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Gordon Churchill from 
Warmun at The Grotto in 

Kununurra, WA. Gordon plays 
a leading role in the ABC Mini 

Series ‘The Warriors’.

“You will receive
power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be

my witnesses.”
Acts 1:8

In 2016, the Diocese of Broome celebrated 
its Golden Jubilee as a Diocese. Following 
our Jubilee celebrations throughout 2016, 
the Diocese launched a Photographic 
History book.

The Book, launched by Bishop Saunders 
in early April, tells the story of the history of 
Church in the Kimberley through photos.

Painstakingly designed and compiled by 
Janice Grimson and Maria Rohr, this is a 
lasting contribution to our collective 
memory of the life and growth of an active 
Diocese in North Western Australia. 

Copies can by purchased from the 
Chancery Office in Broome for $39.95.

Kimberley History Book Launched

Sr Michael Kelly, a Good Shepherd 
religious, arrived in Broome in June 1970 
when Bishop Jobst requested her to look 
after Aboriginal children in need of care. In 
1972 she was joined by Phyllis Brooker, who 
had worked with her in Perth. Initially they 

lived in a building adjacent to the Sisters of 
St John of God in Barker Street but after a 
time they relocated to a purpose built 
facility in Dickson Drive named Catherine 
House. 

Over the years Sr Michael and the SSJG 
maintained close contact. 
Before she retired she and Sr 
Joan Mansfield sorted through 
hundreds of photographs of 
the children who had been in 
her care. Intending that they 
would become part of the 
SSJG archives in Broome, they 
were stored in archival folders. 

This dream has become a 
reality with the first 400 
images uploaded onto the 
database. As Sr Michael is now 
deceased and Phyllis recently 
turned 90, she and Debbie 
Kelly visited the Heritage 
Centre to identify and name 
children in the collection. The 
Good Shepherd Sisters have 
been supportive in this 
process.

The Children of Catherine House

Debbie Kelly is working with Phyllis Brooker to ensure those 
who were in Catherine House will have access to the story 
and photographs in years to come. Debbie came to live at 
Catherine House, short term accommodation for Aboriginal 
children, when she was two and is helping to name the 
children. Photo: SSJG Heritage Centre
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Viewpoint

The place of Saints in the life of the 
faithful has been an important one 
throughout the centuries. Saints have 
been venerated with special devotion 
because they are believed to be “closely 
joined with us in Christ...together with 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Holy 
Angels.” (VAT 11: Const on the Church 
#50).

In my schoolboy days, the adventures 
of people like St Francis Xavier in Asia 
and St Peter Chanel in Oceania gripped 
my inquisitive imagination. Many 
teachers I knew had their favourite 
Saints too whose stories they shared 
with us eagerly. We heard of the 
determined St Samson, a Welsh monk, 
spoken about in enthusiastic terms by 
our geography teacher from Cardiff. 
Then there was St Giles, the patron of 
disabled people, who meant so much to 
one Religious Sister at school, whose 
brother had polio. The slightly unusual 
tales that accompanied the lessons about 
some Saints cemented their names in 
our memories. For instance, the 
generous St Martin de Porres, who lived 
his life as a brother witnessing to 
poverty and penance, fascinated us all. 
His love for people was demonstrably 
all-embracing and when we found out 
that he also ran a hospital for cats and 
dogs, then we knew here was someone 
special!

There are Saints for almost every 
occasion. I remember at the local school, 
St Joseph’s name being invoked when 
the parish picnic was coming up. 
Somehow, you needed Saints of high 
ranking like Joseph to intercede in 
prayer to fend off the vagaries of 

Melbourne in Spring. Placing his statue 
out in the elements was a lesson for us 
all that the Sisters meant business and 
hadn’t St Joseph better know it!

When I learnt to fly I strove to find 
the name of the Patron of Aviators. It 
turned out to be St Joseph of Cupertino 
who died in 1663. I couldn’t understand 
why he was chosen as an intercessor for 
aviators since he came from an age 
when only birds flew. Later I read how it 
was that his life was accompanied by 
remarkable happenings including 
levitations. Presumably, he returned to 
the ground making a safe landing every 
time!

Later in life I made it a practice to 
learn as much about as many Saints as I 
could. The realisation that these Saints 
were very human and striving to be 
good was more than helpful. If there 
was to be the slightest chance that I 
might attain a modicum of holiness I 
had to know that holiness was possible 
for mere mortals with many 
imperfections.

St Augustine’s prayer, “Lord, make 
me good, but not yet” resonated with my 
own youthful exuberance. His later 
words “Our souls are restless, O Lord, 
until they rest in thee” had more than a 
ring of significance about them. As the 
years passed I sought answers for some 
of life’s great disappointments and I 
recognised the same desire in the 
prayerful tones of Augustine.

If there were no publicly proclaimed 
Saints we could never have known of the 
sacrifices and the struggles of great 
women and men who endured much in 
the service of God and in the quest for 

holiness. More importantly, without 
Saints, we may not be easily convinced 
that holiness is possible for all of us. 
Saints prove that the ordinary and the 
extraordinary are called to an achievable 
greatness by the loving Christ who is the 
supreme model for all human existence. 
Indeed, in the lives of the Saints we see 
the transforming Grace of God at work 
in the world in urgent need of heroic 
saintliness.

If there Were No Saints



4  KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE  MAY 2017

In March, Archbishop Anthony Fisher of Sydney told a NSW 
Parliamentary Select Committee how, when he was a parish 
priest, he had intervened to help a young woman escape a life of 
slavery. The woman had been brought to Australia to work as a 
nanny in a well-to-do suburb, but found herself detained and her 
passport confiscated. It was only when she was allowed to go to 
Mass that she was able to speak to then-Father Fisher, who called 
police and a Catholic welfare agency and was able to help her 
escape her situation.

Australia has laws against things like slavery, forced labour, 
deceptive recruiting, trafficking in persons and forced marriage. 
But Archbishop Fisher says the NSW Government could do more 
to eradicate modern-day slavery, in particular by appointing an 
anti-slavery commissioner who could help ensure the State’s 
supply lines do not include firms that deal in slavery. The 
Catholic Church is doing just that – establishing that its goods 
and services come from firms that can demonstrate that they are 
slavery-proof.

Decisions about what we buy have deep implications for 
exploited workers overseas, as executive director of the 
Bangladesh Center for Worker Solidarity Kalpona Akter wrote 
recently. Bangladesh is ‘a global superpower when it comes to 
clothes’, she writes. Women and girls ‘toil for long hours with 
appallingly low pay’ for its billion-dollar garment exports.

‘The people of Bangladesh are hanging in your closet, folded 
in your cabinets’, she writes. ‘Perhaps you didn’t know you 
invited them, but you did when you made a choice to buy that 
shirt or trousers.’ 

Kalpona Akter speaks from personal experience: as a child 
garment worker, she was locked inside a factory when a fire 
broke out. She worked in factories like the one that collapsed in 
2013, killing more than 1000 and injuring 2000. She was fired 
and blacklisted for trying to start a union. 

Christine Carolan and Noelene Simmons SM of Australian 
Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans (ACRATH), 
authors of the ACSJC’s recent publication ‘Human Trafficking 
and Slavery: A response from Australian Catholics’, urge that the 
Federal Government also establish an anti-trafficking 
commissioner. 

They also urge us to think about what we buy. The Australian 
Fashion Report has good information about clothing. You can 
buy slavery-free chocolate, tea and coffee and participate in 
ACRATH’s slavery-free Easter chocolate campaign.

Kalpona Akter does not want a boycott of Bangladesh-made 
clothes – the workers need the jobs. ‘But use your voice and 
consumer power to demand respect for our rights’, she says. 
‘This is a life or death matter for us.’

Pope Francis asks whether we feel challenged when ‘we meet 
or deal with persons who could be victims of human trafficking, 
or when we are tempted to select items which may well have 
been produced by exploiting others.’ Such goods are in shops and 
malls around Australia.

‘Human Trafficking and Slavery’ is available from the 
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council for $7.50.

By Dr David Brennan, Editing and 
Publications Officer of the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council

Office of Justice, 
Ecology and Peace

What do your choices mean?
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Blessed Ivan Merz was born 
into a liberal family, on 
December 16, 1896 in 
Banja Luka, when Bosnia 
was occupied by Austria-
Hungary, now Croatia. He 
attended school in the 
multi-ethnic and multi-
religious environment and 
graduated at the time when 
Crown Prince Franz Ferdinand was murdered (June 
28, 1914). His mother was Jewish.  He joined the 
military academy at his parents' request but, disgusted 
by the corruption, he left after four months. In 1915, 
he started his university studies in Vienna but was 
called up shortly thereafter to serve in the army during 
World War I. After that, he returned home, where he 
experienced radical political change and the birth of 
the new Yugoslav State. After studying in Vienna, in 
1920 he set off for Paris, where he studied and 
devoted himself more and more to the Croatian 
Catholic movement.

Once back in Zagreb, he gave a new direction to the 
youth movement of the “Eagles” (“Hrvatski orlovi”), 
according to Catholic Action’s principles. As a mature 
man he modelled the “catholic man” par excellence, 
"whose heart was beating together with the heart of 
the Church that has no national or political frontiers; 
the Church that is the Mystical Body of Christ, 
gathered around the real Christ in Eucharist, 
represented by his vicar on earth, the Pope." The 
Church, the Eucharist and the Pope: three loves, or 
rather one only love, according to Merz, who was 
trying with all his might to instill it in Croatian youth. 

Ivan Merz left an example of how a man can live, 
fight and suffer for God’s cause. Merz tried hard to 
give his life the “full meaning”, heading for sanctity, 
and all his teaching work was devoted to the formation 
of apostles of sanctity. 

Shortly before his death, he offered his life for the 
youth of Croatia. In short, the young man believed 
that his vocation was very simply "the Catholic faith". 

Ivan Merz died on 10 May 1928 in Zagreb. He was 
32 years old. 

Saint News
Blessed Ivan Merz
Born: 1896
Death: 1928
Feast Day: 10 May

LIFE - It is sacred

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.
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Briefly Speaking

ABOVE: Nicola Kalmar recently left Broome 
after seven years working at the Broome 
Advertiser. Nicola, a parishioner of Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Parish, was also a regular 
contributor to the Kimberley Community 
Profile through her ‘People Stories’. Nicola and 
her husband Chris have ventured further north 
to Darwin. We wish them all the best.

Robyn Colledge (L) and 
Margaret Cassells (R) 
have returned to the 
Kimberley as 
volunteers, working at 
the Warmun Retreat 
Centre. Robyn and 
Margaret are both 
aleady well known in 
the area, Margaret 
having volunteered at 
the Centre several 
times, and Robyn has 
worked in Warmun as 
well as Halls Creek.

Br Shane Wood CFC celebrated his 
Golden Jubilee in February. Br Shane 
previously spent many years in 
Broome working for the Office of 
Justice, Ecology and Peace in the 
Chancery as well as roles for the 
Catholic Education Office and Notre 
Dame University Broome Campus. 
Photo: Br John Hagan cfc

RIGHT: As is tradition, at the dinner following 
the annual Chrism Mass at Our Lady Queen of 

Peace Cathedral in Broome, significant 
anniversaries and milestones for 2017, of those 
working in the Diocese, are acknowledged and 

celebrated. Photo: Fr C Knapman

Gionata Pagani, from the Redemptoris 
Mater Seminary in Perth, has also arrived 
in the Diocese of Broome. Gionata, 
originally from Italy, has lived with his 
family in Sydney for sixteen years and he 
too has been in the Seminary for three 
years. Gionata is currently in the Parish of 
La Grange/Bidyadanga and will spend 
2017 in the Diocese.

Giovanni Julio from the Redemptoris 
Mater Seminary in Perth has recently 
returned to the Diocese of Broome. 
Giovanni, from Columbia, has been in 
Australia for three years and is in his 
third year in the Seminary. Having 
spent three months in Bidyadanga last 
year, Giovanni will be in Broome for 
2017.
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New Kids on the Block
1. Baptised at Nulungu Chapel in Broome 

was Izarianna Howard, pictured with mum 
Lesley and dad Jayden. Photo:   CAS

2. Ready to fly home with newborn babies 
Lena and Dena, are mum Rahanni, dad Issac 
and little sister Ladel Bundamurra. Photo: 
CAS

3. From Beagle Bay is Letisha Shadforth with 
baby Harold. Photo: Fr C Knapman

4. Joseph and Seewanah from Beagle Bay with 
baby Joseph Jnr. Photo: Fr C Knapman

5. Mum Toshika Shadforth with baby Braydon. 
Photo: Fr C Knapman

6. Photographed in Broome is Leroy Clement 
and Bobbie-Anne Cheinmora with baby 
Laycen. Photo: Fr C Knapman

7. Baptised in Warmun by Fr John Purnell is 
baby Adrianna Sally-Rose Norandra Patrick, 
in the arms of mum Pearl. Photo: Sr J 
Murphy RSJ

8. Out and about in Broome is mum Shannon 
and dad Andrew with Andrew Junior and 
Taiyah. Photo: CAS

9. Baptised by Parish Priest Fr Joel Nyongesa 
on 4 March 2017, at St Vincent Pallotti 
Church in Kununurra, is Alexander Robert 
Williams Grant. Alexander is the son of 
Christopher and Catherine and was born on 
27 January 2017. Photo Credit: Fr J Nyongesa
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Project Compassion 2017

Once again, all throughout the Kimberley we have seen the 
community give generously for Project Compassion.  Project 
Compassion, conducted throughout Lent, is Caritas Australia’s 
annual fundraising and awareness-raising appeal, bringing 
thousands of Australians together in solidarity with the world's 
poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.

Caritas Australia is the development arm of the Catholic 
Church in the Kimberley and in Australia.

Each year Kimberley Parishes and Schools think of new and 
innovative ways to raise funds for Project Compassion, and 
also have some fun while doing so.

Project Compassion in the Kimberley

Ethan Edgar, from Beagle Bay, with 
his son and the giant toblerone that 
was raffled for Project Compassion 
in the Beagle Bay Parish Community. 
Photo: Fr C Knapman Cooking for 

Caritas at 
Wanalirri 

Catholic School 
in Gibb River. 

Photo: D Savoia

At Christ the King School in Lombadina, secondary students, from 
left, Estevaughn Griffiths, Zenyal Spratt, Kyle Wynne and Robert 
Chaqubor learning about 
fractions while baking 
using only 1/4 measures. 
They then sold the cakes 
for Project Compassion. 
Photo: M Townshend

In Broome at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace 
Cathedral, Mieke 
Boynton was the lucky 
winner of the Autore 
South Sea Pearl Strand 
that was raffled on 
Palm Sunday for Project 
Compassion. Photo: Fr M 
Parra Gonzalez

The Most Reverend Gregory Homeming OCD was 
ordained the sixth Bishop of Lismore at St Carthage’s 
Cathedral, Lismore on 22 February 2017. Bishop 
Homeming was born in Sydney on 30 May 1958 to 
an Australian Chinese family. He joined the 
Discalced Carmelite Order in 1985. The new bishop 
adopted as his motto, “God Alone Suffices” from St 
Teresa of Avila, the founder of his Order.

Following the ordination Bishop Homeming told 
the congregation, ‘I am your bishop; with the 
emphasis on “your”. I belong to you. The people, 
religious and priests of Lismore will show me my job. 
I will listen to you, and together we will discern God’s 
will for our diocese. 

Episcopal Ordination of 
Bishop Gregory Homeming 
OCD takes place in Lismore
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N Burrows

E Aldrich

If you’ve ever been in an ambulance or 
known someone who has, Catholic 
Mission’s 2017 Church Appeal might 
have added meaning. 

The annual appeal, which launched in 
May, will focus on Uganda and the 
Daughters of Mary, a local order, who 
are trying to improve women and 
children’s health through Jesus’ life-
giving mission. 

At St Luke’s Health Centre in Bujuni, 
a small village three hours west of 
Kampala, Sister Mary Goretti manages a 
small staff to prepare expectant mothers 
for safe delivery of their babies. 

With prenatal and postnatal education 
programs, general health check-ups and 
a maternity ward for new deliveries, St 
Luke’s provides an invaluable service for 
the local community; yet many young 
women risk their lives to receive 
essential healthcare.

Evas Masanyu is a 24-year-old woman 
who lives on the outskirts of Bujuni. 
Last year, as she went into labour, Evas’ 
only option to get to the nearest health 
centre was on the back of a motorbike. 

Despite the heavy rain and dangerous 
conditions, Evas made it to St Luke’s. 
But, needing a C-section, which is 
beyond the capacity of the small centre, 
Evas was referred to a larger hospital. 
She gave birth, but the baby was very ill 
and, two days later he tragically died.

Sister Mary says it is a tragedy that 
should have been avoided. ‘When she’s 
very weak, the mother cannot sit on a 
motorcycle which is the only available 
means of transport,’ she said. 

‘I think if we get a vehicle it will really 
help us to save the life of the mother 
and the baby. People come with hope 
that you are going to help them. Then 
you look at the condition, it’s beyond our 

care here.’
The appeal, which will be seen in 

parishes around Australia, will support 
plans to expand the health centre’s 
maternity ward, build a new children’s 
ward and bring in vital scanning 
equipment and the desperately needed 
ambulance. 

Father Brian Lucas, National Director 
of Catholic Mission, says Evas’ tragic 
story brings to light the need of women 
and children in Uganda, even despite 
the committed efforts of missionaries 
like Sister Mary. 

‘Many of us here in Australia can 
recall times of grief in our lives, but 
Evas’ journey on the back of a motorbike 
through treacherous conditions to give 
birth to her first child is difficult to 
fathom,’ he said. ‘That she lost her child 
is especially devastating because it 
should never have come to that.

‘This appeal is about ensuring that St 
Luke’s Health Centre, and other projects 
like it around the world, are supported 
so that the dedicated Catholic 
missionaries who run them can provide 
the most effective and life-saving 
services to their local communities.’

The 2017 Church Appeal video tells 
the story of Evas and the incredible work 
of Sister Mary and her staff at St Luke’s 
Health Centre. You can see their story 
and find out more about the appeal at 
catholicmission.org.au/Ugandavideo. 

To make a contribution towards the 
vital work of Catholic Mission in 
Uganda and around the world, 
please visit catholicmission.org.au/
Uganda. 

Catholic Mission’s 2017 Church Appeal 
focuses on women and children’s health
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What better way 
to celebrate the 
relief that the 
wet season rains 
bring, than to 
get out and 
enjoy the rain.

Vatican Dossier

Pope’s Morning 
Homily: 
Remember 
God’s Blessings 
In Your Life 

Pope Francis sent this 
strong message during 
morning Mass at Casa 
Santa Marta. He was 
reflecting on how God is 
always faithful to His 
covenant, reflecting 
specifically on how He kept faith with Abraham and He 
is faithful to the salvation promised in His Son.

The Pontiff drew his inspiration from the Reading, 
narrating the story of the covenant God made with 
Abraham, and the Gospel, in which both Jesus and the 
Pharisees refer to “Father” Abraham.

In his chapel, the Holy Father called on those present 
to pause during the day to reflect on their own life story, 
in order to rediscover, that even in the midst of 
difficulties, the beauty of the love of God in their lives.

Abraham, a man of faith and hope, believed God’s 
words that he would have a child although he was 100 
years old, and his wife was sterile. “He believed against 
every hope”, Francis underscored.  “Put to the test, after 
having had a child, a boy, a young child, he was asked to 
offer him in sacrifice: he obeyed, and went forward 
against all hope. And this is our father Abraham, who 
goes forward, forward, forward; and when Jesus says 
Abraham saw his day, saw Jesus, he was full of joy.

“He saw Him in promise, he saw that joy of seeing the 
fullness of the promise of the covenant, the joy of seeing 
that God had not deceived him, that God is always faithful 
to His covenant.”

The psalm, the Pontiff also stressed, invites us to call 
to mind the wonders God performs.

Underscoring God is faithful, Francis noted we 
should pause to discover, God’s beautiful love present 
always, even amid life’s challenges.

“Make today ‘a day of memory’”, Francis encouraged, 
pointing out that “in this great story, in the framework 
of God and Jesus, there is the little story of each one of 
us.”

 “I invite you today to take five minutes, ten 
minutes, to sit down – without the radio, without the 
television – to sit down and reflect on your own story: 
the blessings and the troubles, everything. The graces 
and the sins, everything.

“And then look there and see the faithfulness of that 
God who remained faithful to His covenant, remained 
faithful to the promise He made to Abraham, remained 
faithful to the salvation He promised in His Son, Jesus.

“I’m certain that in the midst of all of the perhaps 
ugly things – because we all have them, so many ugly 
things in this life – if we do this today, we will discover 
the beauty of the love of God, the beauty of His mercy, 
the beauty of hope. And I am sure that we will all be 
full of joy.”

January 10, 2017 
Deborah Castellano Lubov 

Yesteryear: 
Images From Our Past

“Throwing the spear” at Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Feast 
Day sports, at the Benedictine Drysdale River Mission, today 

known as Kalumburu Mission.

The first mass of the year at Ringer Soak was celebrated by Fr 
John Purnell, who had been unable to visit due to the rain. 
Especially remembered in prayer was the Yandinelli family who 
were in "Sorry Time" due to the death of a family member who 
drowned at the Ord River Crossing.

Prayer time in Ringer Soak

Fr John Purnell, Parish Priest, leads the community in prayer. Photo: 
Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ

Dancing in the Rain in Kalumburu

Photo: B Unsworth
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'Tis the season to... give blood. Did you know there are 
around 300 different species of mosquitoes in Australia? 
While the large majority of these are biters, only around 
a dozen are responsible for transmitting mosquito-borne 
diseases.

In their short lifetime, (a matter of weeks), mozzies 
feed on nectar and plant fluids. This vegetarian diet is all 
well and good until the female requires an extra hit of 
protein for her egg development, at which point she 
chooses something a little more, well, bloody. And there's 
quite a selection of donors to choose from: frogs, snakes, 
kangaroos, humans...

Female mozzies are attracted to a potential blood 
donor through a combination of factors including carbon 
dioxide from our breath, which is why they seem to 
hover annoyingly around our heads! 

All mosquito species require water to complete their 
life cycle, and as the Kimberley has plenty of the wet 
stuff around at the moment, this means we need to take 
extra precautions to avoid becoming a blood donor and 
exposing ourselves to the risk of dangerous infection.

What can we do?
1. Wear light-coloured protective clothing
2. Use repellent on all exposed skin areas (according 

to product specifications)
3. Fit insect screens to doors and windows
4. Empty all stagnant water around your property on 

a weekly basis (i.e. plants and birdbaths). Why not 
choose every Sunday?

5. Ensure rainwater tanks are screened

Kimberley Wild

Simple Curry 

Kimberley Kitchen

By Kate Austen

Family Culicidae

Method:
1. Heat oil in a fry pan and cook onion, garlic 
and ginger
2. Add the mince to the fry pan and brown
3. Add the packet French onion soup, curry 
powder, coconut milk, water and vegies.
4. Bring to the boil and simmer for 20 
minutes.
5. Serve with steamed rice and enjoy.

In the Kalumburu Mission Store, Mavis Waina is back at 
work preparing a fresh and delicious take away for this 
remote community. This simple curry is just one of the 
dishes Mavis whips up in store on a regular basis. Mavis’ tip 
to get the best results for her steamed rice is to wash it three 
times before cooking. 

Enjoy!

Ingredients:
1 kg beef mince
1 onion chopped
2 tbls crushed garlic
2 tbls crushed ginger
1 packet French onion soup
400 ml coconut milk
1 cup water
curry powder – to taste
2 cups mixed vegies – whatever you have 

©John Tann hiveminer.com
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Past student Gordon Churchill, of Ngalangangpum School 
Warmun, has recently filmed a lead role in the ABC Mini-
series ‘The Warriors’. The Warriors cast includes Lisa 
McCune, John Howard and Vince Colosimo.

Over six episodes The Warriors tells of an aboriginal boy 
who joins an AFL footy team and experiences racism.  Whilst 
most of the story was filmed in Melbourne, the story ends 
with him returning home, and it was decided to do that 
filming in his actual home – Warmun!

The film crew and some cast members were in the 
community for two weeks where the whole community played 
the parts of extras. In particular a footy match was staged, a 
school Christmas concert, a big traditional feed and a Joonba 
(song and dance) as well as amazing footage of country. 

While filming in Warmun, Gordon spoke to the students 
and encouraged them to follow their dreams. Gordon, whose 
dream is actually to be an AFL player, looks to players such as 
Adam Goodes, Nicky Winmar, Cyril Rioli and Eddie Betts, as 
well as to Fijian-born Nic Naitanui, as sources of inspiration. 

Gordon, who like most always enjoyed sweets and 
sugar, has turned his life around and is trying to 
train hard and look after his body.

“The Warriors” first aired on ABC on 12 April 
2017.

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties 
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, 
transport and grounds maintenance. 
In return for being part of the team we o�er accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a 
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered. 

WANTED: Volunteer Workers  KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

For further details and an application form 
please contact the co-ordinator: 
Phone: 08 9192 1060 
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

The whole community came together to support the filming of the 
mini-series.

Ngalangangpum School staff member Sr Julianne 
Murphy rsj with Gordon Churchwill during the Joonba 
held in Warmun during filming.

While in Warmun for filming, Gordon Churchill spoke at the 
school assembly, encouraging the children to follow their dreams 
but never forget where they came from.

Br Peter Thrupp CFC, who works with Centacare Kimberley 
in Broome, was separated from his family at the age of two 
and came out to Australia from England as a war orphan in 
1953, at the age of nine. At the age of thirty he rediscovered 
his family and returned to England to visit them for the first 
time in 1973. Br Peter has three brothers and two sisters; his 
mother passed away in 2002 and his father in 2007. Tom, 
who lives in England, is the first of Br Peter’s family to visit 
him here in Australia.

Family Connections 

Warmun
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Shrove Tuesday at Ngalangangpum School in Warmun.

Ash Wednesday at Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River.

Students celebrate Ash Wednesday at Queen of the 
Apostles Church in Wydnham.

In Kalumburu, families each took home fish to 

commemorate Good Friday.
At Our Lady of the Assumption Church in Kalumburu on Holy Thursday, Fr Simion Mutal washed the feet of Benedict Cheinmora. Photo: B Unsworth
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Venerating the cross at St Theresa's Church in 

Balgo. Photo: Fr E Kandie

Bishop Saunders during the Mass of the Oils, held the week before Holy Week at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome.

Getting ready for Palm Sunday in Lombadina/Djarindjin.

At Ngalangangpum School in Warmun, the students had big smiles 
while enjoying their easter eggs! Photo: Sr J Muprhy RSJAt Christ the King Church in Lombadina, Rose Paddy 

has been polishing the churchware for decades the 

day before Easter. Photo: Fr C Knapman

Bishop Saunders during the water blessing at the Easter Vigil at Our Lady Queen of 

Peace Cathedral in Broome.
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The ordination of Fr Paul Boyers on 1 September 1979
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives

Sr Ita McPartland
Eileen McPartland was born in Drumkeeran, 
County Leitrim. Her parents were Brigid and 
Thomas McPartland and she had one brother 
and four sisters.

On 4 May 1939 Eileen and her friend 
Margaret O’Connor (Sr Bernadette O’Connor) 
entered the Sisters of St John of God Convent 
in Wexford. Both young women were accepted 
for the Kimberley Mission in Australia.  They 
couldn’t travel alone so waited until January 
1940 when they travelled with eleven others 
who were coming to join the Sisters at Subiaco.  
At this time the Province in the Kimberley and 
the Province in 
Subiaco were not 
amalgamated.  
Again in Subiaco 
they had to wait 
until a Sister was 
available to travel 
with them by ship 
to Broome. After a 
few days wait in 
Broome they finally 
arrived in Beagle 
Bay Mission on the 
back of a truck. It 
was the end of 
March, less than a 
year since they had 
joined.  

A Happy Postulant

We know little about Sr Ita during the time she 
worked at Beagle Bay while training to be a 
religious.  The photo shows her as a postulant, 
apparently enjoying life with a group of local 
children. Other photos show her riding the 
donkey. She received the religious habit and the 
name of Ita on 2 May 1940 in Beagle Bay.

While assisting in the school one day, Ita 
collapsed about 2pm and was dead by 9pm that 
same evening. Sisters’ memoirs tell us she died 
of heat stroke but the death certificate states an 
‘intracranial haemorrhage’.  Sr Alphonsus Daly 
was the Mission nurse and the nearest doctor 
was in Broome. 

She was farewelled the next morning, 5 
December 1940, at mass in the Church. Sr Ita 
had been in Beagle Bay for only six months and 
had not even made her religious vows.  

Sr Philomena Cleary 
Irene Cleary, born in North Geelong, 
1 February 1909, had a short 10 year 
association with the Sisters of St 
John of God.  She arrived in Broome 
on 17 May 1934 to commence her 
religious training.  The Sisters had 
located their novitiate in Beagle Bay 
so it was here, on 8 December, that 
Irene received the religious habit and 
the name of Philomena. Two years 
later she made her religious vows 
there also.  

A Sense of Humour

From the memoirs we get the hint of 
a sense of humour.  I remember Sr 
Philomena who used to say as we ate our porridge on a Friday morning, 
when the oatmeal was getting old, that we were the only nuns in Australia 
eating meat (weevils) on a Friday. 
Sr Philomena’s work included a visit to Lombadina with Fr August 
Spangenberg SAC for the Easter ceremonies in 1937.  In 1938 she was 
amongst the early pioneer Sisters nursing at the Derby Leprosarium 
(Bungarun).

Nursing Career Cut Short

Towards the end of 1942 she went to Perth to begin nursing training but 
had to return to Beagle Bay due to illness.  In 2013 a grand-nephew, Michael 
Cleary, who was searching to find out about this lost aunt, emailed: My 
father told me that she had become ill during WWII and was in hospital in 
Perth for some time – long enough for her mother to travel from Benalla to 
visit her. From this it is clear that Philomena, an only girl with three 
brothers, remained in contact with family.  

Her last months are best summed up in the oral history from Agnes 
Martin who wrote in September 2015: Sr Philomena was studying nursing 
in Perth but got sick and came back to Beagle Bay to die. They built a little 
hut outside from where the Novitiate was and I got the job of staying with 
her. … I would sit down with her and talk. When she got Holy Communion 
I used to get a teaspoon of water and help her to swallow. One night we all 
thought she would die and we went to say the rosary but she did not die. 
Then the next night she died and only Sr Damian was with her. She had a 
coffin made of chip bark and we buried her the same day in Beagle Bay 
cemetery. When she and I would talk I would ask her to pray for me when 
she went to heaven and she said she would. I believe she still prays for me. 
After she died Mother Margaret said to soak her clothes and she came and 
put carbolic in the water. The clothes had to be used again by someone else 
as we were very poor.

Sr Philomena was laid to rest in the Beagle Bay Cemetery on 4 November 
1944.

REFERENCES

SSJG Archives

Visiting the Beagle Bay Cemetery | Part 2
Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre

Sisters Ita and Philomena
Having buried two Sisters in 1926 and 1927 the Sisters at Beagle Bay Mission did not experience death in their group again 
until 1940.  This was followed by another in 1944. Both Sisters had worked in the Kimberley for only a short time and both 
were in their twenties, one Irish and one Australian.
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Notre Dame Kimberley

Notre Dame PhD candidate, 
June Oscar AO, is drawing upon 
generations of family stories to 
explore the knowledge and 
traditions that have inspired her 
to become one of the most 

influential women in the world 
for improving the lives of those 
living in Aboriginal 
communities.

June’s research project 
attempts to uncover the 
motivations, inspirations and 
personal struggles on her 
journey from growing up on a 
cattle station in the Kimberley, to 
graduating from university, and 
firmly planting her feet as a 
central figure of leadership and 
hope in the Australian 
community.

Studying through the 
Nulungu Research Institute on 
Notre Dame’s Broome Campus, 
June will use an auto ethno-
biographical approach to recount 
her story, and those of her 
mother and grandmother, as 
Bunuba women, and how the 
messages of inspiration 
contained within have helped her 
to contribute to Australian 
people.

“As a Bunuba woman, I have 
acquired confidence in my own 

identity and worldview which 
has informed me of who I am 
and my ability to enact change in 
the community. Even as a child, 
I was curious about the world 
and wanted to understand it 

better,” June said.
“Through my research, I hope 

to demonstrate that you don’t 
have to compromise who you are 
as an Aboriginal person or as a 
woman, you can dream and 
aspire to achieve those goals.”

June hopes to explore the 
impact and manifestation of 
intergenerational and 
generational trauma to help 
inform government responses 
required to make a change to 
those people and communities.

“There is a need to design 
services that are healing, 
informed and trauma aware. We 
need to respect that and respond 
to individuals across society so 
that we can ensure that people 
with complex needs have every 
opportunity to be the best that 
they can be,” June said.

June has been a student of 
Notre Dame’s Broome Campus 
for the better part of 15 years, 
having completed both 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
degrees in Business.

Family and Country connections inspire 
June to dream big

UNDA

In honour of the 25th anniversary of Bishop Justin 
Bianchini as Bishop of Geraldton, St Francis Xavier 
Cathedral Parish, recently launched a CD “The 
Merciful”.

The CD 
includes ten 
praise and 
worship 
songs that 
can be used 
for various 
occasions 
and personal 
reflection.

The music 
on the CD 
focuses on 
the theme of 
‘Jesus Christ 
as the visible 
face of the 
Father’s 
mercy’ the 
words 
spoken by 
Pope Francis 
at the launch of last years Jubilee Year.

The CD's are available for the low price of $10 
from the Diocese of Geraldton - www.
geraldtondiocese.org.au/parishes/geraldton.  For 
further enquiries, Mr Benny Joseph can be contacted 
on sfxcath@westnet.com.au.

Praise and Worship in the 
Diocese of Geraldton

Around 40 young men participated in recent Law 
ceremonies at One Arm Point. Eating after returning 
from the bush to be welcomed by the community are 
Robert Chaquebor and Joshua Angus.

Culture at One Arm Point
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Paul Patrick Sampi bush name (Djanganbirr) was born on 1 
March 1932 to proud parents Amy and Patrick Sampi. He 
was the third youngest child of 8 brothers and 5 sisters. He 
was born and raised at Djarindjin Lombadina Mission where 
he attended school. He grew up at a time when school aged 
children were separated from their parents and ceremonial 
activities were not permitted at the mission but people would 
go across Sunday Island to hold them. He remembers when 
he was a boy and he, Freddy Bin Sali and 
Peter Herman (Balacky) tried to run away 
to Sunday Island, but they never made it 
because they had no dinghy at the 
getaway point which was Jooarn. The 
adventure came to nothing and they had 
returned home to their parents, and the 
inevitable punishment. In the end he 
ended up having his ceremony in 
Broome. It wasn’t until the early 1960’s 
that Aboriginal people were allowed to 
practise their law on Catholic Missions.

As part of his heritage, his father and 
people began to teach him how to make 
and use boomerangs. When he was a 
little boy only 9 or 10 years old, his father 
told him “You’ll be a leader one day”. It 
was a prophetic moment, he was not an 
eldest child, in fact he was the third 
youngest of 14 children but he has gone 
to become a leader of the Bardi people 
and protector of the Aboriginal culture in 
general. His father died when he was 13 
years old, after which at this time he was raised by his 
mother and uncle but his father had already taught him a 
great deal of law and culture. 

As he grew into a teenager he worked as a handyman for 
the Missionaries, Nuns and the Brothers. He learned many 
skills such as carpentry, mustering, maintaining windmills 
and fences. When he was in his mid to late teens he then left 
his family and moved to Broome. During this time he and 
his good friend Mr Tommy Edgar would deliver ice to the 
local people of Broome; he also worked on the pearling 
luggers with so many other Bardi men, made good friends 
with a few Malay gentlemen (Mr Bin Swani and Mr Bin 
Barkar). Those were the tough time but they were the good 
old days as he would say in many of his stories in regards of 
his young days. He then ventured to the East Kimberley 
where he found odd jobs on stations throughout the East 
Kimberley. He soon came back to Lombadina Djarindjin to 
be with his family where he worked again with the 
Missionaries then became the Missions’ truck driver, driving 
into Broome for the Mission supplies.

In 1954 he then met his future wife Jessie Wiggan who 
came across from Sunday Island with her Grandmother. 
They lived together in Lombadina Djarindjin for a few years 
then in 1956 became proud parents to their eldest child 
Carol, then followed Yvonne and Trevor. In 1964 Paul and 

Jessie got legally married at the Christ the King Church in 
Lombadina Djarindjin.  During this time Sunday Island was 
closing down and Paul Justin, Annette, Pauline and Cora 
followed. In 1974 he, his wife and 7 children moved to One 
Arm Point Community and a few months later came the last 
sibling Gwen. Then in 1978 he left One Arm Point looking 
for work and moved to Carnarvon where his brother Otto 
lived. He then got a job with Agriculture Protection Board 
(APB) tracking dingoes and weed control. 

In early 1984 he moved back to Broome, then in July 1985, 
the first Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre 
executive body was elected from community nominated 

representatives in Broome. He was 
nominated as the Centre’s first 
Chairman and the organisation was 
formally incorporated in November. 
He was the KALACC Chairman for 8 
years and was still involved with them 
until the end even though he was 
unwell. In 1995 he, Dennis 
Eggington, Robert Bropho and Peggy 
went to Los Angeles (USA) where he 
met the famous Steven Segal. He also 
went to Osaka (Japan) where he went 
on a bullet train. He also went to 
Amsterdam, Sweden, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Jakarta and Kuala Lumpa . 
In 1999 he became a “State Living 
Treasure” for his outstanding 
contribution to Aboriginal Art, 
Culture and his achievements as a 
custodian and craftsman of 
boomerangs, shields, bringing his 
culture across Australia and the 

world. During the 90’s he started establishing his outstation 
then in 2000 he and his family moved out to his beloved 
Ngamakoon where he lived the rest of his senior life until his 
health became an issue for him and so he and Jessie moved 
back to One Arm Point to be closer to the clinic. 

On 1 March 2012 he celebrated his 80th birthday and also 
renewed his vows with his wife at the Broome RSL Centre. 
He achieved many things throughout his life and on 3 
September 2016 he got pushed on his wheel chair by family 
and friends from One Arm Point Community to Djarindjin 
Community (28 km) to raise funds for the Salvation Army. 
On the 20th of January 2017 he got flown to Broome by the 
Royal Flying Doctors. It was in Broome Hospital where 
Doctors advised family members that he was gravely ill and 
he sadly passed away peacefully with his wife and family by 
his side. He left behind his wife of 66 years, 8 children, 36 
grandchildren, 48 great grandchildren, 2 great great 
grandchildren. 

He was a humble culture custodian who put his family, 
culture, people and homelands at the centre of his life. He 
was Dampier Peninsula’s own “International Ambassador”. 
He spoke from the heart, sharing and fostering an 
understanding of Aboriginal Law and Culture among people 
all over the world.

May he rest in Peace.

Eulogy

Paul (Djanganbirr) Sampi
Born: 1 March 1932
Entered Eternal Life: 24 January 2017
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DERBY

Parish News

BALGO

Fr Raymond Ugwu CSSp flew 
out of Balgo in February after a 
short stay, bound for Kununurra 
Parish. Photo: Fr E Kandie 

Parish Administrator, Fr Edward Khaemba CSSp with 
Bishop Christopher Saunders outside Our Lady of the 
Holy Rosary Church in Derby.

DAMPIER PENINSULA

At St Therese’s Church in Balgo, 
Jade and her daughter Gloria 
stopped to chat with Fr Raymond 
after attending mass. Photo: Fr R 
Ugwu

BROOME

Fr Christopher Knapman, Assistant Priest in Dampier Peninsula 
Parish, recently baptised Isabella Birch at home in One Arm Point on 
the Dampier Peninsula. 

 Fr Christopher Knapman with Isabella Birch and her grandma, Tracey 
Dann.

On 19 March at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral 
in Broome, Bishop Saunders welcomed five new 
young people into the Church.

The newly baptised, Anika, Marae, Liam David 
Unicomb, Noah Elli Patrick Dodson Shaw and Charlie 
John Brooklyn Dodson Shaw. Photo: CAS
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School News

BROOME

The Year 7 students of St Mary’s College at the Malcolm Douglas Crocodile 
Park with Cley Anderson.

At St Josephs School in Kununurra in late March, 
they celebrated the Graduation of Miss Eileen 
Watkins and Miss Brianna Birch who graduated with 
a Diploma of Education Support. 

Sixty excited Year 7 students of St Mary’s College in Broome departed 
in early March for their camp at Broome Camp School, which is 
located adjacent to the Cable Beach Club Resort. The students 
challenged themselves over the course of the three day camp in a 
range of outdoor activities including raft building, frisbee, golf, 
archery, low ropes and team games while showing respect and 
support to their fellow team members. 

In late March, three Aboriginal Teacher Assistants from Sacred Heart 
School in Beagle Bay, Rebecca Cox, Shonelle O’Reeri and Leonard 
O’Meara, graduated from Bachelor Institute with Diplomas in 
Education Support. The graduation ceremony for Miss Rebecca and 
Miss Shonelle (pictured) was held at the school with all students and 
members of the community in attendance.  
Mr Lenny attended the ceremony at the Catholic Education Office in 
Broome where special guests from Catholic Education WA Perth and 
the Broome Office, along with dignitaries from Bachelor Institute of 
Tertiary Education in the Northern Territory were there to mark the 
occasion.

BEAGLE BAY

KUNUNURRA

25 Robinson St, 
Broome WA 6725

centamanager@westnet.com.au

08 9192 2293

Providing Support to the West Kimberley
• Emergency Relief: Food and Clothing Vouchers
• Homeless Accommodation Support 
• Homeless Support to Rough Sleepers
• Accommodation Support for people living with Mental Health 
• Public Tenancy Support Services

Homeless Breakfast: Fr McMahon Place 
Mon, Wed, Fri 
8.00am - 9.30am
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School News

GIBB RIVER

Keiran Savoia, Quinceton Wungundin and Daemon 
Savoia welcome a wet season duckling. Photo: D 
Savoia

After rescheduling flights five times, due to wet-season storms, 
Wanalirri School student Dalton Wungundin finally departed Gibb 
River to continue his secondary education at St John’s Catholic 
College in Darwin. He joins three other former Wanalirri students 
at St John’s. Accompanying him on the flight, and to see him 
settled in, was mum Daly-Ann White pictured with well-wishers 
from his family- Quinceton Wungundin, grandmother Nancy 
White and Ely Wungundin.

At Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in Ringer Soak, in the 
East Kimberley, the Junior Class happily posed for this photo 
taken by the new school Principal, Mr Peter Egan.

RINGER SOAK

Photo: P Egan

LOMBADINA
At Christ the King School in Lombadina, on the Dampier 
Peninsula, Mr Matt and the Secondary boys have been 
working on an original rap. They plan to take it all the way to 
the Catholic Performing Arts Festival to be held in Perth in 
August this year. They will be entering the Instrumental 
Ensemble Contemporary category. 

Photo: D Savoia



KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE  MAY 2017  21

School News

In response to Mulan community’s 
requests, John Pujajangka-Piyirn School 
organised a series of Protective 
Behaviour workshops for all students 
and young adults in the community. 
The workshops were facilitated by 
Holly-ann Martin, from the Safe4Kids 
organisation. The sessions were full of 
vital learning using activities such as 
role play, singing, dancing, playing 
games and watching short videos as 
well as practising ringing the Children 
and Young Peoples' Help line.

Visiting the Halls Creek Op Shop

Reading is always fun at 
Ngalangangpum School, in the East 
Kimberley community of Warmun.

Teacher Bonnie Anderson with Jake Duncan.

WYNDHAM 

A popular place to pick up some affordable 
clothing is the Halls Creek Op Shop. Run by 
Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ and Sr Maureen 
Donnelly RSJ, the Op Shop has a great range 
of clothing, as well as many other 
interesting items, and is a popular place to 
catch up for a chat.

On 22 March 2017, St Joseph’s Catholic School Wyndham hosted a graduation 
ceremony for Aboriginal Teaching Assistant, Zabby Birch. Zabby graduated, along 
with others from Kimberley communities, with a Diploma in Education Support. 
Zabby is continuing her study this year at Deakin University where she is studying 
to become a teacher. 

MULAN

WARMUN

From left, Troy Rogers holding Azariah, Sr 
Maureen Donnelly RSJ and Anita Stuart. 
Photo: CAS
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Jesus 
calls your 
name to follow him.  Write what you answer him?   
_______________________________________ 

Jesus said:  “You  
are my sheep. I 
call you.  
You 
know 
my 
Voice.” 

Complete the CROSSWORD by finding the words 
in your Sunday Gospel of John 10: 1-10.    

 1  
 

2  
 

 
 

3 

4   5        
       

6     
 

 7    

   

 

   
8     

 
 

   
 
ACROSS:   
4. Somebody who cares for sheep. 
6. The sound used when speaking. 
7. The word by which you are known. 
8. A woolly-coated animal. 
 
DOWN:  
1. Someone unknown to you. 
2. A person who robs or steals. 
3. An opening into a paddock. 
5. Area in which animals are held. 
 
 
  

 

                                             

                          

 
           

                            

             

     
 

       

The shepherd goes ahead of the 
sheep. He calls them by name.  The 
sheep hear his voice. He leads and 
they follow him through the gate.  _________________    
Use materials below to construct a 
picture of the story above.  
           * A4 Cardboard, e.g. cereal box.  

* Torn up cotton balls for sheep.  
* Toothpicks/craft sticks for gate   
   and fence.  _________________    

Before beginning: Leave space at 
the bottom of card - the width of a 
ruler.  _________________    
After finishing: In the space left at 
the bottom tell Jesus how much you 
love him and how much you want to 
follow him to go to Heaven. 
 

  
 Jesus        by 
   knows      your 
  YOU           NAME 

 

Use John 10:1-10 to fill in the blanks of 
the paragraph.  
The man who goes in through the 
_____ is the ___________ of the 
_______.  The gatekeeper opens the 
gate for him; the ________ hear his 
_______ as he calls his own sheep by 
_______, and he leads them out.  He 
goes ________ of them, and the 
sheep __________ him, because they 
_______ his  
_______. 
_______ said  
again, “I am  
the ________  
for the _________. I will lead you into 
the Kingdom of ___________ . 

 

 

    
Look carefully at the picture in the 
activity above. 
See the Shepherd sitting across the 
gate? At the end of the day, he would 
call his sheep by name, one by one, to 
follow him into the pen.  Then, as dark 
came, he would lie across the gateway 
to sleep, keeping his sheep safe. 
Now read John 10:1-10. 
 

             
                   ©  2017 Carmel- 
                    Anne Ellen rsm 
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Prayertime
BROOME  
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: olqpbroome@gmail.com
Administrator: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times: 
   Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
   Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA 
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr Ernest Kandie 
Mass times:  
Mass times: 
 Balgo: Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
 Billiluna: Sunday 10.00am
 Mulan: Sunday 3.00pm

DAMPIER PENINSULA 
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hilary Rotich
Mass times:
 Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
       Sunday 8:00am
 Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm 
 One Arm Point Sunday 10:30am

DERBY
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Edward 
Khaemba CSSp
Mass times:
 Derby:  Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
     Sunday 9:00am
 Fitzroy Crossing: 6:00pm 2nd/4th  
    Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: parishlck@bigpond.com  
Parish Priest: Fr John Purnell
Mass times: 
  2nd/4th Sundays: 8:30am
  1st/3rd Sundays: 5:00pm  
 

KALUMBURU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Administrator: Rev Fr Simion Mutai 
Mass times: 
   Saturday 5:30pm Vigil 
   Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA 
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times: 
 Kununurra: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
    Sunday 8:30am
 Wyndham:  Sunday 9:00am 
 Warmun:  Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA 
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr Victor Lujano
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM
Refer Kununurra Parish

Parish/Mass 
Centres

   

 † TIGER DARKIE  a resident of Balgo, died following a short illness on  
 19 February 2017. 

 † FREDDIE TIMMS  of Frog Hollow, died on 25 February 2017. 

 † DEWAYNE NOCKETTA  of South Australia, originally from Warmun, died after  
 a short illness on 28 February 2017. 

 † FREDDY LOCKYER  originally from Derby, died in Perth on 9 March 2017. 

 † BEVERLEY LEE  originally from Balgo, died in Darwin on 9 March 2017. 

 † ANDREW DJANGHARA from Kalumburu, died following an illness on 15   
 March 2017.

 † KEVIN WILLIAMS  from Kalumburu, died after a short illness on 21   
 March 2017. 

 † ROGER HENRY from Bidyadanga, died in Broome after a short illness  
 on 27 March, 2017.

If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org
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May they rest in Peace

Recently Departed

Come Holy Spirit of this Great 
Southland,

Inspire our entire faith community,
As we prayerfully discern new horizons 

for spreading joy
In the lives and communities of the 

People of God.
 

Come Holy Spirit of Youth
Fill the hearts of young people with the 

hope and love of Jesus Christ.
Enliven our community with the 

creativity, energy and joy of youth.
Guide us together, as we strive to offer 

God’s mercy
to those who feel abandoned or 

outcast.
 

Come Holy Spirit of Faith,
Empower our community to be 

courageous.

Unite your people as witnesses of love.
Walk with us, as we blaze new trails of 

discipleship,
Accompanying young people as we 

renew the Church together.
 

Come Holy Spirit of Vocation,
Stir within young people an awareness 

of God’s call.
Reveal to us the graces of young 

people.
Guide us all, in finding our place and 

raising our voices
To build a civilization of love.

Amen 
 

Our Lady of the Southern Cross, Help 
of Christians, pray for us.

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, friend 
of the young, pray for us. 

Year of Youth Prayer



At the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Broome Air Raid, 
students from St Mary’s College in Broome performed their reflective 
dance. Photo: S Malak

In Balgo, Parish Administrator Fr Ernest 
Kandie, a fisher of men, turned his hand to 
real fish at the Sturt Creek crossing after all 
the rain. Hope springs eternal!

The annual Chrism Mass was held at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome on 
Tuesday 4 April 2017. It is a time when all the priests of the Diocese gather in Broome and 
Bishop Saunders blesses the holy oils. Photo: A Rohr

In Kalumburu, Tamara Waina is hard at work at 
the local radio station while caring for her young 
son. Photo: CAS


