as
the student service officer for the
remote areas.
Kathy subsequently moved
away from Aboriginal health and
started working as a teaching
assistant at St Mary’s School.
She was the school’s first
Aboriginal liaison officer and
spearheaded the bush club
which saw her take students out
on cultural excursions.
Throughout her career, Kathy
continued to enrol in studies to
further her development.
She completed a diploma in
administration at the Batchelor
College in the Northern Territory
before taking an interest in law.
She obtained a diploma in
legal studies in Sydney, which
led to her completing a degree at
Deakin University.
It wasn’t long before Kathy was approached by a magistrate
to become a Justice of the Peace.
“I said ‘I’ll give it a crack’ and it’s been nearly 40 years since
I’ve been a JP,” she said.
The role enabled Kathy to act as an important conduit
between the defendant, the police and the legal system.
“I’d have a look at their (defendant’s) charges and where
they came from and then break it down into their language.”
While she had the option of pursuing a career as a lawyer,
Kathy said it was not the job for her.
“I didn’t want to sit on the bench because my other
portfolio is being the West Kimberley secretary of Aboriginal
Legal Service of WA,” she said.
“The organisation is not to put our people in jail; they try to
keep them out but in a fair and understanding way.”
Instead, she channelled her energies into roles of local
organisations to support indigenous people.
Her many hats include being a director at Milliya Rumurra,
a board member at BRAMS, a director at Mamabulanjin
Aboriginal Corporation and the vice chairperson of Goolarri
Media.
She also served as chairwoman of the Broome Aboriginal
Police and Community Relations Committee and helped
strengthen relationships between youths and local police.
In 2013, Kathy travelled to Seattle to witness the delivery of
a specially painted 737-800 aircraft to Qantas featuring an
indigenous art livery inspired by the work of her beloved
father.
It was a proud and emotional occasion that Kathy described
as a “legacy and a trip of a lifetime.”

This year, Kathy had the honour of being crowned the 2016
Kullarri NAIDOC patron and celebrated the golden jubilee of
the Catholic Diocese of Broome.
The milestone paved the way for her to play an important
part in the celebrations when she was asked to lead the
procession at Mass.
“I was really honoured in a spiritual way.”
Another highlight of 2016 was celebrating the 40th
anniversary of West Kimberley Football League’s Peninsula
Bombers.
As vice president, Kathy said she proudly promoted the
anniversary in various ways.
Reflecting back on significant spiritual occasions in her life,
Kathy said she was proud of her friendship with Bishop
Christopher Saunders.
“I saw him come here as a priest and I didn’t expect him to
be our bishop one day,” she said.
“He’s got a good sense of humour, he’s very supportive of
Aboriginal politics and issues and I like how he preaches in
the church…he’s deadly, he’s number one.”
While she has achieved much in her life, Kathy said she was
particularly proud of her family legacy - celebrating four
generations as a mother, grandmother and great-grandmother.
But with all aspects of her life, Kathy said she could not
have gone far without the grace of God.
“I believe strongly that God works in mysterious ways and
he’s given me support and strength when I need it,” she said.
“I know he’s always there. If it wasn’t for my faith, I don’t
know where I would be today.”

St John the Baptist Feast Day
The Mission was founded in 1955 and the first Priest
was Fr Frances Huegel SAC. In 2015, the Parish
celebrated its 60th anniversary. In June the parish of
La Grange/ Bidyadanga celebrated the feast day of its
patron, St John the Baptist.

Bidyadanga kids excited to join the Feast Day celebrations
(L to R) Zarmalen Nundi, Dwade Taylor, Sedney Norman,
Jahran Kitty and Heath Balba.

Yesteryear:

Images From Our Past

Enjoying the Feast Day brunch. Madeleine Jadai and
Donald Moko.

Bishop Saunders points out the Kimberley Diocese to
Pope John Paul II, during Bishop Saunders Ad Limina visit
to Rome in 1998.
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives

Dyarie Minyardie and Bambi Meribida holding the
celebration cake.
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Kimberley Wild

By Kate Austen

Manta Rays
Manta birostris and M. alfredi

Manta rays are the largest species of ray in the world,
growing to a whopping nine metres wide. Lucky for us
these giants of the ocean are harmless to humans, and
can often be seen cruising the waters of the Kimberly
coastline.
The word ‘manta’ is Spanish for ‘blanket’, and when
you take into account the size and shape of their ‘wings’
it is easy to see how they got this name. Long believed to
be one species,
it has since
been discovered
there are two
very similar
species of
manta: the
Manta Ray and
the smaller
Alfred Manta.
Dark grey or
green on the
top, the
underside of
the manta ray
By Steve Dunleavy from Lake Tahoe, NV,
United States - Nick and Isabelle, Kona
Hawaii, CC BY 2.0

is predominantly white with distinctive individual
patterns of darker spots. Unlike many rays, the manta is
a filter feeder, and as such it swims gracefully through
the water close to the surface, using the two fleshy flaps
on either side of its head to ‘corral’ tiny zooplankton and
fish into its waiting mouth. They have also been
observed sweeping the waters of Cable Beach and Eighty
Mile Beach, herding schools of small fish into the
shallows, largely oblivious to any human bathers that
might get in their way!
While mantas are certainly big enough to give
unsuspecting swimmers a fright, they really are gentle
giants, much preferring to change direction than risk
collision. Their whip-like tail bears no spine, and they
have no teeth to speak of, but what they lack in weapons
they more than make up for with their phenomenal size
and magnificent grace.
And as if the spectacle of observing these colossal
swimmers was not impressive enough, manta rays can
take it one further: occasionally they will hurl themselves
high out of the water in a breathtaking display of leaps
and flips – surely no mean feat when you weigh between
one and two tonne! If you are ever lucky enough to catch
sight of a manta ray in ‘flight’, you will have witnessed a
true marvel of nature.

Kimberley Kitchen
Porcupine Meatballs in Tomato soup
Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Alison, ran the kitchen in the
Kalumburu Mission store for six months. During that time
she treated the community, and the Mission volunteers to
her cooking delights. This recipe it just one of many
delicious dinners Alison cooked for the volunteers, but this
one happens to be a favourite!
Note: Alison says “this dish can be cooked in a frypan or
in a saucepan just bring sauce to the boil and simmer meat
balls in it, however I prefer not to as I always worry about
burning the bottom of the saucepan.”
Ingredients:
1 kg beef mince
1 onion
2 eggs
½ cup fresh breadcrumbs
¾ cup uncooked rice
1 tsp dried basil
1 tsp dried oregano (or substitute with mixed herbs)
Salt, pepper and garlic to taste
Soup:
3 x 420g cans tomato soup
1 cup water
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Method:
1. Preheat oven
to 180C
E Aldrich
degrees.
2. Place the
rice in a strainer and run a little hot water over
it to soften slightly.
3. Place all meatball ingredients above in a
bowl and mix.
4. Roll mixture into small balls and layer in an
ovenproof dish.
5. Combine tomato soup and water and pour
over meatballs.
6. Cover with foil and cook in oven for 1 hour.
7. Remove foil and cook an extra 15 minutes
for sauce to thicken.

APP REVIEW

Vatican Dossier
Free for

iBreviary TS Plus
iBreviary was one of the first
Catholic smartphone apps
available. It provides you
with an electronic breviary,
the book used to pray the
Liturgy of the Hours. And, on
top of eliminating the need
to carry your breviary around
with you all the time, it also
cues up the prayers for the
day, eliminating the need to
coordinate ribbons and flip
back and forth in a book.
The app is also available is several languages
- Italian, English, French, Spanish, Portuguese,
Romanian, Arabic and Latin!
On top of replacing your breviary, it also provides
the Mass readings of the day, a short saint
biography on feast days (click the picture of the
saint on the opening screen), and TONS of prayers
and blessings.
Another great feature is that it’s available for
nearly every device out there, as it also has a web
interface that can be accessed from anything with
a browser.
On the downside, due to the size of the app (over
100MB) is does require wifi to download.

'Desert Writing' book launched
in Mulan
On Wednesday 27 July, Kim Mahood, an acclaimed artist and
writer now based in Canberra, launched 'Desert Writing'
(UWA Press) in the John Pujajangka-Piyirn Catholic School
Mulan Library. 'Desert Writing' is a collection of stories from
three desert communities. Kim Mahood visited communities
to collect these stories from their people. More than half the
contributions are from the children and adults of Mulan
community.
Kim read some of the children's stories aloud, much to their
delight, and some extracts from the stories of members of the
community who were present at the launch. Anyone curious
about Aboriginal life in the desert can now read this book.
Pam Brown, School Principal, also spoke briefly about the fact
that gradually the children are developing a history of
published stories, a literature of their own that might one day
form the basis of a curriculum.

K Brophy

At General
Audience,
Pope Shares
a Special
Prayer He
Says at Night
Reflecting on Jesus
Healing the Leper,
Reminds Faithful We
Too Must Ask Lord to
Make Us Clean

JUNE 2, 2016 DEBORAH
CASTELLANO LUBOV
Curious about how Pope Francis ends his day? Well, he
shared this personal detail during a recent General
Audience.
In St Peter’s Square, the Holy Father continued his
catechesis for the Holy Year of Mercy, turning to Jesus’
healing of the leper (Lk 5:12-14).
Francis recalled that at Jesus’ time, lepers were
considered unclean and bound by law to avoid contact
with others. Saint Luke tells of one leper, moved by faith,
who did not fear to pass among the crowds and beg Jesus
to cleanse him.
“All that this man does and says, [this man] who was
considered impure, is an expression of his faith!” Francis
said, noting he recognises the power of Jesus, certain of
His power to cure him.
“The leper’s supplication,” the Pope explained, “shows
that when we present ourselves to Jesus, long speeches
are not necessary. A few words suffice, though
accompanied by full confidence in His omnipotence and
in His goodness. In fact, to entrust ourselves to the will
of God means to submit to His infinite mercy.”
The Pope then departed from his text, saying he
wanted to share something personal with those present.
“In the evening, before going to bed, I pray this brief
prayer: ‘Lord, if you will, you can cleanse me!’ And I pray
five ‘Our Fathers,’ one for each wound of Jesus, because
Jesus has purified us with His wounds.”
“But if I do this, you can also do it at home,” Francis
encouraged, telling them to say: ‘Lord, if you will, you
can cleanse me!’ As one does this, Francis said, “Think of
Jesus’ wounds and say an Our Father for each one of
them, for Jesus always listens to us.”
The Pope, who has never shied away from gestures
toward “the excluded,” recalled how Jesus stretched His
hand and even touched this leper, rejected by society.
“How many times do we meet a poor man who comes
to us?!” Francis asked, “We can even be generous, we can
have compassion, but usually we do not touch him. We
offer him money, we throw it there, but we avoid
touching his hand.”
When we keep this distance, the Holy Father
underscored, we forget that that person is part of the
Body of Christ, for Jesus taught us to not be afraid to
touch the poor and excluded.
“To touch a poor man can purify us of hypocrisy and
render us concerned for his condition,” Francis said.
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Songlines: The Living Narrative of
Our Nation
A time for the community to come together to celebrate and learn
about our Indigenous culture.
A crowd of hundreds gathered on 24 June to launch the 2016
Kullari NAIDOC festival in Broome.The Diocese of Broome was
proud to be chosen as the Kullari NAIDOC Focus Oganisation,
with parishioner Kathy Watson being chosen as the Patron.
The celebrations started with a Reconciliation Walk to the
Broome Shire Offices, a time to bring together all the people of
Broome to show their support for reconciliation in Australia.
The walk was followed by the official opening ceremony which
included speeches, dancing, singing and a flag raising ceremony and of course food!
Following a week of celebrations in Broome, on Sunday 3 July,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday was celebrated at
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome with the Mass of
the Missa Kimberley.
Aboriginal Sunday is a day put aside in the calendar of the
church in Australia to honour Australian Aboriginal and Islander
peoples.
The Mass in Broome also remembered the work of linguist Fr
Kevin McKelson SAC and the people of La Grange/Bidyadanga
who cooperated with him to produce the text for the original
Missa Bidyadanga and then the Missa Kimberley.
The Missa Kimberley is celebrated in the Diocese of Broome
with the full support of the Australian Episcopal Conference and
is done so in expectation that the Indigenous people of the region
might be able pray to their Lord and God in their own way, in
their own manner and in their own language.
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During Mass, the Gospel was danced and sung in by the Yolngu
dancers. Photo: L Grant

At the conclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday
Mass, Bishop Saunders presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the
people of La Grange/Bidyadanga in thanks for the work they did with
Fr Kevin McKelson SAC in writing the Missa Bidyadanga and Missa
Kimberley. Photo: L Grant

Yolgnu dancers after Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander
Sunday Mass at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome.
NAIDOC celebrations in Broome began with the Reconciliation Walk
lead by the four flag bearers. Photo: L Grant

At Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral, Robert Dann on didgeridoo
led the procession into the church. Photo: L Grant

Centacare Kimberley CEO Michael King was honoured to be presented
with the Reconciliation Award at the Annual Kullari NAIDOC dinner in
Broome during NAIDOC week. Michael was recognised for his efforts in
expanding the reach of Centacare and providing culturally appropriate
support for homeless Aboriginal people in the Kimberley. Photo: A Rohr
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Legacy Cross in the Diocese of Broome Part 1

Kununurra
Balgo

Billiluna

Doon Doon
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Gibb River
Mirima

Warmun
Mulan

Wyndham

Wyndham
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Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre

Sister Starts a Campaign of Care
In the early 1980s elderly people who needed nursing care
had to leave their homes in Broome and go to Derby or Perth
as there was no aged care facility in the town.
In August 1983 Mr Mamid bin Amid was transferred from
Broome hospital to Numbala Nunga Nursing Home in Derby.
As the ambulance drove away, his wife wept bitterly, knowing
that he would be 200 kms away and visits would be difficult.
Sr Germanus Kent SSJG was so moved by the despair and
injustice she witnessed that day, she began a campaign to
provide aged care closer to home.

unveiled that day – one for the Germanus Kent Hostel with 10
low care beds and another for the Bran Nue Dae Centre which
provided a day facility for locals. Germanus had accomplished
part of her goal.

Petition Signed and Lobbying Began

The first step was to call a meeting at the Civic Centre to
organise a petition to change the Broome hospital to C-class,
so some long term patients could be accommodated there.
The result was the formation of the Broome Aged Welfare
Association with Matron Jean Baird as chairperson and Sr
Germanus as secretary. A petition was duly signed by over
500 residents. After some time two beds in the Broome
District Hospital were allocated for extended care patients.
This was a beginning, but the goal of having both high and
low care facilities in Broome was a long way off. Germanus
wrote hundreds of letters to journalists, Church leaders,
politicians, government officials and anyone she felt could
bring influence. No one
was spared. It was well
known that any politician
arriving at the Broome
airport could expect to be
challenged by her. Sisters
became accustomed to the
rhythmic tapping of her old
typewriter as she produced
letters seeking support.
When in Perth she would
walk the halls of parliament
Typewriter used by Sr Germanus
and government offices. All
the arguments put forward relating to costs, numbers or
sustainability did not daunt her. She regarded the matter as a
social justice issue. It is reported that the Provincial of the St
John of God Order in Perth was once approached by the
Commissioner of Health requesting she ‘do something about
Sister Germanus’!

Sr Germanus speaks at a public meeting

Frail Aged Hostel and Day Care Centre Opened

Eventually some success when the Shire of Broome provided
land in Saville Street for a frail aged hostel and day care centre
to be built. Photographic records show that two plaques were
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Germanus Kent Hostel 1991

Matron Jean Baird and Sr Germanus continued to work
with the Broome Aged and Disabled Services, which managed
the complex. Support came from the Broome community
when the Lionesses raised $15000.
Although age and frailty were catching up with Germanus
herself, she felt the job was not done and continued lobbying
for high care facilities.
Dream Becomes a Reality

The Shire of Broome allocated land in Dickson Drive but
there was the need for a professional body to become involved
and take on this next major step. Germanus turned to the
Knights of the Southern Cross who managed Southern Cross
Care to take on this work.

At this time there was a Native Title Claim over the town of
Broome and surrounding areas. The claimants were identified
as the ‘Rubibi Native Title Claimants’ who recognised the
need for the facility and used their right under the Native Title
processes to agree to the use of the land for this purpose. The
WA State then issued a freehold title to the land and the
Rubibi Applicants in turn issued a lease to Southern Cross
Care for a peppercorn rent. This process ensured that the
facility could be built without having to wait for the full
determination of their native title which did not happen for
several years.
Germanus herself retired to Subiaco in 1996 but continued
lobbying from her hospital bed until shortly before her death
in December 2003.
In 2008 Southern Cross Care opened the Bran Nue Dae
Care Services facility which provided for both high and low
care. The residential section was renamed Germanus Kent
House.
The building and services are well known and appreciated
in Broome today, and many benefit from the efforts of those
who fought for the facility.

Wanalirri Catholic School Gibb River celebrates

years
25

On 24 June, Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River celebrated its 25th
Anniversary.
Bishop Saunders, Fr Simion Mutai from Kalumburu, past teachers and
principals, community members and many other guests all came to
celebrate the special occasion.

It was a full few days with a Thursday evening
Mass at Flat Rock, the procession of the Legacy
Cross around the community, Mass for the Nativity
of John the Baptist and the blessing of the
Ngallagunda grotto.

Carrying out the water blessing at the new grotto in Gibb River is Dalton
Wungundin, helped by Daemon Savoia. Photo: D Savoia

Fr Simion Mutai with Sr Frances Wilson RNDM. Photo:
Br B Fitzhardinge CFC

During the Thursday night Mass at Flat Rock, Nelita Jorda blessed the people with water straight from the Hann River. Photo: D Savoia

As with any good celebration in the Kimberley, there
is always cake! Photo: Br B Fitzhardinge CFC

The students of Wanalirri School, in Gibb River, performed a play based on
the early years of the school where they re-enacted the meeting of
Ngallagunda community members with Bishop Jobst. From left, Dalton
Wungundin, Ben Dingle, and Daemon Savoia. Photo: Br B Fitzhardinge CFC
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Parish News
BALGO
LEFT: Fr
Ernest Kandie,
Parish Priest,
caught up
with Veronica
Lulu after a
family mass
in Mulan
recently.

In Balgo, sisters Helen and Eva Nagomara successfully
digging for bush potatoes on the church leaders NAIDOC
bush tucker excursion.

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Photo: Fr C Knapman

At Beagle Bay Fr Dan O’Donovan has found himself a new
set of wheels to get around.

Photo: Fr C Knapman

ABOVE: Preparing for the NAIDOC celebrations is Rose
Victor from Beagle Bay. Rose made many pairs of clapping
sticks for the Sacred Heart School children to paint during
NAIDOC week.
LEFT: Beagle Bay recently held an art show to exhibit some of
the wonderful talent of the Dampier Peninsula. The art show
included the paintings from the Peninsula that were submitted
to the Diocese of Broome Jubilee Art Prize.
Photo: Fr C Knapman
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Parish News
LA GRANGE/BIDYADANGA
At St John the Baptist Church in La Grange/Bidyadanga, Parish Priest Fr Benny Calanza has been keeping very busy with
baptisms.

Lyla Yanawana with parents Louie Jr. and Anthea. Photo: Fr B Calanza

WYNDHAM

Nigel Jessell with (Back L to R) parents Andrew Jessell and Charlene
Bullen Sponsors/godparents Sharna Spratt and Greg Ryan and little
cousins. Photo: Fr B Calanza

BROOME

Fr Joel Nyongesa celebrated the marriage of Frederick Johnson
and and Latarney McGinty at Queen of Apostles Church in
Wyndham on Friday 8 July.

Bishop Saunders celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in
Broome in June.

School News
DERBY

Photo: B Mills

Children and staff from Holy Rosary School recently
entered a float in the Derby Boab Festival. The float told
the story of the history of Holy Rosary School - THEN
TILL NOW.

KUNUNURRA
St Joseph's School
in Kununurra
celebrated First
Eucharist in the
last week of Term 3
with Fr Joel
Nyongesa. It was a
lovely celebration of
this important
Sacrament for
Aliyah Haji-Ali,
Geraldine Melpi
and Chandeline
Newry.
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School News
LOMBADINA

MULAN
At John
Pujajangka-Piyirn
School in Mulan,
students
participated in a
smoking
ceremony to
celebrate
NAIDOC week.

Photo: Fr C Knapman

Students from Christ the King Catholic School in
Lombadina/Djarindjin have often been coming to the church
property after school to cleanup and rake up leaves. They do a
great job and Fr Christopher Knapman says the whole place
has been transformed by their work.

Photo: Fr E Kandie

RINGER SOAK
In Term 2
students at
Birlirr
Ngawiyiwu
Catholic
School in
Ringer Soak
experienced a
variety of
First Aid
activities with
Surf Life
Saving WA,
where they
particularly
enjoyed CPR.

Photo: J Ketteringham

Ringer Soak Community celebrated NAIDOC Week with the
Elders preparing a Smoking Ceremony followed by story
telling, dancing and painting. They also cooked damper and
kangaroo tails, which went down very well!

Photo: J Ketteringham

08 9192 2293

LIFE - It is sacred

25 Robinson St,
Broome WA 6725
centamanager@westnet.com.au

Providing Support to the West Kimberley
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing Vouchers
Homeless Accommodation Support
Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
Accommodation Support for people living with Mental Health
Public Tenancy Support Services

HOMELESS BREAKFAST:

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.
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FR MCMAHON PLACE
MON, WED, FRI
8.00AM - 9.30AM

School News
WYNDHAM

Mirima Dancers-Miss Katie Sanders-Nikki McCoy-Dryden. Photo: Z Birch

WARMUN

Photo: Sr J Murphy rsj

On the last week of Term 2, the staff and students at St Joseph’s
At Ngalangangpum School in Warmun, the students
School in Wyndham celebrated NAIDOC Week. Students did
learn that reading makes you bright. Just look at this
activities with the ATAs and went on an excursion to the prison
group who needed sunglasses to read their books!
tree out on the King River Road. They also had the company of the
Mirima Dance Group, and students, families and visitors enjoyed
watching and participating in the dancing.

Lions Club Children
of Courage Award

‘Time Out’ in the East Kimberley
“Time out” is a term familiar to those
who know basketball.
It’s a technique to stop the game,
even interrupt the flow of the game to
reassess and put a few new strategies in
place or to be reminded of the ‘game
play’. For those interested in developing
and deepening their spiritual life Fr
Tom Gleeson was able to help many
with some special ‘time out’.
From gatherings in small groups
across the communities of the East
Kimberley Fr Tom led the participants
into silence through a few simple age
old methods of contemplation,
meditation and Lectio Divina, which as
he says is formation and not

information.
Listening to, and engaging with,
Aboriginal men and women over the
years has enabled Fr Tom to share
from his own appreciation and
understanding of the ancient
spirituality of this country, the
sacredness of the land, the culture,
the ‘dreaming stories’ and the life of
Jesus which fanned the sparks of the
fire of love that lives in the heart of
us all, for those who listened and
shared from their life experience.
Fr Tom says that “the spirituality
of silence is the meeting place of
both spiritualties and the ground of
our being,” a practice that the First
People of this nation know
instinctively.
Many things have to change
course but it is we human beings
above all who need to change. We
lack an awareness of our common
origin, of our mutual belonging, and
of a future to be shared with
everyone. This basic awareness
would enable the development of
new convictions, attitudes and forms
of life. A great cultural, spiritual
and educational challenge stands
before us, and it will demand that
we set out on the long path of
Sr Alma Cabassi rsj
renewal.
Out bush - the natural learning place - Pauline Jack Laudato Si….Pope Francis.
and Fr Tom

The Lions Club Children of Courage
Awards provides recognition to the
many young people severely
disadvantaged by a variety of disabilities.
Matt Saraza of Broome was a recipient
of this award. Congratulations to Matt
and his parents Ronaldo and Monette.
What Matt has achieved is remarkable
and highlights the dedication of his
parents and helpers.

Matt Saraza winning the Lions Club
Courage Award
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K
I

D
S’

By carrying and dying on his Cross, Jesus offered his
disciples a wonderful treasure – happiness
and joy with his loving Father in Heaven.
It is easy to SAY we are a follower or a
Disciple of Jesus. But sometimes, it is not
so easy to BE a disciple of Jesus.
( Luke 14: 25-33)

KORNER

What a happy family! Working with
and being kind to one another!
Do you think they are always happy
together?
_________

Does your family always live
happily together?
1. Write about one difficult time that
you have being in your family:
………………………………………...
.........................................................

That is what Jesus would call a
“cost” of living in family. Thinking
of Jesus, he carried his CROSS to
come to his Father in heaven. That
was very difficult for him.
He asks us to carry our difficulties
our hurts – our CROSS – so we, too,
will come to our Father in Heaven.

COLOUR ME!

2. As well as the one you have just
written about, what are some other
difficulties, or crosses, you carry?
………………………………………
………………………………………
………………………………………

© 2016 Carmel-Anne Ellen rsm

1
V
14
Q

15
I

2
G
16
H

3
X

4
K
17
T

5
J

6
Y

18
A

19
W

7
E
20
N

8
U

9
Z
21
P

10
F
22
S

11
R
23
D

12
L
24
M

Be KIND to FAMILY

13
O
25
C

LOVING OTHERS
26
B

Replace each number with its own letter to
reveal the coded words.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

25-18-11-11-6 ________________________
25-11-13-22-22 _______________________
10-13-12-12-13-19 _____________________
23-15-22-25-15-21-12-7 ________________
25-13-22-17 __________________________
25-18-20-20-13-17 _____________________
10-18-17-16-7-11
15-20
16-7-18-1-7-20
______________
___ ______________

In your Bible at Luke 14: 25-33, find and write
the sentence containing most of above words.

_____________________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
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Be ANGRY
Be FORGIVING
Be DISHONEST
FOLLOW JESUS
Be THOUGHTFUL
BE a COWARD
Be PRAYERFUL

Being LAZY

Being DISHONEST
Be WELL-BEHAVED

SEEKING HEAVEN

Above are some words describing the
kind of person you can be. Brightly
colour the words that show you are a
Disciple of Jesus .
Words that do not, colour darkly.
CARRY their CROSS
(Ring the one
you will practise daily!)

Parish/Mass
Centres

Prayer Time

BROOME

Holy Father, God of Love
You are the creator of this land and of all good
things.
Our hope is in you because you gave your son
Jesus
to reconcile the world to you.
We pray for your strength and grace to forgive,
accept and love one another,
as you love us and forgive and accept us
in the sacrifice of your son.

Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
			 Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
			 Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA

Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Fr Ernest Kandie
Mass times:
Balgo: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
Billiluna: 2nd/4th Sunday 10:00am
Mulan: 1st/3rd Sunday 10:00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hilary Rotich
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8:00am
Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm
One Arm Point Sunday 10:30am

DERBY

Recently Departed
			

†† ERIC WILSON

of Mount Barnett died on 13 April 2016.
†† PETER SKEEN
of Balgo died in Darwin on 18 April 2016.
†† SEAN KALION
of Balgo died in Broome on the 28 May 2016.
†† MIKHALI HUZLAN TYSON HUNTER died on Wednesday 22 June 2016.
†† ERIN MILLER
employee at Horizon House, died in Perth on 24
June 2016.
†† MS DANIELLE ROGERS of Halls Creek, died tragically on 29 June 		
2016.
†† KEVIN WAINA
of Kalumburu died after a long illness on 1 July 		
2016.
†† BILL DOONDAY
of Mulan, died in Halls Creek on 1 July 2016.
†† ALICE HUNTER
a long-time resident of Halls Creek, died in 		
Broome on 4 July 2016.
†† STEPHEN UNGHANGO of Kalumburu died after a short illness on 5
July 2016.
†† ALBERT CUMMINGS died in a tragic road accident in Kununurra on 16
July 2016.
†† NELSON MALAY of Derby died tragically on 17 July 2016.
†† GWEN JORDA
of Derby died in Perth on 26 July 2016, after a 		
long illness.
†† ELIZABETH RILEY from Derby died on 26 July 2016 after a long 		
illness.
†† FRANCES HUGO died in Perth in the early hours of 27 July 2016.

May they rest in Peace
If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org
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Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
Derby: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
			
Sunday 9:00am
Fitzroy Crossing: 5:00pm 2nd/4th
				 Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK

Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
		 2nd/4th Sundays: 8:30am
		 1st/3rd Sundays: 6:00pm

KALUMBURU

Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Simion Mutai
Mass times:
			Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
			Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA

Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times:
Kununurra: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8:30am
Wyndham: Sunday 9:00am
Warmun: Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA

Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM

Refer Kununurra Parish

On Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Sunday at Our Lady Queen of Peace
Cathedral in Broome, Bishop Saunders celebrated the baptism of Eliona Yangurul
Bero, daughter of Czackses (R) and Soleli (second from R).

Fr Christopher Knapman was recently up close
with this young saltwater crocodile at One Arm
Point. We don’t recommend you try this at home!

RIGHT: NAIDOC
celebrations
in Ringer
Soak. Photo: J
Ketteringham

On the Dampier Peninsula, Murray Wynne from
Djarindjin carefully chose a tree to make a spear before
a day out fishing. Photo: Fr C Knapman

