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Celebrating Mary MacKillop 
Feast Day at Ngalangangpum 
School in Warmun with three-
legged races. Front from left, 
Mackenzie Webber, Paiden 
Bray and Vincent Ramsey.

‘Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace’ 

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi

The REEP programme (Relationships 
Exhibition Education Package) is being 
given a good workout by two Year 4 classes 
from St Mary’s College, Broome.

The REEP 
programme is a 
suite of four 
separate packages 
for each of Years 
3,4,5 and 6. 
Looking for 
feedback from 
REEP, Heritage 
Centre staff, 
Sarah and Helen, 
interviewed 
teachers Ms 
Hannah and Ms 
Pip. Both teachers 
confirmed the 
initial attention 
grabber for them 
was the student workbook, and from that 
they moved on to the digital Teacher’s 
Manual.

They expressed surprise at the breadth of 
resources provided digitally. Just click and 
there is a DVD all ready to play, laughed 
Hannah. When asked about how easily the 
work units complied with the Australian 
Curriculum Easy, said Pip, the curriculum 
codes are all there and all I need to do is 

tick them off. Perfect!
With their Pre Activities completed both 

classes visited the Heritage Centre 
accompanied by teachers, teaching 

assistants and 
parents. They 
were divided 
into two 
groups of 
thirty to work 
on activities 
from their 
Student 
Booklet. One 
group 
remained in 
the 
Bernardine 
Greene Room 
while the 
other went to 
the 

Relationships Exhibition. Later they 
swapped locations so all could complete the 
activities.

There was plenty of learning and plenty 
of fun as all finally gathered under the 
shady trees to enjoy a well earned lunch.

The REEP programme is downloadable 
from the Heritage Centre’s website  
heritage.ssjg.org.au

Relationships Exhibition Education Package

Trevor Tough, a well-known 
Kimberley identity now 
living down south in W.A., 
was recently honoured at 
the Kununurra Norforce 
depot with a bar in the 
premises.

Named after him, this 
honour was in recognition 
of his contribution to 
Norforce as a foundation 
member and as a long 
serving solider with an 
exemplary record to his 
name.

Trevor Tough Bar

CAS

SSJG Heritage Centre Broome
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Viewpoint

This Holy Year is fast moving to a close 
with the Feast of Christ the King on the 
20th November being the official end of 
the Year of Mercy and the conclusion of 
our Jubilee 50 Year as a Diocese.   These 
past few months have witnessed some 
wonderful celebrations; all of them 
significant, prayerful and memorable.  
Many festivities and events have been 
held in parishes, in towns, or in local 
isolated communities.  Others have been 
Diocesan based gatherings such as the 
Jubilee Mass on 2 June in Broome or 
services provided by the Diocese such as 
the Christof Art Exhibition which 
travelled beyond Broome so that others 
might enjoy its beauty.  

Among the many innovative and 
devout happenings that contributed to 
our spiritual nourishment and 
communion in faith during this Holy 
Year was the Journey of the Cross, the 
WYD Legacy Cross, which has now 
become, in so many ways, the Kimberley 
Cross. It has been piously regarded and 
venerated by large crowds in every town 
and in all the communities that have a 
significant Catholic presence. It became 
our focal point in faith in the gatherings 
we had and in the celebrations that were 
organized Kimberley-wide.  It was at the 
centre of Confirmations on a number of 
occasions and accompanied the 
celebration of Penitential Rites in some 
very remote locations. 

The Cross led the processions in 
towns and villages, and stood as a sign 
of hope while we prayed under the light 
of campfires in rugged outdoor settings, 
in schools and in parks, on sites all over 
the Kimberley where people gathered. 

These past few weeks I have had an 
image in my mind taken from the 
Gospels; of Jesus leading a procession of 
followers into Jerusalem, towards the 
Capital where he was to be tortured and 
executed.  It is to be found in Luke 14: 
25-34.  The Lord stops and reminds the 
crowd that they must count the cost if 
they are to be His disciples. “Whoever 
does not carry the Cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple,” Jesus says.  He 
reminds the crowd following that this 
life of ours is at times torturous, it is 
marked by constant disappointments, at 
times harrowing sadness and a sense of 
failure.  However, the Cross we are 
asked by the Lord to carry is not a crown 
that removes all of this hardship or 
restores us to some sort of 
comfortability but, rather, unites us in a 
sense of divine purpose and affords us, 
through Grace, the conviction that God 
is all merciful and boundless in His love 
for us.   Jesus’ death and resurrection 
are the means to eternal life for us. Our 
communion with Him enables us to see 
the rightful relationship with God and 

humanity that we have 
been called to as true disciples, the salt 
of the earth in what is so often 
otherwise a tasteless world. 

The Year of Mercy beckons us still to 
appreciate the loving Mercy of God and 
how we too have been called to be all 
merciful to others.  Mother Teresa had a 
wonderful saying: “if you judge people 
then you will have no time to love 
them.”  If there was ever a time for us to 
contemplate deeply the wonderful Mercy 
of God it is now.  We have shared so 
much this past year that has opened for 
us, I believe, moments of faith and 
understanding, for which we must be 
always grateful. Still now, we are in need 
of personal conversion and change that 
God’s merciful love and forgiveness may 
touch us fully. Mother Teresa once said: 
“Yesterday is gone, tomorrow is not yet. 
We have only today. Let us begin.”

Symbol of mercy, pathway of forgiveness.

I take this opportunity to thank the 
many people involved in the 
celebrations and festivities.  I am 
grateful for the tireless efforts of my 
staff in the Chancery; they have 
worked very hard over the months, 
beyond any usual call to duty. The 
schools and the Catholic Education 
Office have been major contributors 
to this effort to praise God for His 
goodness to us. Their dedication 
during the Holy Year has helped us 
to remember the essence of who we 
are as Kimberley Christians and the 
importance of recognizing our call to 
holiness as disciples of the Lord. 
This has been a period of prayerful 
activity that has given to us all the 
chance to focus on our vocation as 
Christians. The people in all the 
parishes have been active too in this 
important year of recollection as have 
the priests and religious in the 
Diocese. Of special mention are Mick 
Connelly and Phil White who 
accompanied the cross on its epic 
journey around the Kimberley and 
cared for it at every stage. To you all, 
I would most earnestly like to pass 
on my prayerful good wishes in 
gratefulness for your part in 
everything that has constituted the 
Holy Year of special Grace for us as a 
Kimberley people.



4  KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE  OCTOBER 2016

In the last issue, I wrote about the 2016 Social Justice 
Statement from Australia’s Bishops, titled ‘A Place at the 
Table: Social justice in an ageing society’. 

One aim of the Statement is to celebrate ‘the value, dignity 
and significant contributions of older people to the life of the 
community’. Another aim is to remind us that we cannot 
forget the needs of those who are marginalised or 
underprivileged. The Statement recognises that by the middle 
of this century, the number of Australians aged 65 and over 
will more than double. Mostly, this is a good thing – ‘the most 
positive development in the last century of human history’. 

Those words were quoted by the Bishops from the 2014 
document ‘Blueprint for an Ageing Australia’ by the leading 
think tank Per Capita. Two years later, Per Capita has joined 
with the Benevolent Society and the Longevity Innovation Hub 
to write another document, ‘The Adequacy of the Age Pension 
in Australia’. 

Here are the first two paragraphs of the Executive Summary 
of that paper:

‘The Age Pension in Australia is inadequate.
‘It fails to provide a decent standard of living for 

approximately 1.5 million older Australians who rely on it as 
their main source of income. Some pensioners are taking 
drastic measures in order to make ends meet – they are 
turning off hot water in summer, blending food because they 
can’t afford a dentist and choosing between food and 
medication.’

The worst-off, the paper says, are those who do not own 
their own homes and are renting – particularly women who 
lack superannuation or other savings.

There is a striking similarity between this document and 
parts of the Bishops’ Statement. The Social Justice Statement 
names several groups most likely to suffer hardship in old age: 
two of those groups are women with limited savings and 
people facing the prospect of homelessness. 

Per Capita and its colleague agencies are emphatic that 
Australia owes its older citizens a decent standard of living, 
and that we should recognise the contributions they have 
made beyond strictly economic ones:

‘Today’s pensioners have spent a lifetime contributing to 
Australia through paid careers, raising children, volunteering 
and homemaking.’

The Bishops make exactly that point in their Statement, 
calling us to recognise the value of older people as ‘significant 
contributors to the nation’s social capital and budget bottom 
line’. 

‘We call for a higher level of care for older people who are 
frail and vulnerable,’ the Bishops say. ‘The sanctity and dignity 
of their lives must be defended against a “throw-away” culture 
… We must acknowledge the legacy of our elders as we plan 
for the future. Will we ensure they find their rightful place at 
the table?’ 

We are called, the Bishops say, ‘to be united in love: all 
God’s people, from generation to generation, planted in love 
and built on love’. If we are united in love, we cannot see our 
older brothers and sisters living lives of deprivation, indignity 
and insecurity

By Dr David Brennan, Editing and 
Publications Officer of the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council

Office of Justice, 
Ecology and Peace

United in love
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New Kids
on the
Block

1. Baptised recently at 
St John the Baptist 
Church in La Grange/
Bidyadanga was Harley 
Billycan, with parents 
Dion and Janelle. Photo: 
Fr B Calanza

2. In Kalumburu is baby 
Sikhan with his mum 
Anne Clement. Photo: Fr 
S Mutai

Edmund was born in 
Germany. He was an 
English king who was given 
the throne when he was 
only fourteen. But his high 
position did not make him 
proud or snobbish. Instead, 
he took as his model the 
Old Testament king, David.

Edmund tried to serve God as well as David had. In 
fact, Edmund even learned David's psalms by heart. 
The psalms are beautiful hymns of praise to God 
contained in the Holy Bible.

King Edmund ruled wisely, showing kindness and 
justice to all his people. When Danish barbarians 
attacked his land, he fought them bravely. Their army 
was much larger than his. At last, the English king 
was captured.

The barbarian leader offered to spare Edmund's life 
if he would agree to give his Christian people to him. 
But the king refused and said he would never save his 
life by offending God and his people. In anger, the 
pagan chief ordered for him to be put to death.

St Edmund was tied to a tree and then cruelly 
whipped. The holy king took it all patiently, calling on 
Jesus for strength. Next, his torturers shot arrows into 
every part of his body. They were careful not to hit any 
vital organ, so he would suffer for a long time. At last 
they chopped off his head. King Edmund died in 870.

Saint News
St Edmund

Feast Day: November 20 
Born: 841 
Died: 870

2

1
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Briefly Speaking

With his bag already packed Fr 
Edward Khaemba CSSp is 
heading for the Kimberley 
Mission where he once trained 
as a student for the priesthood. 
Fr Edward said "This has been a 
dream of mine”. We look 
forward to Fr Edward's arrival.

The Diocese of Broome recently 
welcomed Sr Maureen Donnelly rsj to 
Halls Creek Josephite Community. Sr 
Maureen comes from Queensland. Sr 
Maureen trained as a nurse and comes 
with a wealth of experience in working 
in community and Aged Care having 
spent more than 12 years at Wadeye NT. 
Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi rsj

Deborah Donation, left, recently visited Gibb 
River, Wanalirri Catholic School. Deborah 
works at Mt Barnett School and enjoyed her 
visit with Kieran-Rae Wilson. Photo: CAS

Kimberley Catholic Volunteers Julie and Lawrie 
Grant recently returned home to Melbourne 
after completing their volunteering term. Julie 
and Lawrie, who spent nearly three years in the 
Kimberley, worked in the Chancery Office in 
Broome, Balgo Parish, Kalumburu Parish and 
the Warmun Retreat Centre. They will be 
greatly missed. Photo: M Van Dal

LEFT: Fr Greg Homeming OCD 
was recently in Broome to direct 
the Annual Clergy Retreat.  Fr 
Greg, from Sydney, is the 
Regional Superior of the 
Discalced Carmelites, and has 
previously been Novice Master 
and Retreat Director. Photo: A 
Rohr

Mick Connelly and Phil White from Victoria have recently 
been travelling around the Kimberley with the Legacy 
Cross as part of the Diocesan Jubilee celebrations. Photo: 
A Rohr

Jacqui Remond, the 
Director of Catholic 
Earthcare Australia, was 
recently in Broome for 
the Kimberley launch of 
Laudato Si’: On Care of 
Our Common Home. 
The launch was held at 
the University of Notre 
Dame Australia Broome 
Campus. Laudato Si’ was 
published by Pope 
Francis in 2015 and 
emphasises the need for 
community-centred 
action to create change. 
Photo: A Rohr
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Students meet Foreign Minister on World Humanitarian Day

Caritas

J Harris

A Rohr

To mark World Humanitarian Day, held on Friday, 19 
August 2016, students from Our Holy Redeemer School in 
Melbourne’s Surrey Hills met with the Foreign Minister, 
the Hon Julie Bishop at an event at the State Library of 
Victoria.
The Foreign Minister addressed students, as well as 
representatives of the Australian humanitarian community, 
to outline Australia’s humanitarian commitments in the 
future.

Caritas Australia

Our Holy Redeemer School is one of 1,700 Catholic 
schools supporting the work of Caritas in responding to 
humanitarian emergencies and long-term development 
programs.
World Humanitarian Day is an annual event which 
coincides with the anniversary of the 2003 bombing of the 
United Nation’s Baghdad headquarters.  It pays tribute to 
the hundreds of thousands of aid workers who risk their 
lives every day to help those in need. It also seeks to 
mobilise action for a more humane world.
The 2016 theme is “One Humanity” and, as one of the 
largest humanitarian networks in the world, Caritas 
welcomes the Australian government’s recognition of this 
important day.
Caritas CEO, Paul O’Callaghan said, “there will always be 
major challenges arising from natural disasters and 
human conflicts.  At no other time since the Second 
World War has there been such an immense global 
challenge. More than 130 million people are currently in 
need of humanitarian assistance to survive.”
 

Yesteryear: 
Images From Our Past

The ordination of Fr Christopher Saunders in 1976 with his 
family, John, Joan and brother Michael.

Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives

Meeting Mother Teresa
By Brian Kane

Back in 1977 I was doing some volunteer work in Calcutta, 
India, with the Missionaries of Charity. On one occasion a 
small group of us met Mother Teresa. I noticed that she was 
small in stature and her face and hands were quite wrinkled 
from her years of working with the poor; yet her eyes 
sparkled.  I fumbled for a piece of paper and asked her if 
she wouldn't mind signing it for me. I kept it in a scrap 
book, attached by sticky tape, in my brother’s garage in 
Melbourne, until this Christmas when I went searching for 
it. I knew that Mother Teresa was to be canonised a Saint in 
September of this year and that my treasured piece of paper 
would in fact be classed as a second class relic.  
Subsequently, I had a frame professionally made which 
included a picture of Mother Teresa and the result was 
amazing. 



Catholic Mission’s 2016 World Mission Month parish appeal, which focuses on 
domestic violence in Papua New Guinea, borrows its theme from the Prayer of St 
Francis of Assisi. 

Held primarily during October in parishes around Australia, this year’s appeal 
tells the story of community advocates from Mercy Works, Catholic Mission’s 
partner in Papua New Guinea, as they confront an issue made even more difficult 
by isolation and poverty. 

Catholic Mission National Director Father Brian Lucas says the appeal’s theme 
encapsulates the work of missionaries in Australia’s closest neighbouring country. 
“The men and women serving in Papua New Guinea truly are instruments of 
God’s peace,” he said. “It is a difficult time and a very challenging mission that 
they are undertaking, but we have seen real change in recent years.”

 While acknowledging that domestic violence is highly prevalent in Australia 
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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

too, Father Lucas explained that 
circumstances in Papua New Guinea 
meant support was far more difficult to 
access. “I’ve seen personally many 
isolated and disadvantaged 
communities that lack access to support 
networks,” he said. “In these 
communities, family violence can be 
particularly devastating.” 

During World Mission Month in 
October, Australians are asked to 
support efforts to overcome the 
domestic violence that still troubles the 
small nation. At the centre of the 
appeal are two domestic violence 
survivors, Steven and Jacinta, who now 
work as development officers with 
Mercy Works’ community advocacy and 
family life programs.

 United by their shared experiences, 
Steven and Jacinta are two wounded 
healers, who draw on their own 
experiences to help improve the lives of 
others in the Diocese of Daru-Kiunga. 
“I want to see a healthy family and a 
healthy community,” says Steven. 
“That’s my aim.” 

Father Lucas says supporting 
missionaries like Steven and Jacinta 
reflects Pope Francis’ World Mission 
Day message. “In this Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, Pope Francis calls us all to be 
instruments of peace,” Father Lucas 
said. “As the Pope says, ‘the Gospel of 
forgiveness and mercy can bring joy 
and reconciliation, justice and peace.’

 “Through your donations, prayers or 
advocacy, I invite you to join us in our 
support of missionaries like Steven and 
Jacinta, and help communities in 
Papua New Guinea to turn away from 
domestic violence and towards a better 
future.”

To find out more about World 
Mission Month, or to donate, 
please visit catholicmission.org.au/
WMM.

World Mission Month appeal
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Baby Micha Sibosado, who was baptised by Bishop Saunders, was the first 
baby to be baptised in the newly renovated Nulungu Chapel.
The chapel underwent extensive renovations in early 2016 which will be 
complete in the coming months.

Nulungu Chapel Baptism 

From left, granddad Graham, mum Zea holding Micha, dad Slade holding 
Slade Junior and grandma Thelma.

CAS

International Conference visits 
Beagle Bay
As part of the International Conference for Indigenous 
Cultures, that was hosted in Broome, 60 students from 
Australia, Japan, Korea, Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia 
and Indonesia visited Beagle Bay on Wednesday 24 August. 
The students spent time in classrooms with the students of 
Sacred Heart School Beagle Bay, sharing their stories and 
culture before completing some activities with the students 
and celebrating Mass in Sacred Heart Church.

N Burrows

Every year the Bidyadanga Emus play the Broome 
Saints for the Fr McKelson Shield in memory of Fr 
Kevin McKelson SAC.  Fr McKelson spent many 
years in the Kimberley and was a keen football fan 
who helped to establish both teams.
This year the Shield was taken out by the 
Bidyadanga Emus.

Fr McKelson Shield

Nathan Hunter of the Bidyadanga Emus with the Fr 
McKelson Shield.

The Mary G Foundation has been working this year in the 
Kalumburu Remote Community School.

Mary G in Kalumburu

The lucky kids in Kalumburu were recently entertained by no other 
than Broome identity Mary G!

Fr B Calanza

E Aldrich
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Following on from the 
canonisation of Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) on 
4 September 2016, it is timely 
to look back on her life and 
teachings.

This basic app gives a brief 
biography of Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta, from her early life to 
her death and legacy.

The app also includes 
hundred of quotes from Saint 

Teresa of Calcutta and you have the ability to mark 
your favourite quotes so they are easy to find.

With the abundance of inspiration to be found, 
this is a great app to have.

Vatican Dossier

Pope’s 
Morning 
Homily: Look 
in the Mirror 
Before 
Judging 
Others

The Pope gave this advice during a homily at morning 
Mass in the Casa Santa Marta, reported Vatican Radio, as 
he pointed out that God’s judgment is distinguished from 
ours by “mercy,” not “omnipotence.”

Because judgment belongs only to God, the Pope 
explained, “If we do not want to be judged, we should not 
judge others.”

Drawing inspiration from the Gospel, the Pope said, 
“All of us want the Lord to look upon us with kindness” 
on Judgment Day and hope He “will forget the many bad 
things we have done in life.”

Therefore, if “you judge others constantly,” he warned, 
“with the same measure you shall be judged.” The Lord, 
he said, therefore asks us to look in the mirror:

“Look in the mirror, but not to put on makeup to hide 
the wrinkles. No, no, no, that’s not the advice! Look in the 
mirror to look at yourself as you are. ‘Why do you see the 
speck that is in your brother’s eye and do not notice the 
log that is in your own eye?’  Or, how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the 
log is still in your eye? And how does the Lord look at us 
then, when we do this? One word: ‘hypocrite.’ First take 
the log out of your eye, and then you shall see clearly to 
take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

“Being judgmental is very ugly. Judgment belongs only 
to God, to Him alone!” the Pope exclaimed.  It is for us to 
“love,” to “understand, to pray for others when we see 
things that are not good” said the Pope, inviting us to talk 
kindly to others so that they may learn from their 
mistakes.

The Pope warned that if we judge others, we “are 
putting ourselves in the place of God” with our “poor” 
and “never true judgment.” Our judgment, Francis 
explained, cannot be like God’s “because our judgment is 
lacking mercy, but when God judges, He judges with 
mercy.”

Noting that human judgment lacks the mercy of the 
Lord’s judgment, Francis concluded, praying, “May the 
Lord make us understand these things.”

APP REVIEW

Mother Teresa Quotes
Free for

Travelling Art Exhibition - 
Christof and Balgo Banners 
Collection
The Christof 
Collection visited 
Derby and Halls 
Creek in July. The 
collection also 
included the 
winners of the 
Diocese of Broome 
Jubilee Art Prize. 
The travelling Art 
Exhibition gave 
people from around 
the Kimberley the 
chance to see some 
of the amazing 
collection of 
Kimberley artwork. 
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At Casa Santa Marta, Reminds Faithful to Not Judge 
Others, But Pray for Them.
Look in the mirror before judging others.

Students from Holy Rosary School in Derby admired a winner in 
the Jubilee Art Prize.

L Grant

L Grant

The Art Tour in Halls Creek.
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Few birds are as synonymous with the 
Kimberley as the beautiful, grey Brolga. Most of 
us can easily imagine their energetic dancing 
displays in the misty dawn: legs leaping, wings 
flapping, heads thrown back in a graceful arch. 
And if you haven't witnessed one of these 
amazing displays yourself, there are numerous 
artistic depictions on Kimberley post cards and 
gallery walls. 

In fact, the image of Brolgas dancing against 
a backdrop of boabs is so familiar that we may 
be forgiven for thinking they are unique to the 
Kimberley.  While it is true Brolgas are only 
found in the far north of Western Australia, 

these large 
cranes are 
actually 
widespread 
across much 
of the 
country, with 
large 

populations as far south as Victoria.  And 
they are not uniquely Australian either: 
Brolgas are also found in Papua New 
Guinea! 

Standing at five feet high, Brolgas live near 
wetlands and feed on plants and small 
animals, including frogs and molluscs. 
They can live in large groups during the 
non-mating season, however they 
generally defend isolated territories 
while nesting, and are believed to mate 
for life. 

One of only two Australian cranes, 
Brolgas are very similar in appearance 
to the Sarus Crane, which is found 
mainly in northern Queensland (and 
not in the Kimberley at all). The two 
species can be distinguished by the 
amount of red skin on the head: in the 
Brolga the red is confined to the head, 
whereas in the Sarus it extends 
partway down the neck.

Kimberley Wild

Chicken, corn and sweet potato soup

Kimberley Kitchen

By Kate Austen

At the recent clergy retreat in Broome, Maryanne Van Dal 
from the Chancery Office served this soup to the Diocesan 
clergy and it proved to be a big hit.
So popular was it, that we thought we should share it with 
the rest of the Kimberley.
Enjoy!

Ingredients:
6 - 8 x Chicken thigh fillets
2 x cubes of Continental Chicken Stock
2 x cans of Creamed Corn
2 x cans of Corn Kernels
1 x large or 2 x medium Sweet Potatoes
4 x medium Celery Sticks
3 x medium Carrots
1 x large Brown Onion

Method:
1. Sweat off chopped onion with sliced celery and carrot in 
approximately 3 tablespoons of olive oil.
2. Chop up chicken thigh fillets into bite size pieces, add to 
vegetables and cook for approximately 2 minutes. (Stirring 
continuously)

Brolga
Grus rubicunda

3. Chop sweet 
potato into small 
pieces and add to 
vegetables, along 
with Chicken Stock.
4. Add Corn 
Kernels and 
Creamed Corn. 
5. Simmer for 
approximately 1hr 
stirring regularly to 
avoid sticking.
 
Serve with crusty 
bread or warm dinner rolls
 
Makes approximately 10 serves

Brolga Head Photo: By Sam Schmidt CC 

BY 2.0

Brolga Photo: By jjron, edited by Fir0002 (Own work) CC-BY-SA-3.0

Saurus Crane Head Photo: Luc 

Viatour / www.Lucnix.be

A Rohr
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Ellen Puertollano was born in 1934 in 
the home of her grandparents, Thomas 
and Agnes Puertollano in Broome, 
before the Second World War.

She was the eldest child of Joseph and 
Lilly Puertollano’s two children and 
inherited a rich multicultural heritage 
and a strong Catholic faith.  

She was very close to her sister, 
Evelyn.

Ellen’s mother’s mother, Alice, was a 
full-blood Aboriginal woman from 
Pender Bay, north of Broome.

Her mother’s father came from 
Scotland and was from the Bell-Ker 
family. 

Thomas Puertollano was her father’s 
Filipino father, while Agnes, an 
Aboriginal-Irish woman, was her 
father’s mother.

Thomas came to North West Australia 
in the 1880s and was a pioneer who 
made a significant contribution to the 
establishment of the Catholic missions 
at Lombadina and Disaster Bay. 

Growing up in Broome before the 
war, Ellen attended the convent school 
and was taught by the nuns.

She spent her childhood enjoying 
what most Broome kids did at the time - 
swimming, fishing off the old jetty and 
playing with the other local children.

According to Ellen, Town Beach (Old 
Jetty) was a popular spot where the 
youths used to socialise.

“This was our favourite beach,” she 
said.

“We used to swim and we’d have our 
picnics where the caravan park is now.”

She also remembers the camps they 
had back then for the lugger crew 
including Japanese, Malays, Chinese, 
Manilamen and Koepanger workers, and 
the old Filipino people who used to set 
the fish traps.

One of her favourite memories was 
when local families came together for a 
feast after a day’s catch.

As a child, Ellen used to watch the 
pearling luggers come to shore and 
knew even at a young age that when a 
boat came in with a half mast, it meant 
that someone had passed away.

When she was eight, life turned to 
chaos with the arrival of the Second 
World War and the Japanese air raids.

Like the other families, Ellen and her 
relatives were told to evacuate and had 
to climb aboard big trucks parked 
outside the end of the driveways, ready 
to leave town.

According to government policy at the 
time, Aboriginal people were not 
permitted to go past the 26th parallel, so 
the family left for Beagle Bay, 
accompanied by grandfather Thomas, 
who stayed there until he died. 

The day the family buried him turned 
out to be a day Ellen will never forget.

“We had the biggest fright of our 
lives,” she said.

“In the cemetery where we were 
going, these Japanese Zero planes all of 
a sudden came over. 

“They had the red sun, as clear as 
anything. They came swooping over, you 
couldn’t run or do anything, everybody 
just froze.”

It was a traumatic experience for the 
whole family and one that has stayed 
with Ellen ever since.  

Her family also found out that same 
day her father had passed away at 
Bungarun, near Derby.

The family lived in Beagle Bay for a 
few years.

Ellen’s mother married Jimmy Chi 
(Snr) after the war when everyone 
returned to Broome.

After schooling, at the age of 13, Ellen 
worked for a few of the pearling families 
as a nanny and cleaner including for the 
McDaniel family.

Over the years, she worked in 
domestic and cleaning roles around 

Broome including at the church 
presbytery and the Derby and Broome 
hospitals.

A proud moment of her life was 
becoming a mother to her only son, 
Anthony, who was born in Sydney.

They returned to Broome where she 
devoted the rest of her life to raising 
him, working and maintaining a strong 
relationship with the Catholic Church.

In her later years, Ellen became an 
active volunteer in the community 
including volunteering at the St Vincent 
Pallotti op-shop and at the Sisters of St 
John of God Heritage Centre, which she 
continues to do today.

Her role includes welcoming visitors 
to the Relationships Exhibition, telling 
stories and sharing her knowledge and 
memories of growing up in Broome.

For Ellen, volunteering at the 
Heritage Centre is her way of giving 
back to the nuns and her community 
and preserving her culture for future 
generations.

Most recently, Ellen was involved in 
Nyamba Buru Yawuru’s Jetty to Jetty 
Heritage Trail project, which launched 
earlier this year.

She featured as one of a number of 
locals who shared their stories about 
living and working along the Roebuck 
Bay foreshore.

People Story By Nicola Kalmar

Ellen Puertollano
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Legacy Cross in the Diocese of Broome Part 2

Red Hill

One Arm Point

Derby
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Ringer Soak

Ringer Soak
Red Hill

Red Hill

Kalumburu
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Feast of the Assumption Celebrations in 
Kalumburu
On 15 August, Our Lady of the Assumption Parish in Kalumburu 
celebrated its Feast Day. Bishop Saunders administered the Sacrament 
of Confirmation and staff and students from Wanalirri Catholic 
School in Gibb River travelled to Kalumburu to join in the 
celebrations. 

E Aldrich

E Aldrich

D Savoia

The kids from Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River 
were happy to catch up with old friends while in 
Kalumburu.

The dancers performed after the Feast of the Assumption Mass

The boys, gathered before Mass, about to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 
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Reaching out to the Community

The Year 9 Students at St Mary’s College in Broome 
have been offering their gifts and talents in service to 
the community, as part of their Religious Education 
Unit, People Can Achieve Emotional Peace. Several 
students spent time at Germanus Kent House, 
chatting, reading and playing games with the 
residents, while other students prepared food for 
deliveries for Feed the Little Children. Other students 
utilised their organisational skills by filing documents 

D Jans D Jans

Breakdancing in Bidyadanga 
At a recent breakdancing workshop, held in the community of Bidyadanga, young 
Kannis Norman entertained the crowds with his moves and took home a large 
collection of prizes for his effort.

ABOVE: Bambi Merabida with 
her grandson, and prize winner, 
Kannis Norman and Dacharia 
Albert.

Fr B Calanza 

for SAFE, while some went to the Primary Campus to assist students 
with Literacy and Art. Many found the experience rewarding and are 
seeking to continue their outreach on a more regular basis. 



16  KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE  OCTOBER 2016

Notre Dame Kimberley

The University of Notre Dame Australia, Broome Campus, celebrated 
Graduations in late August. The proceedings commenced with the 
Graduation Mass, celebrated by Father Marcello Parra held at Nulungu 
Chapel followed by the Graduation Ceremony held in the beautiful 
University of Notre Dame Australia Broome Campus grounds, led by Master 
of Ceremonies Sally Clark, Deputy Head of Campus and Assistant Dean of 
the School of Nursing and Midwifery.

A total of 36 students graduated.  The Fr McKelson Prize was awarded to 
three students, Jessica Bargmann, Justine Benjamin and Fortunate 
Mavhondo, who tied this year having received the highest marks across core 
units

Reflecting on the event Sally Clark said, “It was a wonderful night to be 
able to come together with all the students who have shown great 
commitment to their studies over the last two to three years—many from 
remote communities across the Kimberley and greater Western Australia.”

Graduation Time

The 24th Association of Southeast and East 
Asian Catholic Colleges and Universities 
(ASEACCU) Conference, was recently held in 
Broome for the first time. The theme of this 
year’s conference was Valuing Indigenous 
Cultures and Traditions.

The Conference was attended by more than 
150 senior representatives and students from 
Catholic universities and colleges in southeast 
and east Asia who gathered to develop 
networks and explore solutions to global 
challenges, while experiencing the beauty of 
the Kimberley.

ASEACCU Conference

UNDA

2016 Graduands.

UNDA

On 11 and 12 August 2016, the Religious Education Coordinators from our 
Kimberley Catholic schools came to Broome for a meeting and a retreat.  
The retreat was based around the Year of Mercy and was held at the Sisters 
of St John of God beach house. The proximity to the beach meant they had 
the opportunity to walk a labyrinth on the low tide as a part of the 
contemplative prayer practices used throughout the day. 

Religious Education Coordinators Retreat
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Kevin Jason Waina was born to parents Florentina Punchi and 
Laurie Waina. He was the older brother to Gertrude, Dominic, 
Matthew and Bruno. As their oldest brother he loved and 
cared for them dearly.

As a young boy he would be found with Placid 
Undalghumen and Les French, as the three boys all had an 
interest in mechanics. He would also be found watching his 
dad, Laurie, and uncle, Francis, fix the Mission cars and 
trucks for Fr Sanz.

From a young age Kevin had a love for his old people, he 
would help carry the wood and make their fires. Then he 
would sit with them to listen to their stories for hours.  While 
he lived in the boys’ dormitory in the Mission, Kevin met a 
young girl. Together they went fishing, watched movies at the 
picture garden and just 
sat down and told each 
other stories. On 1 
November 1976 he 
married this young girl, 
his first true love, 
Bernadette Cheinmora 
here in the Kalumburu 
church. Together they 
had 7 children and were 
proud grandparents to 17 
grandchildren.

Kevin loved his country 
and with his wife and 
young family would 
always enjoy going out 
bush with his 
grandparents Lucy and 
Robert Unghango. 
Through his 
grandparents and love for 
old people he knew his 
culture. They would take him into the caves and show him the 
Kir Kiro images that were painted a thousand years before. 
They told him the stories of his land of long ago and showed 
him how to make artifacts as well as to collect slate for 
carvings. This would be the teachings that would drive his 
passion for his art later in life.

Kevin and Bernadette with their children travelled through 
the Kimberley, he was a well known man in many towns and 
small communities. He worked many jobs as he was a man of 
many trades. Through his work he sponsored two children 
from Africa, a girl and a boy.

He enjoyed doing what made him happy whether it was his 
interest or his hobby. Starting the Wuljuwaa Radio here in 

Kalumburu then working for PAKAM for many years. Going 
to Rome and Israel on a Pilgrimage with others from 
Kalumburu. Playing the guitar at church and on special 
occasions. His devotion for the Fremantle Dockers whether 
they‘d win or lose. The endless days and hours going fishing 
and out bush with his wife and family always brought him joy.

He really was a family man, he always put his wife and 
children before himself no matter what. He loved and 
respected all his family and relations where ever they lived 
throughout the Kimberley.

From watching his father Laurie sketch, Kevin found he 
had a natural ability for art. With this ability and his love for 
his culture and country, he painted the images he‘d seen on 
the cave walls many years before. It was Kevin Waina’s art that 

showed the world of 
Kwini culture and 
Kalumburu. He was only 
one of a few artists in the 
Kimberley who had a 
unique style of bringing 
the figures from the cave 
to life on the canvas.

Kevin Waina was a 
character like no other. 
When you met him for 
the first time, he had a 
gift of making you a 
friend for life. He 
wouldn‘t forget you and 
you could never forget 
him. He could make you 
laugh with his stories and 
funny jokes. He never 
looked for trouble and 
didn‘t speak wrongly of 
others, he always believed 

in forgiveness. He was a peaceful man, he lived his life to the 
fullest and all the time he never forgot about God.

When Kevin got sick and was later diagnosed with cancer, 
his wife Bernadette was right by his side. They both went to 
Darwin for his treatment but eventually he was told there was 
no more the doctors could do. His wish was to be home with 
his wife and family back in Kalumburu. He had already 
accepted his fate. He had lived his life, made his peace with 
God and was ready.

On 1 July Kevin peacefully closed his eyes and entered into 
the Kingdom of Heaven where he now stands with Jesus.

May he rest in peace.

Eulogy
Kevin Waina Born: 19 October 1959

Entered Eternal Life: 1 July 2016

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties 
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, 
transport and grounds maintenance. 
In return for being part of the team we o�er accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a 
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered. 

WANTED: Volunteer Workers  KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

For further details and an application form 
please contact the co-ordinator: 
Phone: 08 9192 1060 
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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LIFE - It is sacred

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.

Parish News

RINGER SOAK

On 15 August students from Birlirr 
Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in Ringer Soak 

received the Sacraments of First 
Reconciliation and First Communion.

KALUMBURU 

Seminarian Felix Bigirimana entertained the children outside the church 
at Kalumuburu Mission during his visit to the community.

Seminarian Errol Lobo with Stevo Maraltdji in 
the Kalumburu Mission Store. Errol worked in 
the store during his visit to Kalumburu.

Photo: J Bosco

RIGHT: First Reconciliation: from left, Fr John 
Purnell with Raelene Jigili, Leryan Seela and 

Tiffany Long.

Photo: J Bosco

25 Robinson St, 
Broome WA 6725

centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293

Providing Support to the West Kimberley
• Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing Vouchers
• Homeless Accommodation Support 
• Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
• Accommodation Support for people living with Mental Health 
• Public Tenancy Support Services

HOMELESS BREAKFAST: FR MCMAHON PLACE 
MON, WED, FRI 
8.00AM - 9.30AM
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Parish News

LA GRANGE/BIDYADANGA

Photo: I Bub

Photo: Fr B Calanza

School News

BEAGLE BAY

At Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay, to help 
celebrate Book Week, students and staff dressed up 
as characters out of books. There were lots of 
Superheroes, Princesses, Sports People and Ninjas 
running around school for the day.

Fr Benny Calanza, Parish Priest of La Grange/
Bidyadanga, visited the famous Punmu artist 
Mulyatingki Marney during his recent desert 
outreach visit.

Seminarian Isidore Bub enjoyed the wildlife during an outreach visit to 
the very remote community of Parnngurr. These are actually the pet 
camels of Nancy and Waka Taylor.

Photo: N Burrows

 At Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River, Sionel Jumburra 
joined in the mobile goal-kicking challenge which was visiting 
Ngallagunda Community thanks to Variety Club of WA.

GIBB RIVER

Photo: D Savoia
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School News

BROOME

Three lucky Year 10 students from St Mary’s College Broome, 
Max Healey, Matthew Petrov and Helena Hungerford-
Morgan, were fortunate enough to take part in the Get Real 
Experience and Try (GREaT) Nursing and Midwifery work 
experience program. 
Over five consecutive days each student rotated through a 
variety of departments at Broome Hospital to find out what 
it’s really like to be a nurse or midwife. They observed various 
procedures, and were able to have some hands on experiences 
such as bathing a newborn baby, applying wound dressings 
and setting up intravenous therapy. They gained experience 
in practising the correct hand washing techniques and 
gowning and gloving. 

On 24 August at St Mary’s College Broome, the Outdoor 
Education for Boys group visited the Kimberley Training 
Institute’s Broome Aquaculture Centre. Jessamy Ham, the 
local Community Education Officer for the Department of 
Fisheries Broome, gave the boys a talk on some fishing rules 
and guidelines, as well as some tips on how to fish 
sustainably. She also spoke about the life cycle of fish such as 
Barramundi, which fascinated the boys – imagine turning 
into a girl when you reached a certain size! 

The students at St Mary’s College 
Broome celebrated their love of 
books and reading in some 
exciting ways during Book Week. 
They painted a magnificent 
banner to reflect this year’s theme 
and the Year 1 classes performed 
a poem encouraging us to ‘Look 
in a Book’. They celebrated stories 
from many cultures around a 
campfire under the stars. The 
Year 4-6 classes went to the town 
Library to hear local author/
illustrator Brenton McKenna talk 
about his craft, and in a grand 
finale, the entire school dressed 
up as book characters and 
paraded around proudly declaring 
their love of books.

St Mary’s College Broome students dissecting a fish during the 
aquaculture visit.

RIGHT: Book Week at St Mary’s 
College Broome
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School News

RINGER SOAK

At Warlawurru Catholic School in Red Hill, Halls 
Creek, the Junior Primary Class recently 
celebrated 100 days of being a learner.

KUNUNURRA

At Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in 
Ringer Soak, the students commence with 
daily fitness each morning at 7.30 am.

At St Josephs School in Kununurra, Parish Priest, Fr Joel Nyongesa recently 
visited the Kindy kids.

RED HILL

Photo: M Donovan

At John Pujajangka-Piyirn School in Mulan, the Primary A, B and 
Senior classes went on an excursion with the IPA Rangers and World 
Wildlife Fund researchers. They were looking for evidence of Bilby 
habitation as part of the Junior Rangers Program. The students became 
very excited when they found Bilby scats (droppings). The IPA Rangers 
will be working with the students doing workshops on Bilbys and other 
animals over the coming year. They will also plan an overnight camp so 
that students have a chance to sight the nocturnal animals.

MULAN
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1.  Join the Dot-to-Dots to complete the  
     picture. 
2.  Each Picture (A-E) reminds us to pray  
     about someone or something. 
• Think about the Picture A. Write who 

or what you might pray about inside 
and along the Thumb Finger. 

• Think about Picture B. Write your 
answer inside/along the 2nd Finger. 

• Continue until all 5 Fingers are filled. 
3.  Now colour in & outside your picture. 
 

 
                             

                
 
 

           
                

         A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        B. 
      D.  
 
 
         
 
 
 
        E. 
      C. 

    
N E T S I L O R D J S E 
S E L P I C S I D U S U 
S T E H C A E T S A L L 
W S Y O E U T E O L P O 
O R A E Y L J A L W W P 
D Y A G Y S B H E A S P 
I A A D Y S D A T Y O O 
W R B U E O L I R S K N 
R P T J G H E W I A D E 
O W D E S U F E R T P N 
O R U O V A F N E V E T 
R G H T I A F I V E U P  

Circle the letters of the words 
below – horizontally, vertically, 

diagonally, and backwards. 
Copy the remaining letters from 

left to right into the spaces below. 
__ __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __  
__ __ __    __ __    __ __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __ __ __ .     
__ __    __ __ __ __    __ __    __ __ 

__ __ __ __    __ __ __  
    __ __ __ __ __ :   
__ __    __ __ __ __ __ 
  __ __ __ __    __ __ ! 
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DISCIPLES ALWAYS      TEACH   PRAY 
OPPONENT LISTEN         JUDGE   LORD 
PARABLE FAVOUR      WIDOW       GOD 
          REFUSED JESUS         FAITH    

© 2016 Carmel-Anne, rsm 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

 At home what is something you want that you are always asking for? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Have you ever heard the person you ask say, “You never give up!” (Yes/No) 
What is something you want that you pray to God for? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Do you keep on praying, asking and asking God and never give up? (Yes/No) 
Write why you do/do not keep on praying? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Today, what does Jesus tell you to do?   ………………………………………….. 
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Prayer Time
BROOME  
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: ccbroome@westnet.com.au
Administrator: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times: 
   Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
   Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA 
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Fr Ernest Kandie 
Mass times:  
 Balgo: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
 Billiluna: 2nd/4th Sunday 10:00am
 Mulan: 1st/3rd Sunday 10:00am

DAMPIER PENINSULA 
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hilary Rotich
Mass times:
 Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
       Sunday 8:00am
 Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm 
 One Arm Point Sunday 10:30am

DERBY
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times:
 Derby:  Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
     Sunday 9:00am
 Fitzroy Crossing: 5:00pm 2nd/4th  
    Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com  
Parish Priest: Vacant
Mass times: 
  2nd/4th Sundays: 8:30am
  1st/3rd Sundays: 6:00pm  
 

KALUMBURU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Simion Mutai 
Mass times: 
   Saturday 5:30pm Vigil 
   Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA 
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times: 
 Kununurra: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
    Sunday 8:30am
 Wyndham:  Sunday 9:00am 
 Warmun:  Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA 
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Benny Calanza
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM
Refer Kununurra Parish

Parish/Mass 
Centres

   

 † AUGUSTINE TOLENTINO of Broome died, after a long illness, on 1   
 August 2016.

 † TED DAVIES  of Broome died on 25 August 2016.  
 † MARY CLEMENT (COLEMAN) of Kalumburu died in Perth on 1   
 September 2016. 

 † ANNA MAY, ALSO KNOWN AS ANNA HAWKE of Broome died, after a  
 long illness, on 8 September 2016.

 † SCOTTY MARTIN  of Dodemum died on 8 July 2016 and was buried 
at Mount   Elizabeth.

If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org
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May they rest in Peace

Recently Departed

The fruit of silence is prayer,
The fruit of prayer is faith,
The fruit of faith is love,

The fruit of love is service,
The fruit of service is peace.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta

At the Edmund Rice Education Australia 
Conference, held in Melbourne earlier 
in the year, two students from the 
Kimberley led the large group in prayer.
Declan Trencollino (grandson of 
Marjorie Hunter from Wyndham) and 
Juarn Garcia of Halls Creek, are both 
students at Parade College in 
Melbourne.  The College is run by the 
Christian Brothers and Edmund Rice 
Education Australia.

Kimberley Connection 
in Melbourne



ABOVE: Who else stopped by for a 
visit at Ngalangangpum School in 
Warmun, but, former Prime Minister, 
The Hon Tony Abbott. Among the 
many activities he participated in, 
Mr Abbott learnt to make spiders 
with the school children!
The visit was part of a larger trip 
to the East Kimberley. Photo: Sr J 
Murphy rsj

Congratulations to the Bidyadanga Emus who won the West Kimberley WA Country 
Football League Grand final. In a close match, the Emus defeated the Looma Eagles 56 to 
48. The Fr McMahon Medal was awarded to Rowan Thomas from the Emus. Photo: B Kane

LEFT: In order to raise money for homeless people 
in Broome, 84 year old Paul Sampi, from One Arm 
Point on the Dampier Peninsula, was pushed in his 
wheelchair around 30 kms from his home in One Arm 
Point Community to Djarindjin Community. Paul, with 
8 children, 37 grandchildren, 47 great grandchildren 
and 1 great-great grandchild (with another on the 
way), was motivated by his family and friends to help 
the homeless. 
You can donate to Paul Sampi on www.gofundme.
com/paulsampi

The Bishop swaps his mitre for his beanie when 
the cold weather sets in, out in the Great Sandy 
Desert, East Kimberley. Photo: J Bosco


