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Plenary Council
Listening and Dialogue
‘Landmark moment’ for Church

One of the final listening and dialogue sessions held in
Broome. Photo: Fr A Vega

The Plenary Council’s Listening and Dialogue stage is
considered a “landmark moment” for the Catholic
Church in Australia.
Plenary Council 2020 president Archbishop Timothy
Costelloe SDB expressed his gratitude for the faith,
energy and generosity of people everywhere who have
shared so honestly.
“The bishops and the Plenary Council team are deeply
grateful to all people who have participated,” he said.
“It is important to stop and acknowledge the
significant moment that this is for the entire Catholic
community. I have been very moved by the stories of
faith, hope and resilience I have heard.”
Reflecting on the almost 10 months since the
Listening and Dialogue process opened at Pentecost,
Archbishop Costelloe said it had been impossible to
predict how things would unfold.
“With no precedent for a national invitation to prayer,
dialogue and sharing of stories, there was a sense of
stepping into the unknown and being unsure of what
the experience might become,” he explained.

“What we found, though, was
an Australian community that was
enthusiastic to consider the
question: ‘What do you think God
is asking of us in Australia at this
time?’”
The second stage of the
preparation phase of Plenary
Council, which begins on June 9,
will be “Listening and
Discernment”.
“Discernment is a term that we
hear quite often these days, and
practising discernment in our
communities and in our
preparation towards the Plenary
Council will help to ensure we are
listening to God, listening to each
other and considering our path
forward as the People of God in
Australia,” Archbishop Costelloe
said.
With the Listening and
Dialogue phase now complete, the
National Centre for Pastoral
Research will continue the deep
listening process, conducting a
qualitative and quantitative
analysis of the submissions
received and, using best-practice
research methods, will identify
key themes that have emerged.
Visit the Plenary Council
website for more information
at www.plenarycouncil.
catholic.org.au
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Our Mob Playgroup Sensory Play Day

Email: kcp@broomediocese.org
SUBSCRIPTIONS

The little bubs had fun playing with blue spaghetti,
wobbly jelly of all colours, blue water, edible goop and
chocolate pudding as part of their sensory play day at the
Aboriginal Families as First Educators (AFaFE)
Playgroup at St Mary’s College in Broome recently. The
best part of the play was that they could taste as well as
feel the textures of the materials they played with.

Subscription Rate $30.00 P/A
The opinions expressed in this
publication are not necessarily
those of the Bishop of Broome
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Jazaylee and Charli having fun in the
sand.

Scarlet playing with blue water.
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Viewpoint

Finding Eternity in Hope
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears
my word and believes him who sent me
has eternal life, and does not come
under judgement, but has passed from
death to life. Jn 5:24
On March 15 2019, a mass shooting
took place killing 50 people at prayer in
two mosques in Christchurch, New
Zealand. Another 50 people were
wounded. The spectre of such a
barbarous act reverberated around the
world striking a particularly horrid note
in Australia when it was revealed that
the murderer is from this country. On
Easter Sunday, in Sri Lanka, many
Christian Churches and hotels were
bombed causing the death of more than
300 innocent people and injuring at
least 500. Two of the dead were
Australians at prayer in a Catholic
Church. Once more the international
community reeled in the face of another
terrorist slaughter.
Such heinous acts and the
overwhelming grief that arises from
them plunges us into depths of outrage
and depression. How could any human
perpetrate such wickedness against
another? How do we make sense of this
carnage and how are we to cope with
such brutality in our midst?
As the days have passed, along with
so many others around the globe, I have
continued to pray for the victims of
these hostile events, and their families. I
have continued to pray also for our
world that suffers the obscenity of
similar violence time and time again.
Where is the justice? Where is the hope?
In such a moment in history, I have

concluded, I must be forever grateful for
the faith passed on to me by my parents
and enriched by the Church to which I
belong. While this gift of faith offers me
no immediate consolation for such
violence it has nonetheless afforded me
a sense of hope and a capacity there-in
to surmount the sheer depravity that
threatens to prevail on such occasions.
When I read again recently the Gospel
account of the Passion of Christ, that we
shared on Good Friday, it occurred to
me that all the elements of these mass
killings were present too on Jesus’ way
to Calvary – the innocence of the victim,
the brutality of the murderers, the
absence of any sense of justice or mercy,
the sense of hopelessness that
abounded, the sheer immorality and
shamelessness of the violence
perpetrated.
Thanks be to God there is good news
for a sorrowing world. After the great
ugliness that defined the passion and
crucifixion of Christ came the wonderful
moment of the Resurrection. Just when
it appeared that all was lost it was then
that hope was restored. New beginnings,
new life, the gift that has arisen by
means of the resurrection of Jesus,
reveals not the savagery of human
defilement but the loving embrace of
our God who rescues us from our loss
and envelopes us in his glory. Death has
been conquered, risen from the tomb of
darkness, and no longer has power over
us. Christ, the Easter sacrament, is the
light for our world, the hope for our
future.
In times of such senseless violence,
as we have witnessed lately we must

be relentless in our quest to hold on
to hope, not just for ourselves but for
others too. Hope, the author of Hebrews
tells us (6:19), is the anchor of the soul,
which reminds us of the certainty of
God’s promise of eternal joy realised in
Jesus Christ. As Pope Francis put it:
“The holy people of God is a people that
stands up and walks with hope. And
everywhere it goes it knows that the love
of God has preceded it. There is no part
of the world that escaped the victory of
the Risen Christ, the victory of love.”
[papal audience 26/04/17]

+Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome
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Office of Justice, Ecology
and Peace

Saint News
St Yves (Ivo)
Priest and Lawyer
Born: 1253
Died: 1303
Feast Day: 19 May

Born in Brittany, St
Yves (Ivo) was sent
to Paris by his
landowning father
to receive a higher
education and at the
end of ten years he
had gained
distinctions in
philosophy, theology
and canon law, as well as civil law.
On his return to Brittany, he was appointed a
diocesan judge; first to the Bishop of Rennes
and later to Bishop of Treguier.
In this role he carried out his duties with
equity, incorruptibility and concern for the poor
and lowly.
His fame quickly spread and he became
known as the ‘poor mans advocate’. He pleaded
for the poor in other courts, going so far as to
pay their expenses and even visit them in
prisons.
His constant concern was to obtain justice
for all.
Accordingly he tried to reconcile arguing
parties and have them arrive at an amicable
agreement without incurring the costs of
unnecessary lawsuits.
In 1284 Yves became a priest and from 1287
he devoted himself to parish work but still
shared his legal knowledge with any of his
parishioners who needed it.
Yves lived simply and unassuming, by
instructing the people in both spiritual and
temporal things and preaching the Word of
God with power.
Yves died on 19 May 1303.

Catholic Education
Office
The very first Secondary Network
Meeting for the Catholic Kimberley
Schools was held recently. These
secondary teachers come from St Mary’s,
Sacred Heart, Christ the King,
Kurrurungku, Ngalangangpum, and
Luurnpa schools and worked with
consultants from both the Perth and
Broome offices to form a network to
support each other in the work they do in
our Secondary school communities.
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Briefly Speaking

Antonio Cassinelli from the
Redemptoris Mater Seminary in
Sydney has recently come to the
Diocese of Broome. Antonio, who is
originally from Rome, is currently in
his third year in the Seminary and will
be in the Diocese for twelve months
assisting in the Derby Parish. Photo: A
Rohr

Abbot John Herbert OSB, from
the Benedictine Community, New
Norcia, WA was in the Diocese of
Broome recently to facilitate the
formation days for Clergy
Principals and Pastoral Associates.
Photo: J Grimson

As is the tradition, at the dinner following the annual Chrism Mass at Our
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome, significant anniversaries and
milestones for 2019, of those working in the Diocese, were acknowledged
and celebrated. Photo: A Rohr
Tom Powell from Red Dust
Healing stopped by the
Chancery while in Broome
recently, to update Bishop
Saunders on the Red Dust
Healing Program. The
Program is supported by
Caritas Australia. Red Dust
Healing is a specific cultural
healing program written from
an Indigenous perspective. It
aims to engage Indigenous
men, women and families to
recognise and confront
problems, hurt and anger in
their lives, stemming primarily
from rejection and grief.
Photo: CAS

The University of Notre Dame Australia is pleased to
announce that Professor Francis Campbell will join the
University as Vice Chancellor commencing January
2020. Professor Campbell is currently the Vice
Chancellor at St Mary’s University, Twickenham in
London where he has achieved significant success in the
past five years. He becomes Notre Dame’s fourth Vice
Chancellor, succeeding Professor Celia Hammond.
Professor Campbell said he was excited about joining
Notre Dame: “The University of Notre Dame Australia’s
reputation among Australian universities is exemplary
and I am honoured at the opportunity.” Photo: UNDA

On Friday 12 April, Fr Hillary Rotich, from Dampier
Peninsula Parish, officially became an Australian citizen
at a ceremony held at the Shire of Broome.
Congratulations Fr Hillary. Photo: A Rohr
Fr Raymond Ugwu
CSSp was fortunate to
be in Broome to
celebrate his 45th
birthday. Happy
Birthday Fr Raymond!
Photo: Fr John Bosco
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New Kids on the Block
1.
2.

3.

In Broome is baby James with mum and friend Glenda. Photo: CAS
In Halls Creek is Selina Sturt's son Javin Sturt with Miesha Yamera and 3 week old baby Jazlyn. Javin and Miesha were
in Halls Creek visiting his family with Jazlyn. They have made their home in Noonkanbah where Miesha's family live.
Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ
Visiting the Op Shop in Halls Creek was baby Freya Cox with her mother Cynthia Cox and proud father Johnathon.
Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ

2

1

3

Kimberley Retreat Centre
Sr Theresa Morellini RSJ is an institution in the
Warmun Community. She helped establish the
first school at Warmun which opened in 1979.
Prior to the opening of the school, she conducted
the very first lessons for students under a large
tree which still stands today as a reminder.
Ngalangangpum School is currently celebrating
40 years of Catholic Education to the Warmun
Community. Photo: S Byron

At the Kimberley Retreat Centre in Warmun, Kaitlin Dunning
from NSW is currently working as a Kimberley Catholic
Volunteer. Kait is seen here assisting a little injured Red Eye
Diamond Dove found on the property suffering from heat
exhaustion. Photo: S Byron
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Project Compassion

2019

Once again, all throughout the Kimberley we have seen the
community give generously for Project Compassion. Project
Compassion, conducted during Lent, is Caritas Australia’s
annual fundraising and awareness-raising appeal, bringing
thousands of Australians together in solidarity with the
world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold
dignity.
Caritas Australia is the development arm of the Catholic
Church in the Kimberley and in Australia.
As Chairman of Caritas Australia, Bishop Saunders was
again pleased to see the Kimberley community embrace
Project Compassion. Bishop Saunders said, “It’s so important
that we remember the need of others, particularly those less
fortunate than ourselves. Giving to Caritas is a great act of
Charity as we know that the money goes to where it is needed
most, or where the needs are great. In this way we participate
as a community in a program for development and care that
benefits a large number of people for whom Project
Compassion is a life line.”

At Holy Rosary School Derby, the students talked excitedly
about Project Compassion with Bishop Saunders during a recent
visit. Photo: CAS

At St Joseph’s School in Wyndham, the school ran a Free Dress
Day to fundraise for Project Compassion.

ABOVE: The students
at Christ the King
Catholic School in
Djarindjin/Lombadina,
were excited to begin
Project Compassion.

On Palm Sunday at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in
Broome, Harry was one of the lucky winners of the Project
Compassion Raffle. His prize was presented to him by Fr Alexis
Vega (L) and Mgr Paul Boyers (R). Photo: A Rohr

During Lent, the students and staff at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic
School in Ringer Soak planned and prepared activities to
fundraise for Caritas Australia. The students bought cupcakes
and popcorn and had their faces painted before the eagerly
awaited Movie Night.

In the Parish of La Grange/Bidyadanga, Joeshaun Gibb enjoyed
his floating Crocodile at the Project Compassion Pool Party.
Photo: Fr R Ugwu CSSp
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National song contest to light up Extraordinary Missionary Month
Forget Eurovision. An international competition is challenging
young people in the Broome Diocese and around Australia
and the world to compose and perform their own songs for
the upcoming Extraordinary Missionary Month in October
2019.
The contest, which is being run globally by the Pontifical
Mission Societies, invites young people up to the age of 19 to
“sing for mission” by writing and performing an entry, with
the winning song being published on the Vatican’s
Extraordinary Missionary Month website during October.
Pope Francis called for the Extraordinary Missionary Month
in October 2017. It will coincide with the centenary of Pope
Benedict XV’s apostolic exhortation, Maximum illud, issued
following the end of the first world war.
"The Extraordinary Missionary Month is an opportunity for
everyone to do something extraordinary for mission. The
power of song is so deeply connected to our faith and mission

In Halls Creek Parish is Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ and Tasharnie.
Photo: Catholic Mission

and for our young
people in the Broome
Diocese, writing and
singing is a creative way
for any young person to
be extraordinary," says
Francis Leong, Diocesan
Director for the Perth
Archdiocese.
Songs for the competition can be written and performed by
groups or individuals, but there is a set of criteria to follow;
they must be suitable for singing by congregations or groups
and an emphasis will be placed on style and content, rather
than production value.
Most importantly, the refrain must contain the international
theme for the Extraordinary Missionary Month, ‘Baptised and
Sent’. An exploration of that theme and some lyrical
inspiration can be found on Catholic Mission’s website.
Entries can be submitted in mp3 format to the Catholic
Mission Perth office, with a winner chosen by an expert
judging panel.
"It’s a really exciting challenge for young people in the
Kimberley and around Australia, and we can’t wait to see the
variety in the entries that come back from different dioceses,"
said Mr Leong.
The last day to submit entries for the competition is Friday
July 26, 2019. The judges’ choice from Broome will progress
to the final round, with the ultimate winning song from
Australia sent to Rome to be displayed on the website with
others from around the world.
For more information on how to submit your entry,
contact Francis Leong, Diocesan Director for the Perth
Archdiocese, on 0419 958 140 or at
director.cm@perthcatholic.org.au.

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
Pope Francis writes to young people – the ‘now of the Church’
Pope Francis has urged young people to embrace their
role as the present and the future of the Catholic Church
by building relationships with their community and with
God.
The Holy Father issued the apostolic exhortation
following last year’s Synod of Bishops on Young People,
the Faith and Vocational Discernment.
The exhortation, Christus Vivit (Christ is Alive), takes
the form of a letter to young people and, through them,
to the entire People of God.
Sydney Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, a Synod
delegate and the then Bishops Delegate for Youth, said
Pope Francis “presents a vision of and for youth that is
optimistic and hopeful”.
“I am pleased that the Holy Father dedicates much of
this letter to encouraging young people to cultivate a
friendship with Jesus Christ and to invest in family life,
in building relationships within their community and to
join with others to serve the poor,” Archbishop Fisher
said.
“There are so many voices in society today promoting
individualism and independence as a means of personal
fulfilment, but this has left too many youth feeling
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increasingly isolated, even with the ease of present forms
of communication.”
Malcolm Hart, director of the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference’s Office for Youth, said it will take
time to reflect upon the 68-page document, but some
early messages speak loudly.
“Christus Vivit acknowledges many of the challenges
facing the young, including how older people sometimes
dismiss them, but also the gifts and energy they bring to
our world,” said Mr Hart, who also serves as a consultor
to the Vatican Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life.
“Pope Francis calls the Church to become young again
and embrace the opportunities presented by young
people."
“Christus Vivit highlights the need to
accompany young people so they can
answer the call to lead the Church in
new ways, as did Mary and many other
saints like St Francis of Assisi.”
Christus Vivit can be downloaded
from the ACBC website:
www.catholic.org.au

Kimberley Stolen
Generation
Fremantle Dockers visit KSGAC

Fremantle Dockers players visited KSGAC Staff and members in Broome.

On a recent visit to Broome, the Kimberley Stolen Generation Aboriginal
Corporation staff, members and their families met with the Fremantle
Dockers Indigenous and Multicultural Liaison Officer Michael Johnson
and Multicultural Liaison Officer Graham Mills.
The Fremantle Dockers Club maintains a strong relationship with the
KSGAC and helps to promote awareness of the Kimberley Stolen
Generation people as a National Sorry Day flower is often worn on the
team’s guernsey. Mid-year during the Indigenous round the KSGAC’s
National Sorry Day flower will be prominently displayed on the front of
the guernsey.
KSGAC Chairperson Mark Bin Bakar said the Clubs’ relationship with
members means a lot to those effected. “The relationship breaks through
age, race and other barriers and promotes strengths as Australians come
together as a whole community. The visit by the Fremantle Dockers was
well received and meant a lot to our members and their families. Part of
healing is about support, forming and maintaining friendships and the
Fremantle Dockers demonstrate that.”

Yesteryear:

Images From Our Past

Sr Josephine Montero OSB receiving supplies by helicopter in the
remote northern community of Kalumburu. Circa 1970.
Photo: Fr Thomas Gill Museum Collection, Kalumburu Mission

Vatican Dossier
Pope
Recalls
Opposing
Views: to
Condemn
or Save
Pope Francis
painted a picture of
the scene from the
eighth chapter of
the Gospel of John –
the woman caught
in adultery – and
how it represents the conflict between legalism
and mercy.
The Holy Father described how the woman’s
offence quickly drew out two opposite attitudes.
On the one hand, the Scribes and Pharisees were
ready to enforce the law of Moses and stone her.
On the other hand, Jesus presented a merciful
approach.
In the scene, “are two opposite attitudes: that
of the Scribes and Pharisees on one hand, and
that of Jesus on the other; the former want to
condemn the woman because they consider
themselves guardians of the Law and of its
faithful application,” Pope Francis explained.
“Instead, Jesus wants to save her, because He
personifies the mercy of God who, by forgiving,
redeems and by reconciling, renews.
“Jesus’ interlocutors are closed in narrow
legalism and want to lock the Son of God in their
perspective of judgment and condemnation.
However, He did not come into the world to
judge and condemn, but rather to save and offer
people a new life. And how does Jesus react in
the face of this test? First of all, He remains silent
for a bit, and He bends down and writes with His
finger on the ground as if to remind that God is
the only Lawmaker and Judge, who wrote the Law
on stone.”
Of course, Jesus makes the famous request
that those who are without sin should throw the
first stone…and slowly the crowd melts away,
leaving just the woman and Jesus. He offers here
forgiveness and mercy. And he invites her to sin
no more.
“It’s an invitation that applies to each one of
us: when Jesus forgives us He always opens a
new way for us to go forward,” Francis concluded.
“…we are called to acknowledge ourselves sinners
and to ask for God’s forgiveness. And forgiveness,
in turn, while reconciling us and giving us peace,
makes us begin again a renewed history. Every
true conversion reaches out to a new future, to a
new life, a beautiful life, a life free of sin, a
generous life. Let us not be afraid to ask Jesus for
forgiveness because He opens the door for us to
this new life.”
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Kimberley Wild
Yellow clawed Fiddler Crab
Uca perplexa
The yellow clawed Fiddler Crab (Uca perplexa) is just one
of approximately 100 species of fiddler crab. Uca
perplexa is usually found on sandy substrates near river
mouths or on sheltered beaches in the mid-intertidal
zone, usually near mangroves. It is found from the
Ryukyu Islands, Japan to India, throughout the Malay
Archipelago, along eastern Australian coasts from
Queensland to New South Wales, and in various Pacific
islands, including Fiji, Tonga and Vanuatu, and of course
in Broome you might spot one in the Mangroves of
Roebuck Bay.
Fiddler crabs communicate by a sequence of waves
and gestures and as in other fiddler crabs, the male has a
greatly enlarged claw, which is used for signalling. The
higher the claw is waved by the male, the greater his
chance of attracting a female.
Like all crabs, fiddler crabs shed their shells as they
grow. If they have lost legs or claws during their present
growth cycle, a new one will be present when they molt.

Brian Kane

If the large fiddle claw is lost, males will develop one on
the opposite side after their next molt. Newly molted
crabs are very vulnerable because of their soft shells.
They are reclusive and hide until the new shell hardens.
To eat, the crab's smaller claw picks up a chunk of
sediment from the ground and brings it to the mouth,
where its contents are sifted through. After anything
edible is salvaged, be it algae, microbes, fungus, or other
decaying detritus, the sediment is replaced in the form of
a little ball. The presence of these sediment balls near the
entrance to a burrow is a good indication of its
occupation.

Kimberley Kitchen
Herbed Chicken Pie
In early April, Janice Grimson, from NSW, returned to
the Chancery to fill in as Bishop Saunders’ Secretary.
Janice claims cooking is certainly not her comfort
zone. However Janice said, “I have made this pie many
times for family and friends and it never fails to
impress. It is simple to make and is so very tasty.”
Preparation time: 15 minutes
Cooking time: 45 minutes
Serves 4
Ingredients:
2 sheets ready-rolled frozen puff pastry, thawed
Beaten egg for glazing
Filling:

Directions:
1. To prepare filling: melt butter in a saucepan over

medium heat. Add flour, thyme, garlic, parsley and
seasonings. Cook 1-2 minutes.
2. Off the heat gradually add in milk. Stir
continuously over medium heat until sauce thickens
and begins to boil. Reduce heat. Add wine, cream,
vegetables and chicken. Simmer gently for 5 minutes.
Allow to cool.
3. Line a 20cm pie plate with one sheet of pastry.
Pour in chicken filling. Moisten edges of pastry with
water. Top with remaining pastry sheet. Trim edges
with a sharp knife. Brush with egg glaze and pierce
with a fork to allow steam to escape. Bake in a hot
oven 200C (400F) for 30-35 minutes or until golden
brown.

60g butter
2 tablespoons plain flour
2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh thyme
1 clove garlic, crushed
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
Salt and pepper to taste
1 cup milk (250ml)
½ cup dry white wine (125ml)
½ cup cream (125ml)
100-150g assorted strips of vegetables (eg carrots,
celery, zucchini, shallots)
500g chicken, cooked and chopped

A Rohr
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Superannuation
Money for your

future

Catholic Super
Superannuation is a pool of your money that exists to provide
a more comfortable future for you and your family.
The balance may start small, but the aim is for it to grow as
you continue to work. That money is invested to help the
balance grow even faster! It can be invested in many different
things, like shares or property.
Your super can also be invested in ways that support socially
and environmentally responsible causes, like renewable
energy. This helps you grow your balance while making the
world a better place.
What should you look for in a superannuation fund?

Responsible fees – Charges reasonable fees to help keep your
money in your account, working for you.
Insurance coverage – Provides the type of coverage that
would protect you or your family if you’re unable to work.
Returns – Find a fund that provides the kind of investments
that you want. Strong performance is also important. However,
remember that past performance is not a guarantee of future
returns.

If your question is a little more complicated, like about
investing or insurance, we can connect you with a financial
adviser who can provide our members with personalised
recommendations at no additional cost.
Financial advice can be handy because it helps you make
the most of your money. Not sure if it’s right for you? Let’s
have a chat and find out.
You can call us on 1300 658 776 or contact us anytime
at catholicsuper.com.au.

When can I access my super?

Super exists to provide for your future, so there are rules
around when you’re allowed to access it. In most cases, you’re
allowed to access it from age 57.
Some circumstances allow you to access it earlier, like
having a financial hardship or significant illness. If you want
to know more, it is best to speak with either a financial adviser
or your fund directly.
Getting help managing your account

There are a lot of rules about super; it can get very confusing
knowing if you’re doing the right thing for your future.
Our goal is to make understanding your super as easy as
possible.
If you have any questions about your super or future, give
us a call and we’ll get you sorted.
In many cases, we can provide you with general advice at no
additional cost.

The Long Dry Wet
Season: Halls Creek
While it’s been a dry wet season it's
worth a drive to check out the bigger
rivers in case a rain cell fed it during the
week. This group was hopeful as they set
out to catch a meal of fish and, if not, at
least to enjoy a drive out of the town to
sit quietly fishing by a few larger pools of
water just in case there's a fish for the
eating. While disappointed the river
wasn't flowing there were smiles all
round at the pleasure of walking the
sandy river bed, listening to the birds
and checking out the colours of the
sunset.

From left is Cedric Leahy, Dudley Brockman, Agnes LaLa, Eileen Sturt, Thomas
Seela, Anna Judrill and Erica Matthews. Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ
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At Birlirr Ngawiywu Catholic School in Ringer Soak, Darius Cox
enjoyed celebrating Shrove Tuesday with the traditional
pancake making.

Fr John Bosco celebrated Mass on Ash Wednesday at Christ the King
Church in Lombadina, Dampier Peninsula Parish.

Bishop Saunders received the Oil of the Sick at the Chrism Mass in
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome, leading up to the
Easter celebrations. Photo: A Rohr
The Easter Vigil at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome
began with the Service of the Light, around the fire. Photo: A Rohr
John Ladera from the
Cathedral Parish in
Broome decided to
try something
different with palm
weaving this year.
After a search of You
Tube, John made
these amazing palm
crosses. If you’re in
Broome next year for
the annual palm
weaving, you might
be lucky to have John
show you how to
make one.

Celebrating Palm Sunday Mass at Our Lady
of the Assumption Church in Kalumburu was
Theresa Bin Sali. Photo: A Rohr
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At St Theresa’s Church in Balgo, Fr Martin Netia, Assistant Priest,
helped by Magda Lee, washes the feet of Angela Lee on Holy
Thursday night.

Registered nurse at Aged Care Halls Creek, John Opene
receives the compassionate service of the washing of
the feet by the Parish Priest, Fr John Purnell, as part of
the ritual of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper in St Mary’s
Church Halls Creek. Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ

Adoration at the Altar of Repose on Holy Thursday evening at Our
Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome. Photo: J Grimson

Venerating the Cross on Good Friday at Our Lady Queen of Peace
Cathedral in Broome was Mgr Paul Boyers, Administrator of the
Cathedral Parish. Photo: A Rohr

At the Holy Place in Warmun, on Easter Sunday, elders blessed Fr James
Maina and Fr Joel Nyongesa and the community.

On Easter Sunday at St John the Baptist Church in La
Grange/Bidyadanga, four young people received the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion from Fr Raymond
Ugwu CSSp.
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Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre Broome

The Kimberley Bookshop: An Unusual Chapter
In the 1980s significant changes took place in Australia,
some of which affected the SSJG and their ministry to the
people of the Kimberley. Government funding was
making it possible to employ lay staff in schools and
secondary education was more available. Flow on effects
of the 1967 referendum were providing new opportunities
for Aboriginal people to set up their own organisations.
Community services such as the Broome Aboriginal
Medical Service (BRAMS) began. Missions were closing
and restructuring into locally run communities with a
Parish Church organisation.
Vatican Two Council decisions allowed for less rigidity
and more community involvement in religious life and
this affected the SSJG greatly. The Sisters found
themselves with very few young recruits and so they could
no longer maintain ministries they had held for many
years. In December 1977 they withdrew from St Mary’s
School, in 1978 from Infant Health in Broome and the
Derby Leprosarium was preparing for 1986 closure. The
scene was set for the Sisters to consider new ways of
contributing to the community of Broome.

take on this new ministry. Fr Michael McMahon wrote a letter
of support to the Provincial Leader in Subiaco. He pointed out
that the bookshop carried out a great service which was in
danger of being discontinued. It would give a practical
apostolate to the Sisters.
Considerable dialogue took place among the Sisters before
the decision was made to sign a purchase agreement with the
Uniting Church. In 1981 they took over the business name and
stock.

A new venture for SSJG
The Sisters have undertaken many different ministries in the
Kimberley in response to needs but this was an unusual
chapter in their life — owning and running a bookshop.
The bookshop was set up in the Old Convent, in the former
Community Room and Chapel. Using this space still allowed
BRAMS to continue in another section of the building.
We started off with the stock from the Uniting Church but
then expanded the religious section greatly and added some
stationery and lego. We set up the books in the Community
Room, and the stationery, religious items and lego in the
Chapel which was very large. … We had no obligation to make
a profit. We wanted to get good books circulating in the town.
Then later on it was to help create some employment in town.
It’s only the grace of God that we didn’t get into debt!!
After three years in the Convent, it became obvious that the
location was in the ‘back blocks’. When Bill Reed told Sr
Philomena that Tang Wey’s premises in Carnarvon Street were
available for lease, the Sisters decided to relocate, even though
it meant the takings would have to cover rent for the property.

The original bookshop at Uniting Church manse (during
renovations).

The Kimberley Bookshop for Sale
The Kimberley Bookshop was registered as a business on
21 December 1979. Founded by the Uniting Church it
was run from the verandah of the Manse in Anne Street.
The Sisters were regular supporters of this venture. It
provided a range of cards for special occasions, some
religious items, children’s toys and most importantly a
variety of reading materials. In that decade there was
limited access to such materials in Broome. When the
Uniting Church decided they could no longer maintain
the bookshop business it was logical for them to offer the
business for sale to the SSJG.
This was a challenge. The Sisters had never been
involved in a business venture before, having spent their
energies in education, health and social work in the town.
After consideration of the value of a bookshop to the
people of Broome, several of the Sisters volunteered to
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Carnarvon Street premises

Chinatown
For the opening in Chinatown large bright signs were erected
on the front of the shop and an airconditioner was installed.
Reading material remained the central component but in
reality brought in little money and so while a wider range of
stock was needed there was not enough space to expand.

The Carnarvon St premises were proving very cramped and
then Bill Reed told me about three new shops in Dampier
Terrace for lease. This move gave us more space and we
extended into art supplies of which we sold a lot. I think we
were the first art suppliers in Broome in a commercial sense.
Over the years, a number of local people were involved in
the bookshop. Some worked as volunteers, others were
employed. Younger ones helped, gaining work experience.

Sisters Exit the Ministry
By 1990 other businesses in the town had opened providing
stationery and art supplies and the Sisters thought it was time
for them to move out of this ministry. Keen to retain the
original service of providing books for the community, they
offered Wendy Albert the option of buying the business name
and stock. She had worked in the bookshop as a volunteer as
well as a paid casual employee and was pleased to take on
ownershp. By the end of the year Wendy had moved the stock
and fittings and set up in a new location in Napier Terrace.
Dampier Terrace premises
Today the Kimberley Bookshop continues to provide a
community service where a professional range of books can
be found.
The bookshop proved an excellent and successful ministry
over the nine years it was owned and managed by the Sisters
of St John of God.
REFERENCES
Sr Philomena’s Memoirs, SSJG Archives

Volunteer at work

Initially set up in the Old Convent

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE MAY 2019 15

Tracing a Japanese Great Grandfather
Courtesy Sisters of St John of God Heritage Centre
Tsukasa Tanabe from Ehime Prefecture in Japan was visiting
Broome seeking to connect and understand how life was for
his great grandfather Y. Yamasaki who came to Broome in the
late 1890s.
By chance Tsukasa met Cauline at the Japanese Cemetery.
She took him to the Broome Cemetery to see the memorial
erected by the Japanese people of Broome for Sr Immaculate
Leahy who died nursing at the Japanese Hospital in January
1912. It is highly likely that Tsukasa’s grandfather, as a leading
merchant, contributed to the memorial.
Cauline brought Tsukasa to the Relationships Exhibition
where he met Pearl. Both Cauline and Pearl are volunteers at
the Exhibition and both have Japanese links in their family
history. They were able to show him some of the many
Japanese photographs in the Exhibition. They shared stories of
the important social role played by the Japanese in the
pearling industry, the social and economic life of Broome, and
the relationship the Sisters of St John of God had with the
Japanese people of Broome.
Yamasaki became a highly skilled head diver working on
pearl luggers. However he didn’t restrict his efforts to diving
and in 1903 he bought land and established the Yamasaki
Emporium in Carnarvon Street (where Sun Pictures now
stands). He sold imported Japanese foodstuffs, clothing and
other household goods to the Broome Community. The store
was closed in 1912 and in 1913 the site was sold to Ted Hunter
who undertook extensive renovations and in 1916 opened Sun
Pictures which is still in operation today.
When Yamasaki and his wife Sumo left Broome they lived
in Singapore for about ten years before returning to Japan.

Cauline Masuda and Pearl Hamaguchi, with Tsukasa in the
Relationships Exhibition. Photo: SSJG Heritage Centre

At the Japanese Cemetery in
Broome, this memorial was
erected by the Japanese people
of Broome for Sr Immaculate
Leahy who died nursing at the
Japanese Hospital in January
1912.
Photo: SSJG Heritage Centre

Yamasaki was one of the founders of the Broome Japanese Society and is recorded as being a
merchant, storekeeper and publisher of picture postcards

WANTED: Volunteer Workers KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping,
transport and grounds maintenance.
In return for being part of the team we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered.
For further details and an application form
please contact the co-ordinator:
Phone: 08 9192 1060
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725
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Eulogy
Ernest Sarah
Born: 14 August 1930
Entered Eternal Life: 23 January 2019

Ernie was born on 14 August 1932 at Moola Bulla Station to
Sarah Nellie. Ernie was the youngest sibling of Nora Peris
(Dec'd).
Ernie grew up in Moola Bulla and Halls Creek from birth
to when he was 6 years old. This was a time when children
were being removed from their mothers and taken to
missions and orphanages, Ernie was part of what is known
today as the Stolen Generation. He was removed from his
mother’s care at the age of 6. He and a few others were taken
from Moola Bulla on trucks to the Beagle Bay Mission. Once
they arrived in Beagle Bay they were sorted and placed in the
care of the Brothers and Sisters who worked there. This is
where he attended school and was taught a trade.
Over the years he wasn’t allowed to go back to his country
and stayed in Beagle Bay. He missed his mother and family
but eventually he got used to it. After his first few weeks in
Beagle Bay they went on a little holiday with the rest of the
kids. They went fishing and camping around Beagle Bay. He
never knew about fishing till he got to Beagle Bay.
When he got older after school he would go and work at the
Blacksmith shop doing plumbing, making buckets and all
sorts of things. Ernie would also go and work on the farm. He
got taught a lot of trades like cementing and bricklaying.
When Ernie left school at the age of 14 he went straight
into the work force. He stayed in Beagle Bay for a few more
months then went and worked in Broome. He got a job in
Broome at the baker shop. After working at the baker shop he
went and worked on a station. When he was about 18 he went
back to Moola Bulla to try and find his family but no one was
there. His sister moved away to Darwin and his mother and
grandmother were gone. He then went to Noonkanbah for
work.
He left Noonkanbah and returned back to Beagle Bay. In
1958 he married his wife Patricia Sarah (Dec'd) at the Sacred
Heart Church in Beagle Bay. After his wedding they spent two
weeks in Pender Bay for their honeymoon. Father Raible who
was working in Beagle Bay, asked Ernie and Patricia if they
could go and work in La Grange. They stayed and worked in
La Grange for 4 years. During that time Ernie and Patricia
welcomed their first child a son they named William followed
by Josephine and Clare. On a trip into Broome a Nun
informed Ernie that his mother had passed away.
Ernie then moved his family back to Beagle Bay for a while.
They added Bernadette, Ernest Jnr, Eugene and Joseph to
their family.
In 1970 they moved their family to Derby where they set up
their lives. He started work in the 70’s - 80’s with the Derby
Water Authority. While living in Derby they welcomed their
last daughter Theresa. They also looked after many other kids
throughout the years.
In 1980 Ernie then purchased a house that made Derby his
home. In the late 80’s early 90’s Ernie then started working at
Holy Rosary School as the gardener and bus driver. All his
past students still remember him as the Bus Driver.
Ernie didn’t know his father until his half-sisters found out

about him and wanted to meet him. He met his sisters and
brother from his father’s side but never got to meet his father
as he had already passed away.
After retiring from working Ernie was given a piece of land
near Beagle Bay. He then moved out there and built a house
with the help of his sons and grandsons. He called that place
Nillygan. With his ever growing family and all the
grandchildren it was a popular spot for the school holidays.
He would often drive to Derby to pick up his wife and
families who would like to go out there. With him living in
Nillygan and Patricia living in Derby every July holidays he
would pack the car up with his grandsons and sons and take
them to Derby for the annual Boab Festival.
Ernie loved his Christmas holiday time when he, his wife
and other family members would go away to the big cities for
Christmas. It used to be Darwin or Perth.
Then in 2009 Ernie lost his wife. He was shattered but
kept it together for the rest of the family.
He was part of the Stolen Generation organisation and part
of the group who helped pick the flower that is now an
emblem for the Stolen Generation. And also the flower that
the Fremantle Dockers have on their Indigenous jumpers.
He was there to witness the Apology in Canberra by the
Prime Minister at the time, the Hon Kevin Rudd, along with
other Kimberley Stolen Generation members and also
attended many of the Indigenous round AFL games in
Melbourne and was a part of the guard of honour for the
Dockers. The Fremantle Dockers were his favourite AFL team
and he was so happy when they asked KSGAC if they could
use the SG Flower on their jumpers, a flower that he was part
of choosing.
Ernie will be dearly missed by his 8 children, 13
grandchildren, 15 great grandchildren and those who knew
him. We will always remember what a kind and beautiful
man he was.
May he rest in peace.
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Parish News
BROOME

As preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the Cathedral Parish
in Broome, Mgr Paul Boyers, with the support of Fr Alexis Vega and Jo
Bell, held a Reconciliation Retreat at the Sisters of St John of God Heritage
Centre in Broome.

Macie Marie Yu was recently baptised in Our Lady Queen
of Peace Cathedral by Mgr Paul Boyers. Macie is seen here
with her proud parents Keifer and Sophie, and Godparents
Lincoln Hands and Emma Sibosado. Photo: D Kelly

HALLS CREEK

Enjoying morning tea after Mass at St Mary’s
Church in Halls Creek were Clare Gordon,
Parish Priest Fr John Purnell, Roderick Sturt,
Florence Long and Lena Judrill with Kadence
Chungera seated in the middle. Photo: Sr A
Cabassi RSJ

BALGO

LIFE - It is sacred

In the Parish of Balgo the church elders painted an Easter painting for
the Church. Photo: Fr E Kandie
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Unborn baby. 19 weeks.

Parish News
LA GRANGE/BIDYADANGA
At the conclusion of Traditional lore activities
in Bidyadanga recently were, from left, Denzel
Hunter, Hasahn Badale, Fr Raymond Ugwu
CSSp, Tyreece Balbal and Brayden Thomas.
Photo: B Marchant

DERBY
Bishop Saunders caught up with the Milgin mob on a
recent visit to Jarlmadangah. Lesley-Ann and Rowan with
kids, from left, Mickaylen, Viola and Rowena. Photo: CAS
Sonia Lozada (first from left), the Assumption Sisters and Rosie Munro
enjoying a cool evening walk at Jabulu Beach in Bidyadanga.

KUNUNURRA

On 28 March 2019, at St Vincent Pallotti Church, three of the Year 4
students from St Josephs School in Kununurra received the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time. Fr Joel Nyongesa, Parish Priest, helps Bella,
Nelly and Charlotte cut the cake while Giovanni looks on. Photo: T Hogan
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School News
BEAGLE BAY

GIBB RIVER

Aboriginal Teacher Assistant Amber Hudson, of Sacred Heart School Beagle
Bay, painted an image of Mary which will be displayed in the undercover area
where the school gathers to pray the Angelus daily.

Checking out the great work being done by the students
at Wanalirri Catholic School In Gibb River is Jo Harris
(Catholic Education Office Broome), student Paulina and
Principal Kerry Dermietzel. Photo: C Rhatigan

RED HILL

RINGER SOAK

In preparation for Holy Week, Warlawurru Catholic School
in Red Hill held an assembly. Year 5 and 6 presented a
liturgical dance to Gentle Woman. Pictured is Freddie
Hawke and George Jugarie rehearsing for the dance.

At Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in Ringer Soak, as part of the
curriculum, the students learn Jaru from Aboriginal Teacher Assistants. The
Seniors class has been creating artworks using their skin names. They are
planning to have them on show for NAIDOC Week.
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School News
BROOME

The West Kimberley Academy recently held a
football event at St Mary’s College in Broome.
Clontarf Academy teams from throughout the
Kimberley, including Broome, competed for the
annual Kimberley Clontarf Shield.

At St Mary’s College in Broome, Year
7 students Jomarc Condiman and
Tyler Nunn voluntarily cleaned up the
Reflection Pond area.

LOMBADINA

At Christ the King Catholic School in
Djarindjin/Lombadina, I’rah Barney
from the Year 1/2 Class shows off
her building blocks.
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K
I

D
S’

KORNER

With your HAPPIEST COLOUR shade in each
shape with a dot inside.
What have you found? ________
What did Jesus say about it?
Think about that as you brightly
colour the rest of the shapes with
different colours.

LOVE on SOCIAL MEDIA
How do you speak to your
friends or family on
Instagram, Facebook, or WhatsApp?
How do you answer? Are you always polite?
Does your voice sound kind?
Or do you sometimes snap back, make hurtful
comments, yell
at the person?
IT IS NOT ALWAYS
EASY TO LOVE!
IT CAN BE
VERY HARD!
Think back to a time
when you did not
act like Jesus would, and you hurt someone!
1. What did you say or do?
……………………………….……………………

Open your Bible at today’s Gospel
John 13: 31-35,
Read the passage to find the number of times
that word is there, or another word like it.

…………………………………………………….



In the Gospel, find where Jesus
said: “As I have loved you ….”.
Jesus asks that you love
others … like … he does!
How did Jesus love?

2. Next time, what might you do or say to show
that you love Jesus very much?
…………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………….
My Love Letter

Open your Bible at any one of the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John.
Turn the pages until your find a story of Jesus
loving a person, or the people.
Find 3 things Jesus did that you might do.
(Example: Jesus visits Mary and Martha.)

Dear Jesus,
………………………………………

1. .......................................................................

………………………………………

…………………………………….
…………………………………….

…………………………………………………...
2. …………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………...
3. …………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………...

…………………………………….

……………………………………….
……………………………………….
.……………………………
Signed: …………………….

(See Questions 1, 2, and 3)

Write a
Love Letter
to
Jesus
------1. Thank
Jesus for his
love for you.
2. Tell him
how much
you love him.
3. Ask Jesus
to help you
love him like
he loves you.
4. Say how
you will show
his special
love during
this week.

What was the GREATEST thing that Jesus did to show you
he loves you T-H-I-S M-U-C-H? ……………......
……………………………………………………....
What is the hardest thing you can do to show Jesus
you love him T-H-I-S M-U-C-H? ……………….
V
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Prayertime

Parish/Mass
Centres
Prayer for Families

God our Father
You are Love and Life.
Be with us as we pray for all families.
Guide and protect all families so that, together, we may be a
true shrine of your life and love.
Direct our thoughts and actions so that we may be both a
sign and active presence of your love to all families.
Bless and strengthen our families so that our children and
youth may experience the gift of dignity and so grow strong
in love and truth.
Let our home be a place of welcome, forgiveness, love and
acceptance.
We humbly ask that you strengthen our Sacrament of
Marriage and our bonds of family. Grant us the grace,
courage and strength to face our trials and weaknesses, and
a sense of awe, and thankfulness during our times of joy.
We offer our prayer with and through the Holy Family of
Nazareth. Help us be the greatest most visible signs of
evangelisation in our Church.
We ask this of You who are Life, Truth and Love with the Son
and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Cf John Paul II, L’Osservatore Romano, 5 -25-80,19
Australian Catholic Marriage and Family Council

BROOME

Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: olqpbroome@gmail.com
Administrator: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times:
			 Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
			 Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA

Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr Ernest Kandie
Mass times:
Balgo: Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
Billiluna: Sunday 10.00am
Mulan: Sunday 3.00pm

DAMPIER PENINSULA

Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hillary Rotich
Mass times:
Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8:00am
Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm
One Arm Point: Sunday 10:30am

DERBY

Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Victor Lujano
Mass times:
Derby: Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
			
Sunday 9:00am
Fitzroy Crossing: 6:00pm 2nd/4th
				 Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK

Recently Departed
			

†† GLENYS MARALTIDJ, of Kalumburu, died after a long illness, on 3 March 2019.
†† DOREEN UNGHANGO, of Kalumburu, died in Kununurra Hospital following a long illness,
on 16 March 19.

Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: fatherjcp@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times:
		 2nd/4th/5th Sundays: 8.30am
		 1st/3rd Sundays: 5.00pm

KALUMBURU

†† RAYMOND MASATORA from Broome died suddenly on Sunday 24 March 2019.

Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Administrator: Rev Fr Simion Mutai
Mass times:
			Saturday 5:30pm Vigil
			Sunday 7:00am

†† STELLA GUMPOLTSBERGER JEAN, from Kununurra, died after a long illness on 28 March

KUNUNURRA

†† MARY HOSE, of Geelong, Victoria, died suddenly on 20 March 2019. Mary and her
husband Jack had previously volunteered in Kalumburu and Warmun.

2019.

†† CATHLEEN PADOON from Balgo died on 7 April 2019.
†† ROY COX from Broome, died in Royal Perth Hospital, on 9 April 2019.
†† MARGARET MANDIGALI, also known as Joan, from Balgo died tragically on 11 April 2019.
†† DELENA HECTOR died in Balgo on Monday 15 April 2019.
†† ROSIE SPENCER, of La Grange/Bidyadanga, died at Germanus Kent Hostel, Broome on

Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times:
Kununurra: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
				
Sunday 8:30am
Wyndham: Sunday 9:00am
Warmun: Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA

17 April 2019.

May they rest in Peace
If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org
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Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr Raymond Ugwu
CSSp
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM

Refer Kununurra Parish

Bishop Saunders and the Priests of the Diocese celebrated the Chrism Mass
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in Broome in the lead up to the Easter
celebrations. Photo: A Rohr

During a recent visit to Holy Rosary School in Derby,
Bishop Saunders saw the Kindy class imagination at work,
dressed as a policeman or puppy dog, these children
know how to have fun in school, with Assistant Principal
Melanie Dusterhoft. Photo: CAS

On Good Friday the Combinded Christian Churches Stations of the
Cross were held at the Broome Courthouse gardens. Photo: J Grimson
Wet season and ducks go together to make a season of plenty
in the Kimberley for these two hunters, Scoot Williams and
Isaac Milgin. And their families will eat well tonight. Photo: CAS

