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Peace to this house and all who 
dwell within

Luke 10:1-12

Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has 
welcomed Pope Francis’ new document on the 
investigation and reporting of abuse within Church 
settings, which enshrines some measures long in 
place in Australia but also makes new provisions that 
will give greater impetus to the Church’s 
safeguarding efforts in this country.

New laws further sign that abuse 
prevention is Church priority

Broome remembers National Sorry Day

Media Release, May 10, 2019

Commemorating National Sorry Day in 
Broome was, from left, Lena Cox, Mary and 

John Ross, Evelyn McCarron, John Cooper, 
Daisy Howard, Sam Lovell and Fay Wade.

Pope Francis prays in front of a candle in memory of victims of sexual abuse as he visits St Mary's 
Pro-Cathedral in Dublin on 25 August, 2018. Photo: The Record/CNS /Paul Haring.

Conference president Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge, who represented 
the Australian bishops at the 
meeting of leaders of episcopal 
conferences at the Vatican in 
February, said the publication of Vos 
Estis Lux Mundi (You are the Light 
of the World) is the latest concrete 
outcome following that 
unprecedented gathering.

“The release of this document 
less than three months after the 
meeting shows that, for Pope 
Francis, the updating of universal 
Church law on the investigation and 
reporting of abuse against children 
and other vulnerable people is a real 
priority,” Archbishop Coleridge said.

“It’s a priority the Australian 
bishops share. Now all bishops 
conferences and religious 
congregations around the world will 
have to meet more rigorous 
standards. That’s a good thing.”

For National Sorry Day 26 May 
commemorative activities succeeded in 
uniting the community as the Kimberley 
Stolen Generation Aboriginal Corporation 
(KSGAC) held a number of events promoting 
awareness throughout the Broome 
community. 

Kimberley people travelled to Broome for 
the Official Sorry Day event and KSGAC 
Chairperson Dr Mark Bin Bakar said the event 
gave many different people an opening to 
come together as one, “This event is to 
recognise Stolen Generation people past and 
present and to commemorate the 26th of May, 
Sorry Day, and the anniversary of the Bringing 
Them Home Report of which many of our 
Kimberley Stolen Generation members 

contributed to.”
Dr Bin Bakar said, “It is important that we 

continue to recognise the failed system that 
caused trauma not only for the stolen 
generation members but also their 
consecutive descendants, this is a policy that 
affected all Indigenous people.”

During the event musicians Sam Lovell 
(86), Ginger Cox, Steve Pigram, Lorrae Coffin 
and Eloy Cardenas entertained.

The First Generation of Stolen Generation 
Aboriginal people was clearly pleased with the 
turn-out. KSGAC Member John Cooper said it 
was a very significant night. “It means a lot to 
us as we can see all of the efforts made and 
the people who came to be with us.”
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Viewpoint

It is inspiring to see so many occasions 
on the Australian calendar set aside to 
recognise, in one way or another, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. Reconciliation Week, Sorry Day 
and NAIDOC Week are prominent 
moments that Australia as a people 
happily celebrate in a most inclusive 
manner acknowledging the original 
peoples as having a rightful place in the 
business of the nation as it is today.

However, there is quite some tension 
these days surrounding the choice of 
Australia Day on January 26 as a 
national day. For some Aboriginal 
people it is not an appropriate day to 
celebrate a nation, all peoples in the 
country, in unity. For them it 
commemorates the day that the First 
Fleet landed in Port Jackson bringing 
settlers, convicts, tradesmen, 
bureaucrats and military all under the 
protection of the British flag. They came 
there uninvited, doubtlessly as invaders 
without any thought of those already 
present in the land.

Rather than celebrate a day that 
realistically and symbolically was an end 
of a way of life for the Indigenous 
people of this country, it would be far 
better if we enshrined in our history a 
date that united us as a people, 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal alike, 
rather than something that sharply 
divides us. Such a date should not 

emanate from our colonial past but 
rather it would need to be a carefully 
chosen date that is reminiscent of a 
nation that is now “young and free”, a 
notion so clearly espoused in the words 
of our national anthem.  

I would be the first to suggest that 
this selection of a date would need to be 
made by a broad-based group. However, 
just to hazard a guess at an erstwhile 
date, I put forward the historic moment 
when the Parliament of the newly 
formed Commonwealth of Australia 
first met - 1 May. It’s worth considering. 

So much in this nation of ours divides 
us: The euthanasia debate, same sex 
marriage, the protection of religious 
rights, gender compilations, boat people, 
abortion, the adoption of children by gay 
couples, to name but a few. It would be 
useful to find a date that unites us and 
truly gives us something to celebrate 
together as one country.  

Speaking of days important to 
Aboriginal Australia, there is one day 
that for Aboriginal Catholics focuses on 
the religious dimension of celebration, 
uniting Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
alike. The First Sunday of July is 
Aboriginal Sunday. This is an important 
day in the calendar of our church. It not 
only remembers the original peoples of 
this land and gives honour to them but 
it reminds the entire Commonwealth of 
Australia of the diversity that constitutes 

this young and free nation. By 
remembering the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples in our Liturgy we 
demonstrate our belief in the need for 
national reconciliation in order to set 
right the wrongs of the past. Similarly, 
in the profound prayers we share on 
Aboriginal Sunday, we highlight at once 
our hope for the future that the peace 
and unity we long for might be realised 
in our land.

+Christopher Saunders
Bishop of Broome

Celebrate all people
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St Kateri 
Tekakwitha is the 
first Native 
American to be 
recognised as a 
saint by the 
Catholic Church. 
She was born in 
1656, in the 
Mohawk village of 
Ossernenon. Her 
mother was an 
Algonquin, who 
was captured by 
the Mohawks and took a Mohawk chief for her 
husband.

Kateri contracted smallpox as a four-year-old 
child which scarred her skin. The scars were a 
source of humiliation in her youth and she was 
usually seen wearing a blanket to hide her face. 
Worse, her entire family died during the 
outbreak. Kateri Tekakwitha was subsequently 
raised by her uncle, who was the chief of a 
Mohawk clan.

Kateri was known as a skilled worker, who 
was diligent and patient. However, she refused 
to marry. When her adoptive parents proposed a 
suitor to her, she refused to entertain the 
proposal. They punished her by giving her more 
work to do, but she did not give in. Instead, she 
remained quiet and diligent. Eventually they 
were forced to relent and accept that she had no 
interest in marriage.

At age 19, Kateri Tekakwitha converted to 
Catholicism, taking a vow of chastity and 
pledging to marry only Jesus Christ. Her 
decision was very unpopular with her adoptive 
parents and their neighbors. Some of her 
neighbors started rumors of sorcery. To avoid 
persecution, she travelled to a Christian native 
community south of Montreal.

According to legend, Kateri was very devout 
and would put thorns on her sleeping mat. She 
often prayed for the conversion of her fellow 
Mohawks. According to the Jesuit missionaries 
who served the community where Kateri lived, 
she often fasted and when she would eat, she 
would taint her food to diminish its flavor. On at 
least one occasion, she burned herself. Such self-
mortification was common among the Mohawk.

Kateri was also very sickly. Her practices of 
self-mortification and denial may not have 
helped her health. Sadly, just five years after her 
conversion to Catholicism, she became ill and 
died at age 24.

She is the patroness of ecology and the 
environment, people in exile and Native 
Americans.

Saint News
St Kateri Tekakwitha

Born: 1656
Died: 1680
Feastday: 14 July

Office of Justice, Ecology 
and Peace

Helping families heal in Balgo
This year the Helping Families Heal 
Program continues with the support 
of small grants. It has a focus within 
the Balgo Community though 
continuing the contact with those in 
Mulan. The Church leaders of St 
Theresa's Parish in Balgo were 

engaged and participated throughout 
the group meetings. There was great 
energy and joy as learnings and 
connections with life were made. The 
Program works for groups, individuals 
and family groups. 
Photo: Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ
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Amy Christophers has joined 
the staff at Ngalangangpum 
School in Warmun as Acting 
Principal for Term 2. Amy 
started working in the East 
Kimberley 8 yrs ago in Mulan 
as the secondary class teacher.  
She eventually returned to 
Perth but three years later 
came back to work at Sacred 
Heart School in Beagle Bay. 
Of her short time in Warmun, 
Amy said she has found it 
challenging yet immensely 
rewarding to lead a school, 
working with elders, dynamic 
staff, students and the 
community. However she is 
looking forward to handing it 
back to the Principal and 
heading out to Beagle Bay for 
Term 4, to see out the year at 
Sacred Heart School as she 
misses them!

Briefly Speaking

Fr Patricio Carrera spent 
some time assisting in the 
Cathedral Parish in Broome. 
Fr Patricio, a priest of the 
Neo Catechumenal Way is 
currently based at St Emilie 
De Vialar Catholic Parish in 
Canningvale but previously 
spent time in the Kimberley 
assisting as a seminarian at 
La Grange/Bidyadanga 
Parish. Photo: J Grimson

The Broome parish recently farewelled Andrea and David 
Gaskell and their daughter Emily after many years in 
Broome. 

Retired bishop, Hilton 
Deakin is well known to 
Kimberley people among 
who he worked as a priest 
and anthropologist. Bishop 
Hilton has retired in 
Melbourne and was able to 
attend the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference 
dinner, for retired bishops, 
held recently at the Catholic 
Leadership Centre in East 
Melbourne. Photo: CAS

Cate Warne recently 
joined the staff of the 
Chancery Office in 
Broome. Cate, who is 
Bishop Saunders’ new 
Secretary, recently 
moved to Broome 
permanently after 
visiting regularly since 
she was young. We 
warmly welcome Cate 
to the Diocese. 
Photo: A Rohr 

On a recent trip to Melbourne, Bishop 
Saunders was pleased to run into former Lay 
Missionary Mick Winner and his wife Judy. 
Mick was a Lay Missionary at Christ the King 
Church in Lombadina in the 70’s and put in 
many good years of service and is well known 
to many families in the area.  
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New Kids on the Block
1. Tom Gannon, Campus Minister at Notre Dame, with his wife Liz and new baby Molly Josephine who is a sister for John 

and Isobel. Photo: J Grimson  
2. In Ringer Soak, East Kimberley, is dad Hamilton and mum Antoinette with baby Ashtin Gordon and son Traydon Seela. 

Photo: Fr J Purnell
3. Baptised at the Holy Place in Warmun was Kendrick and Elaiyah. From left is Jayden Chungheri and Atlanta Umbulgurri 

with their son Kendrick, Fr John Purnell, Jessica Raysay and Christopher Churchill with their daughter Elaiyah Ungic. In 
the background are godparents Debra Henry and Carol Juli.

4. Newly baptised, Sheraya with dad Adrian Karadada, mum Zariika Clement, and she had a battery of Godparents, Brett, 
Tanarmi, Colleen and Lucas! Photo: Fr S Mutai

5. Cecilia and John with newborn John Karadada in Kalumburu. Photo: A Rohr 
6. Mena and Gene James of Broome with their newborn twin girls, Tyeisha and Zaniyah, following their Baptism in Our 

Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral.   
7. In Beagle Bay is Vaughan Matsumoto holding grandchildren Keontaye and Averee. Photo: Fr H Rotich
8. Rebecca Cox and her niece Akeeymah Wiggan. Photo: Fr H Rotich
9. Jackie Pigram and baby Leo Cox with Monica Gregory. Photo: Fr H Rotich
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Budding filmmakers and stars - Caritas wants 
to see your creativity! The winning group will 
win a $500 Harvey Norman voucher.

Create a 2-4 minute film, suitable for 
children aged between 5-12 years, that tells a 
story and addresses the key question: "How 
does the work of Caritas Australia show Care 
for our Common Home?"

The winning film will be used by the Caritas 
education team and schools for Primary School 
aged viewers. It will be available for download 
from the Caritas website and viewed on 
YouTube and other online platforms.

The competition runs from 6th May–8th 
November 2019 and is open to primary 
schools, secondary schools and youth groups 
around Australia. 

Caritas Australia 

short film competition

Caritas Australia’s 2019 Short Film Competition
How does the work of Caritas Australia show Care for our Common Home? 
When: 6th May – 8th November 2019
Who can enter: Schools and youth groups via registration by teachers or group leader 
Find out more: www.caritas.org.au/filmcomp #caritasfilmcomp

Win a $500  
Harvey Norman Voucher  

M
ar

tin
a 

in
 T

im
or

-L
es

te
, c

ol
le

ct
in

g 
fo

od
 fr

om
 h

er
 g

ar
de

n.
 C

re
di

t: 
R

ic
ha

rd
 W

ai
nw

rig
ht

. 

What You Need To Do

1. Sign up
2. Create your film

3. Upload your materials to your drive
4. Submit your film
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Agnes Seela Napurrula needed to relocate from her home in 
Ringer Soak (Yaruman) to Broome to have access to the 
Dialysis Centre. Her older sister Barbara came to support her. 
Both women had grown up with the SSJG in the dormitories 
in Balgo where they boarded to attend school. Their family 
lived on Gordon Downs Station. When the two women heard 
that the Heritage Centre had a lot of photographs of their 
extended family members they offered to come and help with 
names. 

A long time friend and recent volunteer, Helen Macarthur, 
provided transport and so far the women have spent twelve 
enjoyable hours over three visits identifying people and 
sharing stories.

 The closest school was in Balgo, 200 km away … so we had 
to board at Balgo and live in the dormitory. We went home 
every school holidays. We remember Srs Immaculata, 
Philomena, Veronica and De Porres. 

They both remember Sr Mac as the Kindy teacher but on 
weekends … Well she would pile all of us girls into the ute and 
take us swimming at Misha Bore. Our swimming clothes, 
school uniforms, weekend clothes—everything we needed was 
there at the dormitory.

Agnes Seela Napurrula (L) and her sister Barbara. 
Photo: Courtesy of the SSJG Heritage Centre Broome

Yesteryear: 
Images From Our Past

With Mgr Paul Boyers, on the occasion of his Ordination 
to the Priesthood on 1 September 1979, are his mother, his 
sister and his brother. Mgr Paul is celebrating 40 years of 

Ordination this year.
Photo: Diocese of Broome Archives

Balgo girls dormitory 1974.
Photo: Courtesy of the SSJG Heritage Centre Broome

Balgo to Ringer Soak to Broome 

Sealing the Beagle Bay Road

If you have travelled to the Dampier Peninsula lately, it 
would have been impossible to miss the major roadworks 
currently taking place. In the middle of 2018, Main Roads 
started work on sealing the remaining 90 km of the 
unsealed section of the Broome-Cape Leveque Road.

Following a report predicting that visitors to the 
Dampier Peninsula will increase by up to 41.35% by 2030, 
Environs Kimberley recently suggested non-local visitors 
are charged a toll to use the new road.

The works will also include reconstruction and sealing 
of parts of the road and the installation of culverts, fauna 
underpasses and floodways 

The road works are expected to be completed by 2021!
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Vatican Dossier

Holy Father on 
a New 
Commandment 
at the Last 
Supper

‘As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.’

Pope Francis spoke May 
10, 2019, of the “new 
commandment” Jesus gave 
the disciples at the last 
supper: “As I have loved 
you, so you must love one 
another.”

The Holy Father’s comments came before 
praying the Regina Coeli with the crowds massed 
in St Peter’s Square. 

“The Gospel makes us listen to some of the 
words that Jesus addresses to His disciples in His 
‘farewell address’ before his Passion,” the Pope 
explained. Jesus gives them a “new 
commandment” - but why is it new?

“Because we know that already in the Old 
Testament God had commanded the members of 
His people to love their neighbor as themselves 
(Cf. Leviticus 19:18),” Francis continued. “Jesus 
Himself answered anyone who asked Him what 
was the greatest commandment of the Law, 
saying that the first is to love God with all one’s 
heart and the second to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself (Cf. Matthew 22:38-39).

“The novelty is all in Jesus Christ’s love, that 
with which He gave his life for us. It’s about 
God’s love, which is universal, unconditional and 
limitless, which finds its summit on the cross. In 
that moment of extreme abasement, in that 
moment of abandonment to the Father, the Son 
of God showed and gave the world the fullness of 
love.”

The Pope noted the unconditional nature of 
Jesus’ love for humankind. And he stressed the 
depth of the sacrifice made by that love.

“Jesus first loved us; He loved us despite our 
fragility, our limitations, and our human 
weaknesses,” Francis said. “It was He who 
enabled us to become worthy of His love, which 
knows no limits and never ends. By giving us the 
new commandment, He asks us to love each 
other not only and not so much with our love but 
with His, which the Holy Spirit infuses in our 
hearts if we invoke Him with faith.

“The love that was manifested on the Cross 
and that He calls us to live is the only force that 
transforms our heart of stone into a heart of 
flesh; the only force capable of transforming our 
heart is the love of Jesus if we also love with this 
love.”

KSGAC Womens Retreat

Kimberley Stolen Generation

KSGAC Women's retreat Yarning circles

Graffiti gets a new face in Kununurra
If you have visited Kununurra recently, it would not have been possible to 
miss the new murals brightening up the town.
The Kununurra Mural Project, organised by Cally Bugg at the Artopia 
Gallery, is changing the scenery in Kununurra to include some amazing 
street art by Queensland graffiti artists Travis 'Drapl' Vinson (pictured) 
and Treazy. Drapl and Treazy spent ten days in Kununurra transforming 
the walls outside Target and Horizon Power. 
The project is being undertaken with the permission of local business 
owners as well as Traditional Owners.

During a recent Kimberley Stolen Generation Aboriginal Corporation's 
(KSGAC) Women’s Retreat, seventeen Stolen Generation members, Link-
Up and Redress clients and other women working in various support 
services came together to participate in a host of healing activities. The 
Retreat was held to bring Stolen Generation women and descendants 
and Redress Clients together offering social and emotional well-being 
support. Education sessions were held with Helping Minds, Kimberley 
Mental Health and Drug Service’s Broome Recovery Centre and BRAMS 
Social and Emotional Wellbeing Unit. 

During the two day Retreat the women joined in self-care, 
understanding inter-generational trauma, meditation, a circle of praise, 
art therapy, swim therapy, bush walking and story-telling. The natural 
setting provided an opportunity to be away from life’s pressures and gave 
the ladies a safe, quiet space to recharge. Many of the women easily 
shared their knowledge of bush plants and natural bush medicines. 

Allowing for the women’s life stories was vital as they yarned well into 
the night and during a trauma trails session. They shared stories about 
life together as young children who had been forcibly removed from 
their families and relocated to Moola Bulla station and 
Beagle Bay Mission. 

The incredible bond of the Kimberley women 
shows their strength to care for each other as children 
and throughout their life. The ladies’ stories helped 
each other, and staff, to see the strengths and 
resilience and the continued efforts to maintain 
culture and pass on knowledge to younger 
generations. 
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Mangroves can often conjure up 
thoughts of midgies, mozzies, lurking 
crocodiles, weird popping noises and 
even stories of a ‘hairy monster’ who 

lives in the mangroves ready to scare the daylights out of 
small children.  There’s also all that mud to trudge 
through, so why would you even bother?

Once the misconceptions are overcome, an exploration 
into the mangroves can be a fascinating experience.  
Personally, I’ve seldom had an issue with ‘bities’ and if 
you have the right footwear (I use rubber diving boots) 
you’re ready to experience the wonders of this unique 
environment.

Mangroves are an essential marine nursery which 
replenishes the ocean with life.  Their thick sheltered 
forests provide breeding and feeding grounds for a large 
variety of fish, crabs, mollusc species, birds and some 
mammals. Mangroves with their dense foliage and 
massive root systems also protect shorelines from 
damaging storms, cyclonic winds and ‘king tides’ which 
occur occasionally. They also help prevent erosion by 
stabilizing sediments with their tangled root systems as 
well as maintaining water quality, filtering pollutants and 
trapping sediments originating from land.

Western Australia has 17 recorded species of 
mangroves and most can be found along the Kimberley 
coastline.  The most common mangrove, Avicennia 
marina (Grey Mangrove) has greenish, grey foliage and is 

easily 
recognized by 
its pencil like 
network of 
breathing roots 
which spread out across the mud for quite a distance 
around the trunk.  This tree also bears fruit from March 
to April known by Aboriginal people as Gundurung, 
Ngoorrngool, Jamai, or Kunturung, depending on the 
language group.  Colonies of flying foxes can also be 
found roosting in the mangroves during the day but they 
emerge on dusk fanning out to seek nectar and fruit, 
including later in the year delicious mangoes.

Over 100 years ago large areas of mangroves were cut 
down so that pearling luggers could be beached for 
repairs and refitting.  The red mangrove (Ceriops tagal) 
was also collected for firewood so that meals could be 
prepared aboard the luggers since the wood was 
smokeless. Another sought after mangrove was 
Camptostemen Schultzii (known as djulba, choolboo or 
biyal biyal) in some areas along the coast.  The wood was 
particularly light and was used by coastal Bardi, Djawi 
and Worora people as rafts (Kalwa) to hunt turtle and 
dugong.

Mangroves provide an essential ecosystem in the 
marine environment which needs to be better 
understood and protected.

Mangroves

Kimberley Wild by Brian Kane

B Kane

The rumour mill about Broome Prison has been put to rest 
by the Minister for Corrections, Hon Francis Logan MLA. 
On 30 May, while opening new facilities for Adult 
Community Corrections, Mr Logan made it clear that 
Brome would have a new prison to house prisoners who 
are remanded for trial or for sentencing as well as those 
prisoners who are in transit to other prisons in the state.
“The time has come, in fact it is overdue, to rid ourselves 
of the present 
out-dated 
facilities which 
are shamefully 
below standard”. 
Mr Logan said he 
would not be 
drawn into as to 
where, but it 
would be built in 
three or four 
years time. “That 
is a matter of 
some 
investigation yet 
and I am hoping 
to have the 
location question, 
where in 
Broome, resolved 
in the not too 
distant future”.

A new Prison for Broome

Following tradition, the VET Nursing Students from the 
University of Notre Dame Australia Broome Campus are 
blessed as they go out into the community to use their skills 
and become more fully part of the vocation to a healing 
profession.

The University of Notre 
Dame Australia Broome 
Campus

CAS

The blessing of the hands was carried out by Fr John Bosco, assisted 
by Campus Minister Tom Gannon with Michelle Watts (program 
coordinator), Deb Baikie and Nicola Samson.
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30 years of service! 
In May, Rose Bin Swani from St Mary’s 
College in Broome retired from her role 
as Aboriginal Teaching Assistant. Rose’s 
connection with St Mary’s goes back a 
long way; she was a student of the 
school herself before 1990 when she 
commenced working at Nulungu 
College. Rose was also a loyal and 
supportive parent, with her six children, 
Amelia, Kezha, Tanah, Coralie, Shaun 
and Sharmal all attending St Mary’s 
College from Kindergarten to Year 12. 
Rose is a very special lady, a 
professional and rock and anchor to 
staff and students who came and went 
over the years. Rose worked as a 
Teaching Assistant in just about every 
learning area in the school and she 
made a positive difference to the lives of 
countless Kimberley students and 
families throughout her career. She was 
selfless in sharing her expertise and 
knowledge, her culture, her faith, her 
humour and her nurturing heart of 
gold. Students, families and staff 
members have great respect for Rose, 
for her graceful and unassuming but 
powerful presence. 

A tribute to Deacon Boniface Perdjert

It is with heavy hearts that we farewelled 
Deacon Boniface Perdjert, on March 18, 

2019. Deacon Boniface, who was 82, blazed 
a trail for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Catholics to follow as he not 
only walked between two worlds – 

Catholic and Traditional – but he 
also brought them together. 
Boniface’s words and actions 
spoke loudly to the members of 

the Wadeye Community – of which 
he was a deeply loved and respected 
Elder – but also to the Catholic 

Hierarchy with whom he shared his 
wisdom on many official occasions. 
He was ordained the first Permanent 

Deacon in Australia at Port Keats on 
July 19, 1974 by Bishop John 

O’Loughlin, the Bishop of Darwin.  
In November 1986, Boniface was 

present at the delivery of (now) 
Saint John Paul II’s famous 

address to the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 

Islander people in 
Alice Springs. He 
assisted St. John Paul 
II at the beatification 

Mass for Mary 
MacKillop in Sydney 
in January 1995. It 
was fitting that 
Deacon Boniface received congratulations and 
accolades nationally to mark his 80th 
birthday in 2016. A man of extraordinary 
faith, Deacon Boniface was able to describe 
the ways in which his culture and faith came 
together. He once described this relationship 
by saying “Jesus told us we have to love God 
with whole hearts, mind and spirit - that 
means the whole of me, and the whole of me 
is Aboriginal. There is no other way for me to 
love him.” Simple yet powerful. As the wider 
Catholic and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Communities grieve alongside the 
Community in Wadeye, the members of 
NATSICC ask that you keep Deacon 
Boniface’s words in your hearts and continue 
the journey that he started all those years 
back by expressing your faith and culture in a 
way that is meaningful to you and 
enlightening for the Australian Catholic 
Church as a whole.

May he rest in peace.

In his farewell speech to Rose, Michael Lake said, “Rose has been a Teaching 
Assistant in just about every learning area in the school ....... she was 'Aunty' to so 
many students both Indigenous and non-Indigenous alike ........ Rose made such a 
difference in so many students' lives and we thank her so much for her service ...... 
It's been an honour walking the journey with you."

B Kane

M Crocombe

A statement from NATSICC

Rose with students of St Mary's College.
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Artist: Jack Dale
Title: Mr Coates – Early Missionary Derby 2001
Description: Ochres with binder on canvas 955 x 625mm - 
Stretched.

Jack’s full name is Jack Dale Mengenen. He was born about 1923 
in the bush at Mt House Station (Imanji country). His mother was 
a Ngarinyin woman and his father, Jack Dale Senior, was a hard-
living and brutal Scottish frontiersman. When Jack's father 
passed away, his Aboriginal grandfather took him under his 
wing, teaching him Narrungunni law and protecting him from the 
prevailing social attitudes towards 'mixed blood' children. During 
this time Jack Dale saw many things that would later be the 
subjects of his paintings: hiding in the bush as police patrols 
forcibly took Aboriginal children from their families, watching 
chain gangs of Aboriginal men being marched away to the 
Prison Tree and the arrival of the Afghan camel drivers.  Jack 
held many Exhibitions across Australia.
Jack Dale went on to live a remarkable life that bridged two 
cultures. For most of his life, Jack worked as a stockman and was 
greatly revered as a skilful, tough and uncompromising man who 
was never 'thrown from a horse or defeated by a beast'. He was 
also a respected Aboriginal elder and lawman. Jack was 
considered one of the last of a generation of old men who 
possess a complete knowledge of the rituals, law and culture of 
his people; he was a vital link to the past and still is to this day 
through his art. 

Artist:  Professor 
Roman Vasylyk
Title: Icon of Our 
Lady Queen of Peace
Description: Acrylic, 
pigments, gold leaf 
on board - Framed

Artist: Elizabeth Durack 2008
Title: Beagle Bay 1947 

Description: Oil on board - Framed 

The art of Elizabeth Durack is an integral part of Australia’s cultural 
heritage — part of our 'blood’s country'. Long before it became 

acceptable or even fashionable her art challenged our perceptions of our 
land and its people...

Elizabeth Durack’s portrayal of figures within the Western Australian 
Kimberley landscape and the transmuting of its landscape into figures is 

a recurring theme in her work. Interwoven with the whole is an 
Australian-Irish-Aboriginal sensibility that reflects the artist’s 

background, outlook and experience.
Elizabeth Durack was the third of six children born to Michael Patrick 

Durack and Bess Ida Muriel (b. Johnstone); and a granddaughter of the 
pioneer Irishman Patrick (Patsy) Durack, a life recorded by Mary Durack in 

the Australian classic Kings in Grass Castles.

Christof Collection on show
The Christof Collection is really about saving good and typical 
Kimberley art for the Kimberley. The Collection was begun by Bishop 
Saunders in 1996 as a way to see to it that the great art tradition that 
was being developed in the Kimberley was not lost from view in the 
Kimberley environs. As it was, many many paintings of great 
significance were purchased by collectors and galleries down south 
which will never see the light of day again in the Kimberley region. The 
Bishop thought it significant to retain these many paintings in the 
Collection so that younger generations would be able to see the art 
works of their parents and grand parents and great grand parents.  

To this end exhibitions are regularly made available to the 
public in Broome of pieces from the Christof Collection. There 
have also been public exhibitions in Derby and Halls Creek and 
Kununurra. All of these moments are opportunities for the 
Kimberley people to see some of the great paintings of the 
region, displaying the talent and creativity of local artists. Below 
are several of the paintings, including Lundari (Barramundi 
Dreaming) by well-known artist Rover Thomas, which is one of 
the many paintings, numbering in excess of 300, currently held 
in the Christof Collection.

Iconographer Roman 
Vasylyk produced the 
Icon of Our Lady 
Queen of Peace in 
Broome in 2009. The 
Icon is of a beautiful 
young Mary whose 

hand points to the Christ-child indicating that salvation comes through 
Him.
Roman Vasylyk comes from the Ukraine and is a well known master of 
iconography, the painting, or “writing”, of religious icons. Bishop 
Saunders invited him to come to Broome as part of his teaching and 
working tour around Australia after he was introduced by Bishop Peter 
Stasiuk, the Ukrainian Catholic Rite Bishop in Australia. Roman’s icons 
are characterised by their architectural style, their refinement and 
spirituality.
His great faith he attributes to his religious family. His brother, who is a 
bishop, and his father, were both imprisoned by the Russian Communists 
for their faith. Roman was nineteen years of age when he met his 
brother and his father when they were first released from prison. 
The Icon hangs in Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral Broome, for which 
it was commissioned.
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Artist: Rover Thomas
Title: Lundari (Barramundi Dreaming) 1996
Description: Natural pigment and binders on Belgian Linen.   46 x 61 
cm – stretched 

Rover Thomas was born circa 1926 at Gunawaggi near Well 33 on 
the Canning Stock Route in the Great Sandy Desert of Western 
Australia. He was of the Wangkajunga people on his father’s side, 
and Kukatja from his mother’s people. From an East Kimberley 
perspective, he belonged to the Joolama subsection or skin group. 
From the age of ten until he settled at the Aboriginal community 
called Warmun near Turkey Creek, Rover Thomas ‘grew up’ in his 
tribal culture, moving with his family to various pastoral stations, 
later to work as a stockman in the Kimberley and the Northern 
Territory. In the 1940s, while living at Billiluna Station in the south 
Kimberley, he was fully initiated into traditional lore.
As with many contemporary Aboriginal artists, Rover Thomas 
started to paint quite late in his life. 
A central story for the artist, Barramundi Dreaming relates the story 
of the Ngarrangkarni (creation) time when Daiwul the ancestral 
Barramundi was being chased up river. To avoid being captured, the 
giant Barramundi jumped over the hill, scraping the belly, to safely 
land in the adjacent river. The scales were dispersed throughout the 
surrounding country turning into diamonds. This country is known 
as Argyle and today diamonds are mined there.
Rover’s compositions are marked by lines of dots, traditionally used 
to delineate icons and figures and here to demarcate space and 
country. Thomas has a highly personal vision in which the land 
becomes an allegory for ancestral dramas, personal experience and 
historical events. The presence of ancestral and more recent 
histories of the land in his paintings suggests constant integration 
of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal cultural ideas.

Arist: Matthew Gill Tjupurrula (1960 – 2002)
Title: Seven Sisters 1983
Description: Pen on paper 21 x 29 cm

A Kukatja artist, and resident of both Balgo (WA) and Nyirrpi (NT), 
Gill's experimentation with different painting techniques 
produced a unique style. His work is in major collections in 
Australia and overseas.
Matthew Gill’s work has received much attention from non-
Aboriginal people, in part because of his fascination with non-
traditional designs and techniques. For example, he combined 
the X-ray technique of Arnhem Land with his own desert motifs. 
Born at the old Balgo Mission in about 1960, he began painting in 
1982. He usually painted Snake, Emu and Water Dreaming stories 
from the area surrounding Lake Lazlett. A Kukatja speaker, in 
1989 the artist spent three months living and painting in Japan. 
One of the major possessions of his in the Christof Collection are 
his Stations of the Cross.

Artist: Aubrey Tigan 2008
Title: Falling Star

Description: Hand Carved Pearl Shell with Ochre
Aubrey Tigan was a respected elder and lawman of the Bardi and 

Djawi people. He lived on the peninsula, north of Broome, with his 
family. He was very involved with the Kimberley Land Council as an 

executive member on their committee. He was also on the committee 
for the Aboriginal Affairs Department. Aubrey represented his 

community internationally in performing song and dance and had 
travelled extensively around Australia and the world educating 

people about his cultural traditions.
Aubrey had been making Riji (carved pearl shell) since he was 

initiated at the age of 21.  Riji are the pearl shells traditionally worn by 
Aboriginal men in the north-west part of Australia. The word Riji 

comes from the Bardi language, another word for it is Jakuli.
Rijis are worn as public coverings, like a loin cloth, and attached with 

hard strings from the belt or bands around the waist. Traditionally, 
only men initiated to the highest degree could wear them.

Artist: Margaret Baragurra 2003
Title: Lajarri (Winbar)
Description: Acrylic on canvas  120 x 80cm – stretched

Margaret Baragurra was born in 1935 and her skin name is 
Kurrimarra, her language group is Yulparija.  Lajarri is Margaret's  
tradtitional country which is south east of Bidyadanga where she 
now lives. As a child she travelled with her parents across this 
country. This is when the country is in full water in the wet season. 
At this time there is much mayi (bush tucker).

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE   JULY 2019 13



Atlantis
Floatplane “Atlantis” Disappears 
off Australia’s North West Coast – 
15 May 1932
Lawrie Grant

On 29 February 1932 four aviators flew out of Cologne, 
Germany on a round-the-world flight in a single engine 
Junkers W33 seaplane (float configuration), named Atlantis. 
The group comprised pilot Hans Bertram, co-pilot Thom, 
mechanic Adolph Klausmann and cameraman Alexander von 
Lagorio. The flight was planned as a goodwill tour and to 
identify markets for Germany’s aviation industry. 

It was on 15 May, when the Atlantis was on its way from 
Kupang in Timor to Darwin with a crew of two, that it was 
caught in a violent storm and driven far off course to the west. 
Low on fuel, Bertram, made a forced landing on a remote part 
of the Kimberley coast. At that time airborne radios were 
unreliable and often judged too heavy to be carried on long 
distance flights, so it was for this reason Bertram chose to fly 
without one.

Immediately on landing they were met by a local aborigine, 
Jim Bali-Bali. He climbed onto the aircraft float and peered 
into the cockpit, not knowing whether the two crew were 
human or Jimy ghosts as Bertram and Klausmann had 
continued to wear their leather flying helmets and goggles to 
ward off the flies and mosquitoes. Bertram asked for water, 

which although Jim Bali-Bali understood, he was unable to 
make them understand the location of a nearby pool of fresh 
water.

Thinking they were on the northern side of Melville Island, 
Bertram and Klausmann decided to walk along the coast in a 
westerly direction, where they assumed, they would find 
rescuers. After a few difficult days walking about 35 
kilometres, and meeting no-one, they returned to their plane. 
Now desperate for food and water, they modified a float to try 
to sail to safety. The improvised sail and rudder proved 
un-manageable in high winds and strong currents, so after 
five gruelling days and nights, the aviators returned to the 
shore. They had sighted, but failed to attract the attention of, a 
passing coastal steamship Koolinda. To add to their woes, on 
landing, their makeshift boat was dashed against rocks and 
practically destroyed. They were about 5 kilometres from the 
aircraft.

When the Junkers failed to arrive in Darwin, a massive 
land, sea and air search was mounted, it was not anticipated 
that they had been blown to the west so as the weeks passed 
with no sign of them, the search was called off. The press in 
Australia and Germany ran obituaries to the lost flyers.

About a month after the airmen had disappeared, three 
Aboriginals from Forrest Mission, Monarra, Donganga and 
Burgeye found a handkerchief and a cigarette lighter inscribed 
with the initials H.B. near Elsie Island. The items were shown 

1. Berkeley River, forced landing site.
2. 35 Kilometre flight to Seaplane Bay.
3. Several days cross-country walk.
4. 4 day return walk to the beached plane.
5. 5 day unsuccessful trip in canoe made from modified 

plane float.
6. Landfall after failed seaborne escape attempt.
7. Searchers from Drysdale River Mission (Pago Pago.
8. Flyers found in cave by aboriginal searchers at Bertram 

Cove.
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to Father Cubero at Drysdale Mission. It was now 1 June and 
Father Cubero, guessing the items belonged to the lost flyers, 
sent a letter to the authorities in Wyndham, but it would not 
arrive until 13 June. 

The search recommenced and two days later, the 
abandoned Atlantis was spotted by a West Australian Airways 
pilot Captain Sutcliffe near Rocky Island. A rescue party was 
organised out of Wyndham, led by Constable Gordon 
Marshall. It took the party two weeks to reach the plane where 
a note written by Bertram was found, but of the airmen there 
was no sign. Speculation grew that the two men had been 
murdered by unfriendly Aborigines.

On the 40th day, 21 June, the aviators, lay down in a cave to 
await their fate. They had spent the previous month 
wandering the coast, looking for signs of life, all the while 
grubbing for snails, shellfish and eating gum leaves. Bertram 
recorded in his diary that they were ready to die. But early the 
next day, they were found by two young aboriginal men, who 
were soon joined by three more from Drysdale Mission. The 
second group carried a letter from Father Cubero asking that 
they immediately send a runner to the Mission. One of the 
men Minnijinnimurrie stayed, feeding them with honeycomb 
and fish which he was obliged to chew so that they could 
swallow. Finally, on 28 June, Constable Marshall and the 
‘official’ rescue party arrived. The condition of the two men 
was very poor and two runners were sent to Forrest Mission 
for a boat. Overnight Klausmann’s condition deteriorated 
markedly so two more runners were sent to Wyndham via 
Forrest Mission requesting a strait jacket. The second pair 
Andumeri and Jalnga, were promised new shorts and shirts if 

they overtook the first. In a remarkable marathon Andumeri 
and Jalnga made it to Forrest Mission in two days when it had 
taken six for the rescue party to travel the same distance. 

Klausmann never fully recovered and travelled home by sea. 
Bertram reclaimed the Junkers and completed a fund-raising 
tour of Australia in appreciation of the aboriginal mission’s 
deeds. 

When he left Australia in 1933, Bertram said “I hope after I 
get back to Germany, to return here as Ambassador to 
Australia”. He did return to Australia, in 1941, as a prisoner of 
war. He’d joined the Luftwaffe and was shot down and 
captured. He died in Germany in 1993. The story of 
Andumeri’s and Jalnga’s epic run was published in the ‘West 
Australian’ on January 15, 1994 in an article by John 
Burbridge. 

After arriving back in Germany, Hans Bertram wrote in his 
book ‘Flight into Hell’;

“We were found by natives of Australia, naked, black men. 
Those Samaritans of the wilds tended and cared for us. Their 
treatment of us showed a generosity that I have rarely met 
with, in any people in the world. In order to thank the 
Aborigines of Australia I am writing this account.” 
References:
Internet reference.
https://schildmannjurgen.wordpress.com/2013/09/15/1932-kimberley-rescue/
Wikipedia reference
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1932_Kimberley_rescue_map_-_detailed.svg#/media/
File:1932_Kimberley_rescue_map_-_detailed.svg
Flight into Hell. 
A classic story of Survival in Australia’s Far North. The Eyewitness Account of Hans Bertram.
Published by Currey O'Neil (1985)

Telethon Kids Institute training in Broome

This year through the National 
Aboriginal Suicide Prevention Trail in 
the Kimberley region, the Telethon 
Kids Institute has been able to 
partner with KAMSC and WAPHA 
and the Equine Psychotherapy 
Institute of Australia to create and 
deliver the training of local Aboriginal 
Equine Assisted Learning 
Practitioners. Eight people have now 
completed their three blocks of theory 
and will be developing the practical 
skills in the field in the upcoming 
months to create a learning space that 
is culturally secure for healing and 
trauma as well as leadership and life 
skills development. Horses are 
amazing teachers and really are the 
ones doing all the hard work. Horses 
offer us unique feedback, model 
healthy relationships, help us to 
regulate and are clear with their yes 
and their no…they also don’t carry 
yarns or hold any judgement – all 
important if you are needing a little 
bit extra ‘holding’ in any part of life. 
The local program is called Yawardani 
Jan-ga (horses doing healing) from 
the Yawuru language. It is hoped that 
both Broome and then Derby will be 
up and running by the years' end 
with Fitzroy Crossing coming on 
board early in 2020. 

Back row from right, Kadin Bauer, Agnes Pigram, Abby-Rose Cox, Lyle Carter, Juli Coffin 
(EAL trainer) Front row, from left, Cassandra Matsumoto, Kim McGaffin, Tashina 
Shadforth, Katie Pigram.
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The Diocese of Broome, Western Australia, urgently requires volunteers – couples and singles – to serve within the Diocese. Duties 
may include any of the following: cooking, working in stores, building and vehicle maintenance, housekeeping, book-keeping, 
transport and grounds maintenance. 
In return for being part of the team we o�er accommodation, living expenses and an allowance. Placements are preferred for a 
period of twelve months plus but a reduced time would be considered. 

WANTED: Volunteer Workers  KIMBERLEY CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER SERVICE

For further details and an application form 
please contact the co-ordinator: 
Phone: 08 9192 1060 
or email: volunteers@broomediocese.org 
PO Box 76, BROOME WA 6725

Cardinal Fernando Filoni, Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Evangelisation of Peoples and President of the Supreme 
Committee of the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) has 
addressed 120 National Directors, including Australia’s Fr Brian 
Lucas, in Rome. 

The three themes that the Cardinal focused on were the 
formation of catechists in mission territories; on making the 
celebration of the extraordinary mission month of October a 
priority; and the need to animate mission, fundraise for these 
efforts, and identify new forms of prayer. 

Australia’s Fr Brian Lucas said that the opportunity to gather 
with the other directors has given more impetus for the 
important work that the Pontifical Mission Societies (of which 
Catholic Mission is a member) does in Australia and around the 
world. 

“Cardinal Filoni’s words to us encouraged our work and 
identified the various needs that are crucial to the important 
mission to spread the Gospel”, he said.

“The Church is by its very nature missionary and has set as a 
priority a concern for all those churches that are young and 
fragile and often struggling within hostile social and political 

environments”, said Fr 
Lucas.

Fr Lucas also made 
it a priority while in 
Rome to meet with 
the PMS National 
Director from Sri 
Lanka, following the 
tragic bombings in 
churches at Easter.

Catholic Mission Focus on catechesis, animation and prayer + support 
for Sri Lanka

“In speaking to Fr Basil Fernando, I was able to begin 
planning for a visit to Sri Lanka later in the year to assess 
how the Catholics in Australia can contribute to the 
rebuilding of the community following the Easter Sunday 
bombing.”

Fr Lucas encouraged Australian Catholics to give 
generously to the extraordinary mission month appeal in 
October, and to consider making a specific donation to 
assist those affected by the Sri Lankan bombings.

Cardinal Filoni has also visited Sri Lanka following the attacks 
and has laid the foundation stone for the cemetery memorial 
where there is a mass grave. Photo: Catholic News Sri Lanka

Margaret Devereux, nee Cleary (L), was a 
Kimberley Lay Missionary in 1971-72 and 
had donated slides taken when she was 
working at Maria Goretti Home in Broome. 
She was recently in Broome with her sister 
Carmen when they visited the Sisters of St 
John of God Heritage Centre and enjoyed 
looking at the donated photographs.  They 
were able to identify some of the children 
and lay missionaries.
Photos: Courtesy of the SSJG Heritage 
Centre Broome

Lay missionaries remember

Children of Maria Goretti Home.
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Parish News

Fr Martin Netia and Fr Ernest Kandie recently 
celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
with these children at St Theresa’s Church in 
Balgo.

BALGO

At Kururrungku Catholic School in Billiluna, Delilah 
Gibson-Kungah, back left (Year 4), and Mr Steve Cannell 
(teacher) received their First Reconciliation on 27 May 
2019. Fr Ernest Kandie, Parish Priest, celebrated the 
Reconciliation Service.

The National Evangelization Team (NET) was recently 
in the Kimberley. As the group of 10 young men and 
women, enthusiastic and full of joy, stopped in Halls 
Creek it was impossible to miss the love and 
commitment they had for Jesus and wanting to share 
their experience. 
The NET groups travel around Australia spreading the 
‘Good News’ of Jesus Christ while inviting the 
students to reflect on the meaning of their lives and to 
respond in prayerful reflection.  
Celebrating Eucharist with them was a special 
connecting time as they very consciously moved into 
an inner quiet place.  Packing the bus and preparing 
to leave the next morning seemed to take a while so 
Peter Munns and Orrin Tessier had time to have their 
photo taken to mark the occasion.

NET Ministries visit the Kimberley

Sr Alma Cabassi RSJ

LA GRANGE/BIDYADANGA 

While relieving in the parish 
of La Grange/Bidyadanga 
earlier in the year, Fr Robi 
Kolencherry celebrated 
Mass on Mother’s Day at St 
John the Baptist Church. 
Fr Robi is photographed 
with all the mothers who 
attended the Mass. 
Photo: R Lozada
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Parish News

BROOME

While Fr John Bosco was relieving in the Cathedral Parish in 
Broome he was pleased to baptise  Leo Skewes, son of Brett and 
Zoe.

In the Cathedral Parish in Broome, rosary-in-the-home was held 
during the month of May.  Following the rosary, at the Convent 
of the Assumption Sisters, Sr Mary on ukelele, Francis Chi on 
guitar and Sr Clare on drum, had a mini jam session! Photo: J 
Grimson

Kathleen Badal and Jessica Bullen from La Grange/Bidyadanga Parish 
caught up with Fr Patricio, who had previously been in Bidyadanga as 
a Seminarian, following Mass in Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral 
Broome. Photo: J Grimson

At Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral in 
Broome, the choir was fortunate enough 
to be joined recently by Bernie 
Oppermann, a visitor to Broome, who 
brought along his piano accordion and 
trumpet, adding to the beauty of the 
music in the Liturgy. Photo: J Grimson

LIFE - It is sacred

Unborn baby. 19 weeks.
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Parish News

Waiting for Saturday 
night Mass at Our Lady 
of the Assumption 
Church in Kalumburu was 
Rachel Clement and her 
granddaughter Nayarnha 
Nulgit. Photo: A Rohr

KALUMBURU 

While at work in the 
Kalumburu Mission Store, 
Tara Donation gave her 
daughter Christine and 
grandson Iverson a lesson 
in operating the tills. 
Photo: A Rohr

Baptised at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School in Ringer Soak by Fr 
John Purnell was Roylein Seela, being held by mum Renae Yamra and 
Jania Seela holding the Coolamon.

HALLS CREEK

On their travels Eddie and Jan Carnegie called at the Halls 
Creek Op Shop, spotted the bagpipes hanging on the wall 
and immediately there was a connection.  While Eddie is 
originally from Scotland and the bagpipes from Argentina 
it seemed inevitable that the pipes would continue its 
travels with Eddie. Photo: Sr A Cabassi RSJ

KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE   JULY 2019 19



School News

When Bishop Saunders visited Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River, 
during the month of May, he found the students, along with their 
teacher/Principal, Kerry Dermeitzel, praying the Rosary. Photo: CAS

GIBB RIVER 

BILLILUNA 

At Kururrungku Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna 
the Upper Primary students (4-6) studied voting 
systems in Civics and used what they learnt to set 
up an authentic secret ballot voting booth for their 
recent Student Councillor voting.

At Wanalirri Catholic School in Gibb River, Principal Kerry Dermietzel, 
a Richmond Tigers supporter, and her students had a special 
welcome for their pilo, who delivers the mail, a Melbourne Demons 
supporter, when Richmond and Melbourne clashed earlier in 
the year.  Kerry admits to trying to recruit the students as Tigers 
supporters! 

In the ECE students (K-1) Science lessons, at Kururrungku Catholic Education 
Centre, Billiluna, the students had the chance to look at leaves, seeds, stones 
under a magnifying glass.
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School News

KUNUNURRA

To celebrate Mother's Day at St Joseph’s School in Wyndham, the 
School hosted a Students versus Mothers basketball match. It was a 
tough contest with the Mothers Team taking an early lead in the first 
half - but the Students came out on top with a 1 point victory. It was 
great to have so many mothers come along to celebrate! Mum, Jackie 
McCoy (L) competing with student, Grace Wong. Photo: G Franco

From left, Ella Withey, Keryn Withey, Tobi Withey, 
Sonaa Baxter and Georgina Edwards. Photo: J Rudyard

DERBY

At Holy Rosary School in Derby 
there is an active and enthusiastic 
group of students who come 
together after school every 
Wednesday to learn guitar and 
ukulele and to sing and play with 
others. There is quite a bit of 
talent in the school as well as 
enthusiasm and the students 
intend to share their talents with 
the community later this term. 
The school is planning for 
students from the choir and after-
school music group to perform at 
various locations including a kids 
day-care centre and care homes 
for the elderly.

At Christ the King Catholic School in Lombadina/Djarindjin, 
young Leonard Dodd proudly showed his grandfather Eddie 
Dodd what he had been learning at school.

LOMBADINA/DJARINDJIN 

St Joseph's School in Kununurra celebrated all the 
special women who play such an important role in the 
lives of the students, just prior to Mother's Day, on 
Friday 10 May. Over 50 special women attended a 
liturgy held in the school library which was followed by 
a visit to classrooms and a delicious afternoon tea.

WYNDHAM

Ben and Bradley practicing their guitar skills at Holy Rosary. Photo: S Scanlon
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1. ……………….    2. ……………….....     3. ..………………... 

 

5. ..…………… 4. ...……….......... 

6. ……………….      7. ………………    8. …………………... 

 

     “Peace to this House 
& all who dwell within” 

 

      
   Do as FAMILY ACTIVIY  

   If Wished! 
--------------------------------------- 
 1. In the space under each  
picture write what kind of PEACE 
is being shown or not shown 
(e.g., obedience, joy). 
2. Draw a “” on each picture 
that does NOT show PEACE in 
the home, yard, or school 
grounds. 
3. Be honest with yourself and 
the family and name how you 
find it difficult to be PEACEFUL 
in the family.  
………………………..………….. 
4. Is there someone in the family 
who might be able to help you be 
better? 
……………………..…………….. 
4. Below write a Prayer of 
Sorrow telling Jesus how sorry 
you are for the unpeaceful times, 
… and that you will try so much 
harder next time:  
………………………………… 
………………………………… 
………………………………… 
………………………………… 

 

 

    “ I love you, Lord!”    

 
 
 
 
 i 
 
d 

P J S E D I S C I P L E S S U 
E S E S E N E T T I R W N D G 
A S M Y O W T Y T N E V E S N 
C R A E N O U T O S H A R D I 
E E N J H R E M A I N I S A T 
R L O O V I N G P L O R D E E 
E A C Y H E A V E N E W I H E 
H O U S E T W O B Y T W O A R 
H O T K I N G D O M H E R O G 
S D O G B E  L O W I S H O G W 
 
 
 
 
           
 

                                                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
The LORD sent another SEVENTY-TWO men and 
sent them out TWO-BY-TWO, to GO AHEAD of him. 
Whenever you go into a HOUSE, first say, “Peace 
be with this house.   
If someone peace-loving lives there, let your 
GREETING of PEACE REMAIN on that person.  The 
KINGDOM of GOD has come  
NEAR you.”   
The seventy-two men came  
back in great JOY.  Jesus  
answered them, “… Be glad  
because your NAMES are  
WRITTEN in HEAVEN.” 
 

1. Horizontally, vertically and backwards,  
    CIRCLE the letters of the standout  
    words. 
2. COPY the remaining letters from left to   
    right, and top to bottom to the spaces. 

__ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ 
__ __ __   __ __   __ __ __ __ __ 

__ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ 
__ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ . 
__ __ __ __ __   __ __   __ __ __! 

   
FAMILY: God has been walking with 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
peoples over many thousands of years, 
filling them with love and peace. They 
cared for this land, their home, with its 
beauty & wonder.   
*Each day take time to STOP, to LISTEN 
and to LOOK AROUND at the beautiful 
things that bring peace and joy.  
*Each night share the peace of those 
things discovered with family members.   
*Pray for the ancient people of our land. 
   
                                             © 2019 Carmel-Anne Ellen rsm 
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BROOME  
Ph: 08 9193 5888
Fax: 08 9193 6555
Email: olqpbroome@gmail.com
Administrator: Rev Mgr Paul Boyers
Mass times: 
   Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
   Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

BALGO-KUTJUNGKA 
Ph: 08 9168 8969
Fax: 08 9168 8747
Email: kutjungka@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr Ernest Kandie 
Mass times:  
 Balgo: Saturday 5.30pm Vigil
 Billiluna: Sunday 10.00am
 Mulan: Sunday 3.00pm

DAMPIER PENINSULA 
Ph: 08 9192 4917
Email: dampierpeninsulaparish@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Hillary Rotich
Mass times:
 Beagle Bay: Saturday 5:00pm Vigil
       Sunday 8:00am
 Lombadina: Sunday 5:00pm 
 One Arm Point: Sunday 10:30am

DERBY
Ph: 08 9191 1227
Fax: 08 9193 1281
Email: hrpderby@bigpond.net.au
Administrator: Rev Fr Victor Lujano
Mass times:
 Derby:  Saturday 6.00pm Vigil
     Sunday 9:00am
 Fitzroy Crossing: 6:00pm 2nd/4th  
    Sunday of month

HALLS CREEK
Ph: 08 9168 6177
Email: fatherjcp@gmail.com 
Parish Priest: Rev Fr John Purnell
Mass times: 
  2nd/4th/5th Sundays: 8.30am
  1st/3rd Sundays: 5.00pm 

KALUMBURU
Ph/Fax: 08 9161 4342
Administrator: Rev Fr Simion Mutai 
Mass times: 
   Saturday 5:30pm Vigil 
   Sunday 7:00am

KUNUNURRA 
Ph: 08 9168 1027
Fax: 08 9168 2080
Email: kununurraparish@bigpond.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Joel Nyongesa
Mass times: 
 Kununurra: Saturday 6:00pm Vigil
    Sunday 8:30am
 Wyndham:  Sunday 9:00am 
 Warmun:  Monday 5:00pm

LA GRANGE-BIDYADANGA 
Ph/Fax: 08 9192 4950
Email: bidyadangaparish@bigpond.com
Administrator: Rev Fr Raymond Ugwu 
CSSp
Mass times: Sunday 9:00am

WYNDHAM
Refer Kununurra ParishKIMBERLEY COMMUNITY PROFILE   JULY 2019  23

   

 † JUJU WILSON died in Kununurra Hospital, following a long illness, on 25 April 2019.

 † ROBYN ALBERT, a long time resident of Broome, died in Batemans Bay in NSW 
following a long illness on 2 May 2019.

 † AGNES ANGUS, of One Arm Point, died in Perth on 13 May 2019.

 † D’ARCY HUNTER of Bidyadanga, died after a long illness on 28 May 2019.

If you have any death notices you would like to include please email kcp@broomediocese.org

Recently Departed

May they rest in Peace

Prayertime
Prayer for reconciliation

Parish/Mass 
Centres

In the midst of conflict and division,
We know it is you

Who turns our minds to thoughts of peace.
Your spirit changes hearts:

Enemies begin to speak to one another,
Those who were estranged join hands in friendship,

And nations seek the way of peace together.
Let your spirit be at work in us.

Give us understanding
and put an end to strife,
Fill us with your mercy

and overcome our denial.
Grant us wisdom and teach us to learn

from the people of the land.
Call us to justice.

(Adapted from the Preface of the Eucharistic Prayer for the Mass of Reconciliation II)
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, Prayer Card, 2006

Permission for use granted by ACSJC.

2019 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday
Sunday 7 July 2019

Peace to this house and 
all who dwell within
Celebrating the contributions of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples in the Australian 
Catholic Church.

Artist: Queenie McKenzie - of Warmun Community
Title:‘People talking to Jesus in the Bough Shed’ - 1995
From the Christof Collection of the Diocese of Broome



On his recent visit to Gibb River, Bishop Saunders caught up with Nathan 
Birrel and his family. From left, Nathan, Romeo, Trey-ve (front), Dorothy and 
Johncia. Photo: CAS

In the Parish of La Grange/Bidyadanga, Kimberley 
Catholic Volunteer Rafael Lozada with his first catch 

while fishing in Bidyadanga. Photo: S Lozada

Following the celebration of Mass at Reconciliation Church in La Perouse, 
Sydney, Bishop Saunders caught up with NATSICC Deputy Chairperson 
and WA Councillor Shirley Quaresimin and John Allen, an Acolyte from the 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry in Sydney.

To Celebrate Mother’s Day at Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School 
in Ringer Soak  the students set up a beauty parlour. Pauline 
Jack was treated to some pampering including a face mask by, 
(L-R), Jason Macale, Davina Macale and Shyla Seela. 


