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 “The Word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among us. We 

have seen His glory.”
John 1:14 

Yes, absolutely! Each of us is called as 
children of God to respond to Pope 
Francis’s invitation to become a “synodal” 
Church – a Church of faith-filled people 
who speak boldly and with passion, and 
who listen deeply with an open and humble 
heart.

In his address to the Bishops of the 
world, Pope Francis explains the 
importance of listening, dialogue and 
prayer.

“A synodal Church is a Church which 
listens, which realises that listening is more 
than simply hearing. It is a mutual 
listening in which everyone has something 
to learn. The faithful people, the college of 
bishops, the Bishop of Rome: all listening 
to each other, and all listening to the Holy 
Spirit, the ‘Spirit of truth’ (Jn 14:17), in 
order to know what he ‘says to the 
Churches’ (Rev 2:7).”

Visit the Plenary Council website at: 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

Plenary 2020 

It’s that time of year again, where we 
ask the people of Broome to give 
generously to Bishop’s Annual 
Christmas Appeal. Last year 160 
hampers were delivered around 
Broome on Christmas Eve. These 
hampers provide food to those who 
may otherwise have nothing to eat 
over the Christmas period. Following 
the 2017 appeal, Bishop Saunders, 
who distributes the hampers, said,

“Once more we are able to enhance 
the wellbeing of families in Broome 
who are in need at Christmas time. 
This was possible because of the 
generosity of the many people in 
Broome who donated food stuff for 
the hampers at the major grocery 
outlets in Broome…I know personally 
of families that would not have eaten 
but for the fact that the hampers were 
delivered on Christmas eve as always.”

Donations can be made at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral, 
the Chancery Office and marked 
boxes at supermarkets around 
Broome.

Does my voice, my experience, sharing my story 
really matter? 

Christmas Appeal 

Fr John Bosco and Anneliese Rohr from the Chancery 
surrounded by the completed Christmas hampers in 
2017. Photo: CAS
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Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ conducting a Plenary 
Council Session in Ringer Soak. 
Photo: P Egan
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Christmas Message

I visited a family last Christmas day who 
had received a hamper from the Bishop’s 
Christmas Appeal. Clearly they were not 
a well off household at the best of times. 
As it happened that year a number of 
bills had arrived leading up to the festive 
day thus adding to their poverty. Come 
Christmas week the family purse was all 
but empty and the young children of the 
household were looking to a bleak 
celebration. For me, what has become 
most memorable about this visit was the 
happiness on the young faces of those 
who sat down to very simple fare on 
Christmas day, far less exotic than most 
lunches elsewhere that day. There were 
no luxury gourmet dishes with fine 
sauces but a full bowl of Vita Brits with 
milk and honey, which was certainly 
filling and welcome. A slice of toast with 
baked beans followed the entre. The 
older ones each had a bowl of tinned 
meat mixed with chopped onion, canned 
tomatoes and rice - all cooked in a 
frypan that had been used earlier that 
morning to make a tasty damper. A tin 
of Golden Syrup on damper satisfied for 
dessert for the older ones while the 
youngsters were treated to pineapple 
jelly made up by mum the night before. 
Every single ingredient was from the 
hamper. 

I wonder what Mary and Joseph ate 
on Christmas day? I imagine it was 
filling but uncomplicated. 
Anthropologists have given us some 
details of the food eaten by your average 
citizen living at the time of Jesus. For 
simple folk it was a diet comprised  
mostly of  barley bread, olives, hens' 
eggs, onions, lentils, sheep’s cheese, 
curdled milk and dried fruits. Meat was 
a rarity, conspicuous only among the 

rich and famous. Such ordinary foods 
would have held together body and soul 
for Mary and Joseph while, I suggest, 
the birth of a boy child must have been 
itself something so great for their spirit 
that it added something to their 
sustenance. 

I mention the above matters because 
when I read the Infancy Narratives of 
Luke’s Gospel I am taken, time and time 
again, by the simplicity of it all. And yet 
in that simplicity that speaks clearly of 
poverty, homelessness, the flight of 
refugees from evil, the starkness of a 
Child’s birthplace, there is nonetheless a 
deep-hearted joy that is ever present and 
powerfully satisfying in its own way. 

I wonder about my own fuss, and that 
of others, at Christmas time and the 
complications we create that add to our 
stress and worries. How it is that we so 
often get caught up in the urgent 
demands that accompany our 
preparations for the Feast Day, that 
smother us in detail as we struggle with 
tinsel, presents, puddings, gourmet style 
food and bright lights? Perhaps my 
friends of last Christmas, in their 
austere fibro home with the 
uncomplicated menu, have got it right?   
With such uninvolved distractions 
invested in the festivity, perhaps the 
essential wonder of Christmas, the birth 
of our Saviour, may strike home in an 
enduring manner that will lead to a 
deepening gratitude to our God. 

Amidst all the prayerful joys of 
Christmas and the good tidings that 
come, there is a profound sense of hope 
bound up meticulously with the mystery 
that is the nativity of Jesus. The mystery 
of God’s love for his creation, for 
humanity, spoken about so clearly 

through the words of the prophets of 
old, begins to be dramatically revealed as 
the boy child is born, God and man, to 
dwell among us: The Word becomes 
Flesh. Christ our Life! Christ our hope!  

There it was that Christmas night, in 
a non-descript township in the Land we 
call Holy, that God showed his hand so 
graciously, so generously, as His Son 
was brought into the world to love it and 
then to redeem it some years later in the 
glory that was Easter.  

Let us pray that we may be focused 
simply on our Christmas celebrations in 
order that we may simply live our 
Christmas in joy, giving thanks to 
Christ, our Lord and Saviour, who came 
that we may have life and have it to the 
full. [cf Jn 10:10]    

I wish you, your family and your 
community God’s choicest blessings this 
Christmas.

+Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome

Simply Christmas

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE   DECEMBER 2018  3



Born in Germany on 
January 6, 1256, 
Gertrude was sent at age 
5 to a monastery in 
Helfta, to receive her 
education and religious 
formation. The 
monastery was highly 
regarded for its spiritual 
and intellectual vitality. 

A gifted student with a 
great thirst for 
knowledge, Gertrude 
excelled in her study of 
the arts and sciences of 
her day, while living 
according to her 
community’s strict 
practice of the Rule of Saint Benedict. By her own account, 
however, something seems to have been lacking in 
Gertrude’s personal devotion, which suffered due to her 
overemphasis of intellectual and cultural pursuits.

At 24 years of age, Gertrude had greatly distinguished 
herself in many fields of study. But her accomplishments 
began to seem meaningless, as she considered the true 
meaning and goal of her monastic vocation. Anxious and 
depressed, Gertrude felt she had built a “tower of vanity 
and curiosity” rather than seeking to love God above all 
things and live in union with him.

In January of the following year, she experienced a 
vision of Christ, hearing him declare: “I have come to 
comfort you and bring you salvation.” During 1281, her 
priorities shifted dramatically, away from secular 
knowledge and toward the study of Scripture and theology. 
Gertrude devoted herself strongly to personal prayer and 
meditation, and began writing spiritual treatises for the 
benefit of her monastic sisters.

Understanding the love of Christ as the supreme and 
fundamental reality, Gertrude communicated this truth in 
her writings and strove to live in accordance with it. 
Though acutely aware of her own persistent faults, she 
also came to understand the depths of God’s mercy. She 
accepted the illness and pain of her final years in a spirit 
of personal sacrifice, while recalling the goodness of God 
that had transformed her life.

St Gertrude the Great died on November 16, 1301 or 
1302.

Saint News
St Gertrude
Feast Day: 
16 November

It’s with quite a bit of sadness that I have to say that this will 
be my last column for the Kimberley Community Profile as 
part of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council. I’m 
planning to retire from the ACSJC at the end of this year.

I’ve been writing these columns since 2009, thanks to the 
initiative of Bishop Saunders. I’ve had the opportunity to 
explore issues that inspired me, and to hone my craft as a 
writer, including having to discipline myself to keep the 
columns down to 500 words. I’ve been flattered by an award 
from the Australasian Catholic Press Association. 

Out of curiosity, I looked back at the first of these columns 
to see what topics I’d chosen. It turned out that there were two: 
the anniversary of the Apology to the Stolen Generations and 
‘the continuing agony in Palestine and Israel’. 

Sadly, it seems that there has been little improvement either 
in justice for Indigenous people or in the search for a solution 
in the Holy Land. 

In that column I recalled how Prime Minister Rudd 
acknowledged the need to close the gap ‘in housing, health, 
employment, education and early childhood initiatives’. If the 
gap wasn’t closed, he said, the Apology may become ‘a dead 
letter’. Nine years later, a few things have improved but the gap 
remains. Even worse is the increase in the rate of 
imprisonment of Indigenous people, especially young people 
and women, and the housing crisis for Indigenous families. 

In the Holy Land, tensions remain on a knife edge, violence 
seems to be the first resort rather than the last, and vested 
outside interests keep things at boiling point. Our Prime 
Minister’s recent proposal to move our embassy to Jerusalem 
can have no effect except to inflame the situation.

In later columns, I wrote often about Australia’s fearful 
rejection of refugees and its policy of calculated cruelty 
towards asylum seekers coming by boat. Turning around 
Australia’s disproportionate terror in this regard will remain a 
challenge for everyone committed to social justice. 

If there is a light on the hill for me in recent weeks, it is the 
canonisation of St Óscar Romero, the Archbishop of San 
Salvador. His unswerving courage in the face of the 
government’s death squads brought him to a bloody death in 
1980. Pope Francis called him ‘a prophet of the Church turned 
outwards’. 

Romero said: ‘We must not seek the child Jesus in the pretty 
figures of our Christmas cribs. We must seek him among the 
undernourished children who have gone to bed at night with 
nothing to eat, among the poor newsboys who will sleep 
covered with newspapers in doorways.’ Those are words that 
might have been said by Pope Francis. 

It’s been a privilege to have been part of the Church’s work 
in Australia. The rewards have been huge, and the 
inspirational people I have met will stay with me forever. 
Thanks to all in Broome Diocese and to the ACSJC for this 
opportunity.

By Dr David Brennan, Editing and 
Publications Officer of the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council

Office of Justice, 
Ecology and 
Peace

LIFE - It is sacred

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.

Gertrud von Helfta, Merazhofen 
Pfarrkirche Chorgestühl. 
Photo: Andreas Praefcke - 
Self-photographed

4  KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE   DECEMBER 2018



Matthew and Susan Hill and their family recently farewelled the 
Kimberley after nearly 10 years in Broome. Matthew and Susan and their 
ten children were active members of the Broome Cathedral Parish, with 
Matthew the Campus Minister at the University of Notre Dame Australia 
Broome Campus, and Susan, among other things, volunteering her time 
at the St Vincent Pallotti Op Shop. Bishop Saunders said, “We shall miss 
their involvement at grassroots level and their spiritual contribution to 
the Parish family. They have been simply wonderful and we shall all pray 
for them and wish them God’s choicest blessings.” Photo: Fr A Vega

Briefly Speaking

Dean and Michelle Savioa have finished their time 
at Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River after a 
long association with the Kimberley. Dean started 
teaching in the Kimberley in 1991 and taught for 
10 years. He was appointed Principal of 
Warlawurra Catholic School in Red Hill 2007-
2013, with a year off in 2011. Michelle taught at 
Sacred Heart School Beagle Bay in 2014 while 
Dean looked after the kids. Since 2015, Dean and 
Michelle have taught at Gibb River with their sons 
Daemon and Kieran students there. 

Helena Hungerford-Morgan, from St Mary’s 
College in Broome, was the winner of the 2018 
Bishop’s Leadership Award.

Marjorie Hunter, from Wyndham, celebrated her 75th birthday in 
October, surrounded by her great great grandchildren! Many happy 
returns! Photo: Fr J Nyongesa

Lou Teiri recently joined the Diocese of Broome as 
Administrator at Kalumburu Mission. Lou, from 
Victoria, has had lots of experience working in 
Aboriginal communities in different parts of 
Australia, and has also lived in Kununurra. We 
warmly welcome Lou to the Diocese.

Sr Frances Wilson RNDM came all the way from New Zealand to attend 
the NATSICC Assembly in Perth. Sr Frances seen here with Bishop 
Saunders, is a familiar face in the Kimberley as she spent many years at 
Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River.
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New Kids on the Block
1. All smiles in Broome is Leighton Macauley and Junior. Photo: CAS
2. Born on 20 September in Broome was Michael Joseph Eastgate, son of Joseph and Brigid.
3. Recently baptised by Fr Raymond Ugwu CSSp at St John the Baptist Church in La Grange/Bidyadanga was Zane 

Jubadah. Zane is with his parents Jimarlus and Danielle, and godparents Bianca and Rossi. 
4. Baby Logan Scopie with his mother Latoya Moody recently arrived in Balgo from Alice Springs. Photo: Fr E Kandie
5. Visiting the Op Shop in Halls Creek is Jimmy Rogers with his grandmother Magda Yoomarie. Jimmy is the son of 

Donnette Yoomarie and Eugene Rogers. Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ
6. In Warmun is Elayah Pinday with her mum Jessica Ramsay. Photo: R Antonio

1
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The leaders of Catholic Religious Australia (CRA) and 
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) 
have welcomed Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s 
apology to survivors of institutional child sexual abuse 
and recommitted to working with the community to 
eliminate the scourge of child sexual abuse.
“The National Apology and the apologies made by 
institutions during the life of the Royal Commission 
and since have been an important validation of the 
courage of survivors of abuse in seeking truth, justice 
and healing. We think first of them at this time,” said 
CRA President Sr Monica Cavanagh RSJ.

Catholic Church stands with 
Prime Minister, renews apology

CRA president Sr Monica Cavanagh 
RSJ. Photo: CRA

“On behalf of the Catholic bishops 
and religious leaders of Australia, 
we renew our profound and heartfelt 
apology to all victims and survivors 
of abuse and to their families, 
friends and supporters, who have 
shared their suffering.”
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The training and formation of lay missionaries of the Church 
at all levels was high on the list of priorities for an 
international symposium in Rome recently, attended by 
Australian representatives on behalf of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference.

The symposium, themed “Promotion and Formation of the 
Laity: Best Practices”, was held over three days at the end of 
last month. Andrea Dean, Director of the Office for the 
Participation of Women, and Catholic Mission Deputy 
National Director Peter Gates were the Australian delegates.

The conference, run by the Dicastery for Laity, Family and 
Life, brought representatives from around the world together 
to discuss the importance of lay formation – a timely and 
pertinent topic for the Church in Australia as the Plenary 
Council 2020 unfolds.

“It was a genuine experience of sharing the successes and 
struggles of the real world, the real Church, with those 
working for the Church in Rome,” said Ms Dean, whose office 
earlier this year launched the Leadership for Mission 
initiative, a graduate program for women run through the 
Australian Catholic University.

“As an Australian, I was very conscious of how young the 
Church is in this country and the modest number of Catholics 
here,” she said. “In contrast to the reports from other 
episcopal conferences, which highlighted large-scale, national 
formation programs, the ‘best practice’ examples that we 
chose to share were targeted and localised.”

Mr Gates agreed that the Church in Australia was 
embracing lay formation for leadership in mission and 
through a wide range of ministries and vocations.

Catholic Mission will next year jointly deliver the fourth 
“Mission: one heart many voices” conference with Catholic 
Religious Australia. With around 500 delegates expected, it 
has grown to be Australia’s premier conference on mission, 
delivering practical 
ways to live the joy of 
the Gospel and lead 
mission in professional 
and personal contexts.

Strong lay formation the answer for an outward-looking Church

Job well done for Peter Gates and Andrea Dean at the 
symposium in Rome.

Catholic Mission

On 26 September 2018 in a ceremony rich with Catholic 
tradition and Aboriginal culture, the Diocese of Darwin 
welcomed Bishop Charles Gauci as its new shepherd.

Pope Francis’ ambassador to Australia, Archbishop Adolfo 
Tito Yllana, read the apostolic mandate from the Holy Father, 
announcing Bishop Gauci’s appointment. Bishop Hurley 
served as principal consecrator at an overflowing St Mary’s 
Star of the Sea Cathedral.

In his homily, Bishop Hurley welcomed Bishop Gauci to 
the Diocese, but also reminded him of the task that lies ahead. 

Bishop Hurley said trust between the people and the Church 
in Darwin has been built over more than a century.

“This is a sacred trust, well-earned, but it brings with it a 
grave responsibility to walk with the people as a good 
shepherd must,” he said.

Bishop Hurley said that the special bond between the 
Catholic Church in the Northern Territory and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples is a privilege, but there are also 
significant duties.

“The trust, reverence and love shown by our Aboriginal 
sisters and brothers over such a long time are sacred, and 
demand an equal commitment from the Church and from 
you as bishop,” he told Bishop Gauci.

“You will need to listen carefully, observe closely and walk 
humbly with them as you assess the situation which confronts 
them.

“You will find that they need your support and your voice 
as they search for proper housing, dignified employment and 
an urgent review of the heartbreaking rate of incarceration of 
our Aboriginal sisters and brothers, particularly the young 
people.”

At the conclusion of his ordination Mass, Bishop Gauci 
declared: “I am now a Territorian – and very, very glad to be 
here as one of you.” He expressed his desire to follow the 
example of Bishop Hurley, who has been “such a good bishop, 
so loved,” and in “continuing to build the Body of Christ” in 
the Diocese of Darwin.

Bishop Charles Gauci ordained fifth Bishop of Darwin

ACBC MediaBlog

ACBC
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Mr Brian Kane, fondly known 
as BK, who has served as a 
Catholic teacher and leader at 
Nulungu and St Mary’s 
College in Broome for the past 
40 years will be retiring at the 
end of 2018. BK arrived in 
Broome on a Greyhound bus, 
40 years ago on the 13th 
October. He was going to stay 
for a week and ended up 
staying 40 years.

St Mary’s College (formerly Nulungu College) and the community of Broome has 
been so much the richer for having BK as a teacher, colleague, mentor, footballer, 
football coach, environmentalist, community and parish volunteer. Since arriving in 
1978, BK has worked with nine school principals, and held numerous positions of 
leadership including that of a member of the College Leadership Team and having held 
coordinator roles for Science, Mathematics, ICT, Religious Education and Liturgy. The 
students, staff and parents at St Mary’s have great admiration and respect for BK and 
he has made a difference to an incredible number of students throughout his career. 
BK is an outstanding teacher and has become a legend in his own right, through his 
story telling, his wonderful manner with students and his exceptional ability in ICT – 
something that he has embraced and has been a forerunner and leader of at St Mary’s 
College. 

BK is also greatly respected and has strong links and relationships with many 
Aboriginal families and with many of the elderly people in Broome. More recently, BK 

has dedicated a great amount of his 
own personal time in creating an 
amazing Facebook page with over 
1000 followers, connecting so many of 
our former students and families 
spanning many generations, enabling 
them to reconnect with each other and 
to relive some of the best years of their 
lives from their time at St Mary’s and 
Nulungu College. BK’s own Broome 
Facebook page (Broome’s Natural 
Environment) is also another 
incredible contribution to our 
community with an amazing amount 
of information and history of Broome. 
BK has had wonderful support from 
his wife Kate and we thank and salute 
BK for his outstanding work at St 
Mary’s, in the Broome Parish and in 
the wider Broome community. We 
wish BK and Kate health, happiness 
and God’s blessing in their retirement. 

Every year on 8 August, Australia celebrates the feast of its first saint, Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop. This year, the celebrations were of especial importance 
for the community of St Joseph’s School in Kununurra, East Kimberly, as it 
also included the unveiling of a beautiful statue in front of the entire school 
community of 150 students, parents, elders and other special guests.

Past pupil Agnus Armstrong initiated proceedings with a welcome to 
country. She spoke of her time at the school as a student, whilst also 
highlighting that while Mary was “just a young girl when she started her work 
in Adelaide helping so many people…she was a great woman, she grew up 
strong!” 

Parish Priest Fr Joel Nyongesa then blessed the statue, followed by prayers 
from some of the staff and students. Afterwards, Principal Mr Tim Hogan 
gave his thanks, saying that “The image of St Mary of the Cross now 
completes our blessed reflection sanctuary where students, staff, families and 
friends can now go and reflect and pray. We are very grateful to Peter 
Schipperheyn, the sculptor, for the amount of work he has put into helping us 
complete this project.”

St Joseph’s Kununurra celebrates the Feast of Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop

Brian Kane out camping with the students from St Mary’s 
College.

Umpiring with Ambrose and James.

A farewell was held for Brian Kane at St Mary’s College in Broome.

Michael Gartland

A Trethowan

A Salute to Mr BK

Sculptor Peter Schipperheyn was in Kununurra for the 
unvailing of his work.
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Vatican Dossier
Hoy Father: 
Advent Invites us to Prepare

Speaking about Advent, Pope Francis reminded the 
faithful that Advent is the time of preparation.  
“..we began Advent with the invitation to watch,” the Holy 
Father recalled. “… it’s the time to recognize the voids to 
fill in our life, to smooth the asperities of pride and make 
room for Jesus who is coming.”
A void in our life can be the fact that we don’t pray or pray 
little. Hence, Advent is the favorable moment to pray with 
more intensity, to give to the spiritual life the important 
place it deserves. Another void might be our lack of charity 
towards our neighbor, especially towards those most in 
need of help, not only material but also spiritual. We are 
called to be more conscious of the needs of others, closer 
to them. 
“Every mountain and hill be made low” (v. 4), exhorts 
Isaiah.  The mountains and hills that must be made low 
are pride, haughtiness and arrogance. Where there is 
pride, where there is arrogance the Lord can’t enter 
because that heart is full of pride, of haughtiness, of 
arrogance. Therefore, we must lower this pride, talking 
meekly and thus preparing the coming of our Saviour. 
Then we are asked to eliminate all the obstacles we put to 
our union with the Lord: “The uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed – says Isaiah — and all flesh 
shall see it together” (Isaiah 40:4-5). However, these 
actions are to be done with joy, because they are geared to 
the preparation of Jesus’ arrival. When we expect at home 
the visit of a dear person, we prepare everything with care 
and happiness. We want to predispose ourselves in the 
same way for the coming of the Lord.
The Saviour we await is able to transform our life with the 
strength of the Holy Spirit, with the strength of love. In 
fact, the Holy Spirit effuses in our hearts the love of God, 
inexhaustible source of purification, of new life and of 
freedom. The Virgin Mary lived this reality in fullness, 
allowing herself to be “baptized” by the Holy Spirit who 
inundated her with His power. May she, who prepared the 
coming of Christ with the totality of her existence, help us 
to follow her example and guide our steps to encounter 
the Lord who is coming.

Yesteryear: 
Images From Our Past

Bishop Otto Raible SAC, circa 1945.

Apostolic Administrator/Vicar Apostolic of Kimberley 
Vicariate 1929 - 1958
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The recent Mental Health Week was a very busy time for the 
Kimberley Stolen Generation Aboriginal Corporation (KSGAC).  
Staff participated in a number of activities focusing on social and 
emotional well-being.

In Broome at Town Beach around sixty people came together 
and services such as the KSGAC were involved in the event which 
included music and a BBQ.

KSGAC staff made themselves available to answer questions 
on the Link-up and Redress Service.

KSGAC held a colouring in competition of the National Sorry 
Day Flower and gave gift packs to winners.

The KSGAC Healing Art group also joined in with Boab 
Mental Health and enjoyed making wool rocks, learning new 
craft techniques and networking.

National Mental Health Week

Healing Art Group during Mental Health Week 2018. Photo: KSGAC

‘The Time to 
Recognize the 
Voids to Fill in 
our Life

Kimberley Stolen 
Generation 
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Kimberley Wild

Cookies in a Jar

Kimberley Kitchen

and 1/2 teaspoon vanilla essence. Mix until blended.
Roll 2.5 cm balls, and place 5 cm apart on ungreased 
cookie sheet.
Bake at 180 degrees until edges are lightly browned, 
about 12 to 14 minutes.
Cool on cookie sheet for five minutes, then transfer 
to wire racks.
Makes 12 cookies.

If you are looking for something different to give as a 
gift this Christmas, have you tried Cookies in a Jar?

You simply layer the ingredients in a jar, and give it, 
along with the directions to bake the cookies, as a 
lovely yet simple homemade gift.

There are heaps of variations on this recipe and you 
can also download some great templates for labels 
online, just to add a nice touch!

Ingredients:

3/4 cup plain flour

1/2 teaspoon baking powder

1/2 teaspoon baking soda

1/8 teaspoon salt

1/2 cup traditional oats

1/3 cup choc chips

1/4 cup brown sugar, packed

1/4 cup caster sugar

Directions:

In a 500 ml mason jar, layer the flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, salt, oats, choc chips, brown sugar and 
caster sugar, packing each layer tightly.
Add a ribbon and a tag with the following directions:
Empty jar of cookie mix into a mixing bowl; mix well. 
Add 1/4 cup melted butter or margarine, 1 beaten egg 

The beautiful Rainbow Bee Eater is a 
medium-sized bird with spectacular, jewel-
like colours. It has a long, curved bill, and 
the adults have two distinctive tail feathers 
(streamers). These grow particularly long in 
the male.  

Rainbow Bee Eaters are found 
throughout most of mainland Australia, 
although the southern populations move 
north to Winter, swelling the Kimberley’s 
population during the dry season. During 
these months they can easily be spotted 
perching on telephone wires in towns and 
throughout the open woodlands of the 
Kimberley. 

Rainbow Bee Eaters catch insects on the 
wing in a skillful display of aerobatics. 
Their prey is mainly made up of bees, 

wasps, dragonflies, beetles, butterflies and 
moths. The insects are carried back to a 
perch where the birds can be observed 
beating them before swallowing, and 
rubbing the bees and wasps to remove the 
sting.

With their delicate and elaborate 
appearance, and their swift and graceful 
flight, the last place you would expect to 
find a Rainbow Bee Eater is grubbing about 
in the dirt – but this is precisely where they 
choose to make their nesting site. During 
the wet season the breeding pair dig a 
tunnel into a sandy bank, almost a metre 
long, and line a small chamber at the end 
with grasses on which they lay their 
precious eggs. 

Rainbow Bee Eater

havingitalmost.wordpress.com

CC BY 3.0 JJ Harrison 

By Kate Austen 

Merops ornatus
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Heroes in Faith

Eileen (Eily) O'Connor was born on 19 February 1892 in 
Richmond, Victoria. She was baptised and confirmed at St 
Ignatius Church in Richmond and also went to the local 
school. 

Eileen was the eldest of four children. When she was just 
three years of age she fell from her pram and damaged her 
spine. Despite several operations nothing could be done to 
alleviate the pain. She suffered spinal injuries, and although 
this did not prevent her from walking, it left her in pain that 
she had to endure for the rest of her life. 

In 1902 the family moved to Sydney. When her father died, 
Fr McGrath, a member of The Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart, was introduced to the family and helped them find 
accommodation during this difficult time. Working closely 
with the family he witnessed the 
courage with which Eileen met her 
disability. In his opinion she came 
close to death, lapsing into 
unconsciousness during times of 
intense pain.

Eileen was deeply religious and 
shared with Fr McGrath that Our 
Lady visited her and encouraged her 
to accept her suffering for the good of 
others. In sharing this, Fr McGrath 
told her of his hope of establishing a 
religious congregation of nurses for 
the poor. 

Eileen entered into this with great 
enthusiasm and in 1913 moved into a 
rented cottage in Coogee known as 
Our Lady's Home and this served as a 
Convent for the new congregation. 
Sadly, the enterprise did not succeed 
and all except Eileen left. Gradually 
more people joined, and a small 
community of seven known as Our 
Lady's Nurses for the Poor was 
established and Eileen O'Connor 

elected as Superior. They were known as The Brown Nurses.
Eileen, despite her disability provided strong leadership and 

apart from her trip to Rome to plead Fr McGrath's cause she 
was almost bed-ridden.

With little education and no theological formation Eileen 
embodied a spirituality marked by her devotion to Our Lady. 
Eileen’s beautiful spirit inspired many people to seek her 
guidance and prayers. She listened to them, understood their 
problems and gave wise advice. 

Eileen died at the young age of 28. When her body was 
exhumed to be moved, it was found to be in a state of perfect 
preservation.

The Congregation of which she is co-foundress continues at 
Our Lady's Home in Coogee with three other houses 

established. The legacy left by Eileen 
O'Connor is amongst the most 
enduring in social work along with 
Caroline Chisholm and Mary 
MacKillop.

In 2017 due to a decline in 
numbers they came under the 
governance of the Sisters of Charity 
in Australia.

In August 2018, the Vatican 
advanced the cause for Eileen 
O’Connor, giving her the title Servant 
of God.

Eileen O’Connor

By Maria Rohr

"Make a resolution to love Our 
Lord, giving Him all yourself, to 
be used in saving or helping to 
save souls, by giving all the help 
in your power. Act through love; 
prove your love by ever keeping 
Our Lord before you.” 

- Eileen O’Connor, co-founder of Our 
Lady’s Nurses for the Poor.

Bindam Mie - The Kimberley’s new ‘Superfood’
Robert Dann is a local home-grown product, a Kimberley man 
through and through. And so too is his range of creations 
under his Bindam Mie label, meaning Bush Tucker.
Wonderful tasting drinks, ointments, oils – all based on Boab 
nuts and ground flour from its pith, or lemon myrtle, or bush 
lemon grass, or wattle seed or eucalyptus – or a combination of 
the above bush items, harvested as he says by indigenous 
families. 

Robert is overwhelmed at the interest in his products. And so 
he should be. His hard work and creativity has paid off. If that’s 
not enough for one man, how about his didgeridoo phone tone 
available from the iTunes store. It's good to support local 
businesses and people like Robert who get up and give it a go. 
They are deserving of our backing.

Well done Robert and best wishes for the future.
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The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic 
Council (NATSICC) held their annual Assembly in Perth this 
year and it was very well attended by Catholic Indigenous 
people from all over Australia.  A keynote address was given 
by Fr Frank Brennan SJ on Constitutional Recognition of 
Indigenous people.  A superb oration by Mary Victor – 
O’Reeri was well received by the assembled peoples. Mary, 
from Beagle Bay, spoke of the necessity of engaging the 
Spiritual side of people at all times when forming and leading.  
Including God in the picture, she said, was essential.
The well put together Liturgies were led by Bishop 
Christopher Saunders who said: “It was obviously one of the 
best Assemblies ever.  The work put in to it paid off and the 

event is a credit to the organisers and all who attended.  I look 
forward to Townsville for the next Assembly in 2021”.
Bishop Saunders and Shirley Purdie presented a workshop on 
Aboriginal Art ‘Jesus Through Our Eyes’.
Diocesan Family Support worker, Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ along 
with Sr Tina Kapelli RSJ, presented a workshop on the Grief 
and Loss Program called Seasons for Healing. A group of 14 
people participated in the workshop and were eager to find 
out more about the program. Sr Alma herself also enjoyed 
being with the Kimberley delegates during the Assembly. 
Reflecting on the Assembly, Sr Alma said, “I was delighted to 
see the work that has been created to include cultural practices 
in celebrating the Sacraments. Mary O'Reeri's address spoke 
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NATSICC National Assembly

Mary Victor-O’Reeri from Beagle Bay gave a superb 

keynote address at the NATSICC Assembly. Mary spoke of 

the necessity to put God into our thoughts and actions and 

of making God present in programs to assist and serve the 

needs of Aboriginal people. Photo: CAS
Erica Bernard from the Catholic Education Office in Broome helped with the feedback sessions  at the Assembly.

The Kimberley was well represented at the NATSICC Assembly in Perth.
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Shirley Purdie of Warmun, told a story of her painting and her 
country at the Aboriginal Faith Art Workshop.

The Kimberley participants enjoying a break from the sessions.

Bishop Saunders celebrated the closing Mass at the NATSICC Assembly.

The Kimberley participants, led by Erica Bernard on guitar, sung the 
Blessing Song at the end of the Healing Liturgy.

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE   DECEMBER 2018  13

of cultural identity as a woman within the Catholic Church and the 
challenge of helping the younger generation know their cultural 
heritage: the importance of relationship with country, bush names 
and rituals as well as being able to sit in silence absorbing the 
natural environment and learning its significance in their lives.”
When reflecting on the Assembly, Erica Bernard from the Catholic 
Education Office in Broome said, “I really enjoyed the Plenary 

‘Yarning Circles’, there were some rich conversations, even though 
people have said what hasn’t worked for them, whether it’s church 
life or their own faith journey, there were many ideas and sharing 
of good stories moving forward and how Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people can find their place in the life of the church 
in Australia.”

Stations of the Cross by 
Shirley Purdie 
The Stations of the 
Cross by Shirley Purdie, 
of Warmun, won the 
2007 Blake Prize for 
Religious Artwork.  The 
work portrays the 14 
Stations of the Cross, 
but also the history of 
conflict and racial 
violence in the artist's 
community in the 
1920s and 1930s. 

“Bishop Jobst meeting God” by Queenie McKenzie
“Bishop Jobst meeting God” centres on the development of 
Warmun as a Christian community. “The importance of this 
painting is that it related the interface of a Christian presence and 
the free and willing acceptance of this into a tribal cultural 
environment,” said Bishop Saunders. “ KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE   DECEMBER 2018  13



In 2018, Helen and Laurie Short from Silverwater in NSW, 
returned to the Kimberley for another term of volunteering.

Like many interesting volunteer stories, Helen and Laurie’s 
started in 2005 with a chance meeting during a happy hour in 
Kununurra where they met some volunteers who were 
heading to Mirrilingki (Kimberley Retreat) the next day. 
Recently retired and already interested in volunteering, they 
visited the Centre a few weeks later and on their return home 
submitted their application form and were accepted!

Although they thought they would only volunteer a couple 
of times, they loved the experience so much they have been 
back more than 10 times!! Apart from times in Warmun and 
Balgo, they have volunteered 9 times in the parish of La 
Grange/Bidyadanga.

There were many memorable moments to reflect on, but 
one of their highlights during their time in the Kimberley was 
Laurie being received into the church and then having their 
marriage convalidated by Bishop Saunders.

During their time, they have seen it all, but one of the 
interesting times was the snake in church during Mass!

Helen and Laurie’s advice for anyone thinking about 
volunteering in the Kimberley is simple, “Be yourself, don't 
have the thought you can change things or people. Enjoy your 
time in the parish and with the people, and learn from the 
people.”

We hope to see Helen and Laurie back in 2019!!

Laurie and Helen Short following the convalidation of 
their marriage in Nulungu Chapel (2011). Photo: CAS

The Church leaders in La Grange/Bidyadaga prayed over Helen and 
Laurie Short to thank them for their time volunteering in 2018. 
Photo: Fr R Ugwu CSSp

As we approach Christmas it is a good time to reflect on the year and thank all 
the amazing volunteers we have had. It is only through the work of our 
volunteers that the Kimberley church is able to continue its important work, and 
for that we remain grateful.

The year 2018 was a challenging one for the Kimberley Catholic Volunteer 
Service with a shortage of volunteers in several parishes, but as always many from 
all different walks of life, continued to come to serve the church in the Kimberley. 
A unique and at times challenging experience is always personally enriching for 
those fortunate enough to embrace it. As always, the year presented many new 
challenges in the Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service. This year we were 
saddened by the unexpected death of long term volunteer Brian Donnelly.  Brian 
and his wife Lorel served in many parishes throughout the Kimberley and he will 
be greatly missed.

In his Viewpoint from Issue 5 of the Kimberley Community Profile, Bishop 
Saunders shared a story about Br John Richards who served the community of 
Kalumburu for over 50 years. In the story Bishop Saunders recalled how Br John 
reminded one of the Mission volunteers that the work we do is always to serve 
God.

Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service

By Anneliese Rohr – Volunteer Coordinator

At the Kalumburu Mission Store, volunteer 
Matilda Fittock recently farewelled the 
community, including from left, Rosemary, 
Wayne and Alan. Photo: A Rohr

As 2019 approaches, with several 
volunteers already making a commitment 
to the Diocese, I encourage everyone who is 
interested to get in touch and learn more 
about the Kimberley Catholic Volunteer 
Service. 

volunteers@broomediocese.org

A Year in Review
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At the end of 2018, Michael Pepper concludes his time as 
Principal at St Mary’s College in Broome. Michael was a great 
addition to the school some seven years ago, coming at a 
formative time in the life of St Mary’s College when new plans 
were afoot for its refurbishment and expansion. He has carried 
through with that first phase gallantly and competently. His 
leadership has achieved so much and, amazingly, he has taken it 
all in his stride. As the pace picked up when plans were 
unfolding he simply moved up a step and so deftly held steady 
the helm. We are grateful for his dedication and giftedness, used 
so wisely and so often; which is much appreciated.  He has been 
a very hard worker not afraid of toil but rather relentless in 
pursuit of the task at hand.  We wish Michael and his wife, 
Janette, a peace-filled retirement and a well-deserved rest.  They 
have been a great team, a delightful couple who have supported 
each other in giving more to the Kimberley Mission than was 
ever asked. To our best wishes and gratitude we add our prayers 
for the future and wish them both God’s choicest blessings.   

Michael and Janette Pepper Farewell Broome

Janette and Michael Pepper

It sure beats walking

Why walk when you can drive? This small dog had the right 
idea when it comes to getting around town in the Kimberley 
heat! Photo: CAS

Message of thanks from Michael Pepper

Janette and I have been blessed to be a part of St Mary’s 
College, Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Parish, and 
Broome and the wider Kimberley communities for the 
past seven years. 

Our journey to the Kimberley really began back in 
2007 when I taught at Luurnpa Catholic School in Balgo 
on a two week immersion experience. Upon returning 
home I shared with Janette and our daughters, Haylie 
and Meghan, an ambition to return to the Kimberley for 
the latter years of my career. Living in the community of 
Broome with such a rich history and diverse cultural 
fabric has taught us a great deal about life and how 
diverse cultures can work together to create a 
community that other regional towns in Australia could 
only wish for. 

Thank you all for welcoming us into your very rich 
mixed-race cultures and for teaching us lessons that will 
stay with us for a lifetime. Being able to travel 
throughout the Kimberley to visit most of the other 
communities where many families of our St Mary’s 
students live, has been very special and I thank everyone 
in these communities for making us so welcome. 

I sincerely thank Bishop Christopher Saunders, Mrs 
Carol Geurts, of the Catholic Education Office, the 
Broome community and those of the wider school and 
church communities for their support, both personally 
and for the College, over the past seven years.  

Next year Janette and I will travel throughout 
Australia; we look forward to visiting you all in Broome 
and the Kimberley. We return to Darlington in the Perth 
Hills enriched by the experiences and friendships we 
have made in Broome and the Kimberley, a place we 
have been blessed to call home for the past seven years.

New Chalice for Halls Creek 

Earlier in 2018, Fr John Purnell was pleased to take this 
newly restored chalice and paten back to his parish in Halls 
Creek. Photo: J Grimson
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Notre Dame 
Kimberley

Kimberley Rural Health Alliance (KRHA) 
Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy 
students held a very successful Share your 
Happy Day with the children of Broome during 
the recent school holidays.  

The students are in Broome completing 
clinical placements within the KRHA Work 
Readiness Program and supervised by the 
KRHA Clinical Educators.  Students were from 
Sydney and Melbourne.

The Hall was transformed into a wonderland 
with stations for sock puppet making, positive 
posts, dance your happy, sensory exploration, 
messy play and art and craft activities.  Students 
created the stations themselves, then manned 
them on the day.

Physiotherapy students created a gross motor 
skills activity that included a beach ball and 
positive affirmations.

Students took the opportunity to wear their 
happy with tutus, feathers and sequins popular.

The students were thrilled with the wonderful 
response from the community. They were 
thanked by parents and children for such a 
wonderful opportunity for Sharing their Happy.

A total of 193 people attended on the day, with 
131 of these being children.

The following day, exhausted but happy 
students took the show ‘on the road’, visiting day 
care centres and school holiday programs in 
Broome.

Share Your Happy Holiday 
Sessions

Emily Goss, OT Clinical Educator, with Sarah 
Cordiner, University of Notre Dame Australia 
Broome Campus Head of Campus, sharing their 
happy.

Kimberley Rural Health Alliance

Assumption Sisters in Broome

The Assumption Sisters in Broome 
have wasted no time getting to 
work in their garden. They are very 
pleased to have already harvested 
their first pumpkins!

Sr Dorcas has been busy learning how the St Vincent Pallotti Op Shop 
works. This young customer was very pleased to have her help in 
choosing some new accessories.

Jimmy and Danny

Jim Charles and Danny Bundamurra took a break from cleaning cars in 
the parish of Kalumburu Mission to have a chat with Bishop Saunders on 
one of his visits to the remote parish. Photo: CAS
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Eulogy

Br John Richards was a person for whom a lot of people would 
feel sorry. He was born in England in 1939 and taken as a young 
child from his single mother by welfare authorities. At a young 
age he was told that his mother, whom he could not remember, 
was dead.  Shortly afterwards he was sent to Australia with a host 
of other children, some legitimately orphaned, some not.  This 
forced transmigration was part of a bizarre plan hatched by our 
Government and the British Government to help populate this 
Nation, while ridding the motherland of unwanted children! 
Placed in the care of Catholic charitable agencies he was sent to 
Christian Brothers Bindoon where life was a battle for survival. 
The bullying, he said on one occasion, was “never ending” and 
big boys ruled it over little boys, often taking their meagre rations 
and forcing them to do jobs which they didn’t want to do 
themselves. There was a pecking order and coming in at the 
bottom of the pile was a tough assignment, particularly in those 
first two or three years after his arrival.  While he maintained 
respect for the Religious Brothers, who ran the establishment, he 
nonetheless recalled on more than one occasion that “…they were 
tough. And we were always made to work long hours building the 
place up and growing food in the garden to make the soup,” 
which was the mainstay of their diet.
He recalled that one Brother in particular tried to protect him and 
his little mates whenever he could, by striving to do his best to 
minimise the bully-boy habits of some of the older lads.  “When 
it got too much for us and we felt threatened by the older boys we 
ran looking for this Brother and if we found him he would take 
us into the vegetable garden.  That was for us a peaceful place.” 
Perhaps it was this time of respite that led John to later embrace 
life in Kalumburu, beginning in 1959, where he helped the 
Benedictines who ministered there. It was in this idyllic 
environment, in the remote north, where his ceaseless toiling in 
the spectacular gardens drew great admiration from all.  Under 
the tutelage of Fr Seraphim Sanz OSB, the Superior of the 
Mission, John learned how to grow tropical fruits and how to care 
for crops of peanuts, cabbages, tomatoes, sweet corn, chillies, 
bananas, citrus fruits, pineapples, melons, paw paws, cassava, 
cashews, coffee beans, and for a while, even tobacco. 
His contribution to mission fencing, looking after the goats and 
pigs, herding in the dairy cattle daily, running the camp kitchen 
at muster time, fetching wood for the famous bakehouse, 
supplying firewood to the village, and supervising the removal of 
household rubbish from homes were all part of a huge list of 
things that kept him busy and constituted his answer to the call 
to service that he understood his vocation to be. Like Fr Sanz, Br 
John was pleased to say that in its hey-day everything on the table 
at mealtimes came from Kalumburu. Only sugar and tea, salt and 
flour and a few minor things came from outside the settlement.  
This mantra of achievement often came from him when new 
staff arrived and wondered at the history of this historic 
monastery. He recalled these achievements of the past with great 
joy.
John was pleased to be an Oblate Benedictine, an auxiliary 
member of the Order, whereby he was granted permission to 
wear the habit.  While the Benedictines invited him to go to New 
Norcia Abbey with them in 1982, when they officially withdrew 

Br John Richards
Born: 10 November 1939
Entered Eternal Life: 17 August 2018 

CAS

from Kalumburu, he declined the invitation as he had a 
family now like he had never known. The local people of 
that settlement were the centre of his love and attention. 
They too loved him and respected John just as he held 
them in high regard. He was disappointed, when he 
discovered in his latter days, that his Mother had not 
died all those years ago at the time of his birth, as he 
had been told. But not angry. Bewildered but not bitter. 
While he struggled at times at Bindoon, New Norcia and 
Kalumburu with a sense of loss of family he nonetheless 
rejoiced in his life that the Kalumburu people were his 
family.  
When he discovered that he had a brother back in 
England he felt enriched and promptly invited his 
brother to come to Kalumburu to meet his extended 
family. John too visited England and although he could 
have lived there with his blood family, for him there was 
never any other home than Kalumburu.
Br John suffered a stroke when in Kalumburu and at 
that time he also received countless treatments and 
operations for his Lymphoma cancer. Eventually, after 54 
years of service at Kalumburu John retired to a flat in 
Kununurra, in 2013, before moving a couple of years 
later to the aged care facility at the local hospital. 
This man was a mighty battler who never shirked from 
any work he was capable of doing and who devoted 
himself, with a generous energy, to the place and people 
he loved. Without a doubt, of all his endearing qualities 
that of his obvious humility is simply outstanding.  This 
foundation of all virtue afforded him the greatest 
opportunity to serve God and neighbour without any 
selfish interest to hand.  His own words regarding his 
life’s work, once recorded in a conversation in 
Kalumburu, resound constantly like a prayer for all to 
remember and love: “I do it for God.”  

May he rest in peace.
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Parish News

Mgr Paul Boyers with Jack and Daniel Reid, their mother Erica and Godparents 
Bernice Dann, Janice Tamwoy and Robyn Yahya.
Jack and Daniel were recently baptised by Mgr Paul  at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Cathedral in Broome. 

George Dann being shown the ruins of the clinic at Old Balgo where he 
was born. Photo: Fr E Kandie

BALGO

Fr Ernest Kandie recently celebrated the Sacrament of First Holy 
Communion at St Theresa’s Church in Balgo. Candidates are seen 
here with their Certificates following the Mass.

BROOME

George Jalba Dann from Beagle Bay, and 
living in Carnarvon, recently visited Old Balgo 
to see his birth place. George was born there 

on ANZAC Day in 1950. 

Fr Ernest Kandie recently stopped by the Warlayirti Art 
Centre in Balgo and saw  Marie Mudgedell painting. 
Marie likes painting about her life experience from 
when she was young in the bush. Photo:  Fr E Kandie

Kathrine Badal gave Fr John Bosco a lesson in damper 
making on his pastoral visit to Bidyadanga. Photo:  Fr 
J Bosco
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Parish News

HALLS CREEK

The Ringer Soak girls’ football team lost the first round of the new 
women’s footy but they did well in 40 degree heat ....... the future 
now looks strong!

The Hon Peter Tinley MLA, Minister for Housing; Veterans Issues; 
Youth; was recently in Kalumburu to mark the 75th Anniversary 
of the air raid on the Mission. On 27 September 1943, six people 
were killed during the air raid by Japanese war planes, at the 
Drysdale River Mission (as it was then known). Photo: Department 
of Communities

As the Year 5/6 students from Sacred Heart School in Beagle 
Bay prepared for their trip to Sydney, Parish Priest Fr Hilary 
Rotich celebrated Mass with them under the mango trees.

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Recently baptised at Christ the King Church in Lombadina was 
Eliza Carro, pictured with mum and dad, Todd and Corinne, 
and big sister Matilda.

The Assumption Sisters, Sr Clare, Sr Dorcas and Sr Naomi, were 
pleased to visit Fr Hilary Rotich on the Dampier Peninsula 
recently. As part of their trip, they were fortunate to attend 
Mass at One Arm Point. 

LA GRANGE/BIDYADANGA

 In the Parish of La Grange/Bidyadanga, Fr Raymond Ugwu CSSp 
held rosary in the community during October, the month of the 
Rosary. 

KALUMBURU
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School News

Former Ngalangangpum student Asaya Nodea brought his partner 
Shania and their son to meet his former teacher when he visited 
Gibb River recently. Michelle Savoia had taught him as a Year 3 and 
Year 4 student. Photo: D Savioa

BALGO

St John's Catholic College in Darwin has become a destination 
school for many post-primary students in the East Kimberley. 
Holiday times provide an opportunity for boarding students 
to spend time back in their communities to renew friendships 
with former classmates. Here Kimisha Burgu (Kalumburu 
Remote Community School - 3rd from left) and Dalton and Ely 
Wungundin (Wanalirri Catholic School - 3rd and 2nd from right), 
catch up with friends and family at Gibb River. Photo: D Savoia

At St Theresa’s Church in Balgo, La Salle College Perth 
students receive blessings after Mass. Photo: Fr E Kandie

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties 
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, 
transport and grounds maintenance. 
In return for being part of the team we o�er accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a 
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered. 

WANTED: Volunteer Workers  KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

For further details and an application form 
please contact the co-ordinator: 
Phone: 08 9192 1060 
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

At the Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna, students of the 
K-1 class enjoyed building this tower for Design and Technology class. 
Photo: V Ecenarro

GIBB RIVER

BILLILUNA
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School News

KUNUNURRA

Congratulations to Brittney Mosquito from Warmun 
who was recently crowned Kimberley Girl 2018. 
Photo: R Antonio 

WARMUN LOMBADINA 

Recently Christ the King Catholic School in Lombadina/Djarindjin had their 
first student leadership camp at Broome Camp School. Students from Years 
5 – 10, who had been selected for the school leadership team, participated 
in some fantastic team building activities, such as raft building and playing 
co-operative games. 

During the final week of Term 3, the Year 5/6 students from St Joseph’s School in Kununurra embarked on a once in a lifetime trip to 
Canberra. Students relished the opportunity to visit Parliament House, The War Memorial, The Mint and The Australian Institute of Sport. 
Time was also spent in Sydney where the visit could not be complete without a splash in the water at Bondi Beach!

BEAGLE BAY

The Youth leaders from Sacred Heart School in Beagle 
Bay were lucky enough to travel to Sydney and Canberra 
in late October.

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE   DECEMBER 2018  21



 

  
            Each day of A

dvent-C
hristm

as has a different activity.       P
lan w

hich ones you w
ill do each w

eek.       E
very G

race and B
lessing!    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
                 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

             
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

       
       

 

 

             
 

 
         
 

          
    
       

 
 

            
       

 
 

 

 
            
        

            
 

 

  

   
 

 

         Sunday  
        M

onday  
         T

uesday  
       W

ednesday 
         T

hursday 
 

    Friday 
 

    Saturday 
         1st   S

unday  
     of          A

dvent 
                  2nd   S

unday  
     of         A

dvent 
             3rd    S

unday  
     of          A

dvent 
             4th      S

unday  
     of          A

dvent 
            H

appy  
   H

appy 
              Christmas 
                 D

ay! 
                 2 

 
 

    3 
 

 
    4       

                 5 
 

                  6     
                   7 

 
 

        8 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
              9 

 
 

  10         
 

  11 
 

               12 
 

                13 
 

                 14 
 

 
      15 

            16 
 

 
 17 

 
 

  18 
 

               19 
 

                20 
 

                 21 
 

 
      22    

            23 
 

 
 24 

 
 

  25 
 

               26 
 

                27  
 

                 28 
 

 
      29 

      30   
                         31 

 
 

    1 
 

                 2 
 

                  3 
 

                   4 
 

 
        5 

                   
     

 
 

 
          

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
        

          
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                 M
ake A

ustralian 
    A

dvent   W
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         w
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              C

H
ILD

R
EN

 
       W

rite a special 
  “I love you, M

um
!” 

 Letter for a  
B
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 the 
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   dinner             
 

                                       
 

                   
    (Hide it! See Dec 22)  T

H
A

T
 B

E
D

R
O

O
M

! 
 

to play 
       Christmas Gifts 

 
 

 
                            (See Dec 10)  

 
                                  

                          
 

           
         

    
 

 
 

Wash       
 

 
     

 
 

   
                                 

           
 

 
 

        
 

 
 

 
   

 
  

 
 

 
 

     Help    
 

  Help             with        
  Place           message 

 
            Pets 

 
 

 
 

 
       

 
    to 

 
          Dinner   

 
 

 
  

 
 

      
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     Table 
                 

               
 

 
 

 
          

 
 

          Tidy 
 

 
           with 

 
 

 
  

         on              Tree  
 

             
 

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

 
 

 
      

 
             

 
             

 
                    Unasked! 

 
 

 
 

 
     House      and        Yard                     Extra Cheer!!  
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ee Jan.13) 
       
 

 

    H
elp tidy house 

   and 
  fix up 
     your  
   ow

n 
         belongings. 
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BROOME  
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: olqpbroome@gmail.com
Administrator: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times: 
   Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
   Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA 
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr Ernest Kandie 
Mass times:  
 Balgo: Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
 Billiluna: Sunday 10.00am
 Mulan: Sunday 3.00pm

DAMPIER PENINSULA 
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hillary Rotich
Mass times:
 Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
       Sunday 8:00am
 Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm 
 One Arm Point: Sunday 10:30am

DERBY
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Victor Lujano
Mass times:
 Derby:  Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
     Sunday 9:00am
 Fitzroy Crossing: 6:00pm 2nd/4th  
    Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: fatherjcp@gmail.com 
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times: 
  2nd/4th/5th Sundays: 8.30am
  1st/3rd Sundays: 5.00pm 

KALUMBURU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Administrator: Rev Fr Simion Mutai 
Mass times: 
   Saturday 5:30pm Vigil 
   Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA 
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times: 
 Kununurra: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
    Sunday 8:30am
 Wyndham:  Sunday 9:00am 
 Warmun:  Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA 
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr Edward 
Khaemba CSSp 
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM
Refer Kununurra Parish

Parish/Mass 
Centres
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 † PHYLISS NINGARMARA, of Kununurra, died after a long illness on 14 September 2018.

 † RUTH NAGOMARRA from Balgo died, following an illness, on 14 September 2018.

 † TAMARA JAINE HUNTER died in Perth on 25 September 2018. 

 † CHRISTINE STURT of Billiluna died on 5 October 2018. 

 † RIMLEY MARTIN, from Mount Barnett Community, died in Broome after a long illness on 16 
October 2018. 

 † HAROLD EVANS from Wyndham died in Broome on 17 October 2018.

 † Monica Bernard, of Broome,  died in hospital after illness, on 27 October 2018.

If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org

Recently Departed

May they rest in Peace

Prayertime

The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia!
And dwelt among us, alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, 
before the face of the Lord, for He comes. 

Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, 
which we are about to receive from Thy bounty. 

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayer Before Breakfast During the 
Christmas Season

Rebecca Burton and Carlene 
Smith, from St Mary’s College in 
Broome, recently travelled to 
Melbourne to attend the 30 year 
celebration of the exchange 
between Genazzano College, 
Melbourne and St Mary’s College, 
Broome.  

The annual Kimberley Exchange 
began in 1988 and was initiated by 
Sr Rosemary Crowe FCJ and Br 
Peter Negus CFC (Principal of 
Nulungu College, Broome) and 
Brother Ian Cribb SJ (Xavier 
College). The program was created 
to heighten students’ awareness 
and appreciation of Aboriginal 
culture within Australia. Through 
the Exchange, students are given 
the opportunity to live and 
experience a very different lifestyle 
in the Kimberley.

Kimberley Exchange celebrates 30 years

Rebecca Burton and Carlene Smith with Sr Rosemary Crowe 
FCJ



Bishop Saunders was pleased to visit India in November with Fr John Bosco and 
Fr Robi Kolencherry, pictured here in Cochin, Kerala, India.
As part of the trip, Bishop Saunders was also able to meet Fr John's family who 
were unable to attend his Ordination to the Priesthood in Australia earlier in 
2018.Mr Brian Kane, fondly known as BK, who has served as 

a Catholic teacher and leader at Nulungu and St Mary’s 
College in Broome for the past 40 years retires at the 
end of 2018. BK arrived in Broome on a Greyhound bus, 
40 years ago. He was going to stay for a week and ended 
up staying 40 years. Photo: St Mary’s College Broome

At the NATSICC Assembly in Perth in October, Shirley Purdie from Warmun 
was happy to pose with Pope Francis, even if it was just a cardboard cut 
out!

Fr John Bosco recently took some time out on a 
pastoral visit to Bidyadanga to have some lessons in 
catching mud crabs!


